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PREFAdE. 



It ifl eaid tlmt ^ddlson, ^ertttifily- one of the bioBt 
aooompliflhed vndten of th^ £ii||liBh language, was 
once completeljr nonpliused, upan beioig required to 
'Write suddenly a ceremoiuoufl addjQMS to some digni- 
tary, in virtn%ol'2iis office of under Secrotaiy of State. 
A very inferior. man, who t^bs well <|Oquainted with 
<fae nature of ptfrliamentaxy Vusinem, took die pen 
from his hand, aiMl dashed off ih two minittes, ]»ecitely 
the thmg thaiNWas wai)ted, and to produce which, the 
accomplished Secretary had laboured, erased^ correct- 
ed, and cogitated in vain. 

This anecdote illustrates the neceStity of a technical 
acquaintance with the proper forms and modes of ad- 
dress fi>r various peisons, occasions and circumstances 
in life. The lawyer has his £>rms of petition and ad- 
dress, the ambassador his forms of protocols and letters, 
the commanding general his forms of orders and dis- 
patches— in short, th04nosi distinguished actors on t^o 
great stage of life address each other under certain 
restrictions of ferm and ceremony, which are as in- 
variable as they are necessary to the correct dispatch 
of buvoesB. The same general princifde is applied in 
the humbler walks <^ life, and die merchant, fermer, 
and mechanic the fed^er and mot&er, son and daughter 
— all ^o sfiatioas and relations of life acknowledge 
OMtaln general ferms and modes of written addresses, 
resulting from their mutual relations, which are highly 
important to be understood. Ignorance of these, like 
ignorance of the common rules of politeness, often 
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places pecBODs, in other lespects most deeerving and 
haoounbley in situations the most awkward and em- 
barrassing, while &miliarity witb them gives an ordi- 
nary man the means of appearing to the best advantage 

While such is thQ state of things, no man, not even 
the most learned and accomplished, need ofl^r an 
^»logy for occasionally referring to that mi^retending 
but uaeftd fi>rm-book, the « Letter-writer." Ko one 
need Unsh to own that a work, which, like the present, 
oresenli the gfeatesfc variety of fimns, drawn from 
real docmnenls, arising fiom the actual business bf 
fife, may render him important aid in the con^osidon 
of a letter arising from scnne new 8itaa£(m or occanon 
with which he is not fiuniliar. 

Still less is it necessary for the author to apologize 
for ofiering to the public paHonage the present work. 
It is a wcNrk of that description for which there ever 
has been, ever will be, and ever diould be, a constant 
demand. It has been executed with the single pui*- 
pose of unuTY. It is respectfully submitted to the 
ordeal of public opinion. 

FMkMpMa, January U^, IB3& 
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TOM 

PARLOUR LETTER- writer: 



<»SEBVATIONfl AND DIRECTIONS ON THE ART 

OP LETTER- WErriNa 

There are few school tasks which children may 
be induced to perform with greater pleasure, and 
which, at the same time, are of more advantage, to 
them, than that of writmg letters-. Young people 
are naturally delighted with so happy a contrivance 
to make known their wants and their wishes to 
their absent flricnds, and to carry on a sort of con- 
versation upon paper witii persons at a distance. 
One would think that if they were properly assist- 
ed in their first attempts, they could not fail of 
making a rapid jn*oficiency. How comes it then 
i» pass that so few are cabbie of writing a good 
letter 7 Is it owing to the difficulty of the wine 
itself^ or to some todamental error in this part of 
education ? My masons for inclining to the latter 
opinion will be seen in the following remarks : 

Whatever appears likely to be obtained with 
ease, or by common use, is iih- general too much 
disregarded. Hence the neglect of English gram- 
mar, the bad consequences of which are every 
day apparent ; and hence, also, the little pains taken 
to make children expert in the art of letter-wril 
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ixiff, which, next to «peakm£r well, is kd. .a45<M>m« 

plishment of the- greatest utility and importance. 
£ven those who thought it deserving of some atten- 
tion, fancied ihat practice alone must lead to ex- 
cellenoe, and that they oould simplify the whole 
art, by telling thQ young essayist that letters should 
be easy and natural, and should convey to the per- 
sons to whom we send th^m, just what we would 
say to those persons if we were with them. Bat 
general instructions are of little use, till they are 
unialded, and applied to particular cases. Besides, 
the precept here laid down, with all its seemin|gr 
simplicity, is not only vague, but &Uacious. It 
has given a sort of sanction to the most carelesfc, 
slovenly, and incoherent effusions ; and the idea of* 
being easy and natural^ has occasioned greater 
errors in the epistolary style than a total disregard, 
or ignorance, of every rule. The benighted travel. 
ler pursues his way with more safety, even in the 
dark, than when he is guided by a delusive 
meteor. 

Let us now examine' the boasted accuracy, the 
much-admired simplicity of this precept, which 
has been so readily adopted by the fashionable 
world. It tells us, that letters should he easy and 
natural : so should every good piece 6f writing a^ 
well as a letter. The appearance oftirt and labour is 
not allowable in any species of composition. Even 
the poet, in his highest flights, must betray no in- 
dications of straining; and the great beauty of 
Homer's style in his Iliad, is its being as easy 
and as natural as tiiat of Gay in the simplest or 
his fables. A precept, therefore, so vague as to be 
applicable to all kinds of writing, can never pro- 
mote ouf particular improvement in the epistolary 
style, but may, on the contrary, retard it, by ex- 
citing inaccurate or confused ideas. 
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Every i<Ue,.thoug}itl«ss and superficial Bcril>faier 
fanci^, or flatters himself in the opinion, that natu- 
ral ease consists in dashing down upon paper all 
his insipid trifles, his silly conceits, his laresodt * 
repetitions^ — EmUtet quticquidin buccam venit — ^He 
writes whatever comes uppermost, and dischajrges 
all his crudities at his friend, without decency and 
without mercy. 

But he wishes to avoid appearing stiff, formal 
or afiected. The affectation of slovenliness is cer- 
tainly less excusable than that of nicety: as to 
being formal, though we may not stand upon cer 
emony with an intimate acquaintance, yet surely 
all our poUteness is not to be reserved for strangers , 
and, lastly, with respect to sfiffiiess, a httle atten- 
tion to the proper arrangement of our ideas, and 
to the choice of our words, is so far from destroy 
ing natural ease and elegance, that they cannot be 
acquired by any other means. 

Tme ease in writing comes fi'om art, not chance. 
As those move easiest who have learned to dance. 

Pope. 

Bat the second part of the beforementioned pre- 
cept for writing letters is, if possible, more vagno 
and inaccurate than the first. It says, that they 
should conv«y to the perscms to whom we send 
them, just what we would say to those persons if 
we were with them.- This seems at first sight 
▼ery plausible and proper. As letters are defined 
a conversation hetween absent persons^ can we fol- 
low a better rule than to write to others as we would 
jipeak to them, if they were present 7 But in the 
first place, it is evident that this rule either has no 
meaning, or must suppose us t6 speak well : other- 
wise, to write as we speak would not be the way 
to compose a good letter. Is it not preposteroost 



«0 



TBI AAT or LBTTUt-WUTIMG. 



then, to lay down instructions for 'a ieamer, wlueh 
are only fit for a master of eloquence ? 

We may go farther, and assert, that we oii|^ 
lo write better than we speak, even though we 
should speak weU. In detual conversation, our 
hearers are often hurried away by the warmth and 
rapidi^ of utterance: many fiiiidts pass unobserv- 
ed ; others vanish in an instant, or are lost in the 
quick succession of new objects; even such of 
them as may happen to strike our hearers, if they 
are not too gross, are readily pardoned, as being 
the unstudied language of the moment But when 
we write, we are supposed to have more time to 
select, to arrange, and to compress; our words 
have no l<»iger any win^ t6 fly away from obser- 
vati<Mi : litera teripta manet ; every tittle becomes 
a steady object of regard ; and we may be assured 
that the reader will not fi)rgive our careless and 
wdnton abuse of his time and patience. Instead 
of such vague precepts, it will tiierefi>re be much 
better to lay before the pupil some examples, to 
illustrate the importance of pleasing those to whom 
he may have occasion to address himself^ either in 
conversation or by letter. Let him know, that 
when he writes what is to be sent to another, he 
is drawing a picture of his own mind, and that he 
ought to be desirous of rendering it an agreeable 
Ukeness. But before he attempts to produce beau- 
ties, let him learn to avoid faults. Let him not 
aim at facility, till he can write with correctness. 
The appearance of study and caution is very al- 
lowable in his first essays. After he has acquired 
the habit of being regular and exact, frequent prac- 
tice and a little instruction will make him master 
of that seeming ease and simplicity, which are so 
much admired m the epistolary style. 
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One of the gl^eatest fiiults in a letter ig exceanve 
len^g^ It is much better to be short than to^be 
flat and tiresome. Yomig people are yery apt io 
run into needless details. They write for them- 
selves, without scarcely thinking of the person to 
whom they are writing. But in correctincr this 
fault, the greatest delicacy is to be used. While 
you teach them to suppress insipid trifles and fri- 
vdious circumstances, take care not to chill the 
ardour of l^eir fancy, nor to prune with too severe 
a hand the wild luxuriances of their genius. ' Quin- 
tilian*s observations on this head, and the rules 
which he has laid down for the guidance of every 
rational instructor, are not less admirable for their 
accuracy than their elegance. ' i 

** A perfect piece of con^poeition," says he, ** can 
neither be required nor expected from a child : but 
I- cannot help having a good opinion of the fertile 
wit that attempts nobly, though it may sometimes 
not keep within the bounds of precision. Nor do 
I ever dislike superfluities in a young beginner. I 
woidd therefore have a master, like a tender nurse, 
indulge the young minds of his pupils in the most 
ddicious nutrimmt, suflering them to foast, as it 
were, on the sweet milk of eloquence, and to enjoy, 
without restraint, the gaiety of florid thoughts and 
expressions. Time ifnll soon bring the pampered 
body to a due consistence, and will give great 
hopes of a sound constitution ; whereas the child 
that is suddenly formed in all its limbs, portends 
fiiture leanness and infirmity. Let boys at an 
eariy age make many bold attempts ; let them in- 
vent, and take pleasure in their inventions, though 
these may not yet be sufficiently just and accurate. 
A rich nuitfulness may be easily corrected; but 
afanluta iterility will defeat evibry effort 
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** The boy that disclofleB his turn of genius by a 
few tokens of judgment, affords me but slender 
Hopra of solid natural parts. I would have him 
enlarge upon and spread out his subject to more 
than a just extent Time will lesisen the exuber- 
ance ; reason will polish and rub off a great deal 
of it ; and it will even gradually wear away by 
frequent exercise. There ought to be something 
of substance to bear clipping and filing ; and this 
will be the case if the plate be not too thinly wrought 
in the beginning, so as to break on the first deep 
incision of the graving tool. My sentiments on 
this head will not appear singular or extraordinary 
to any person who has read that declaration of 
Cicero, Uiat he wished to see young men display a 
■ fertile genius. 

" For these reasons a master whose method of 
teaching is of a dry turn, is very unfit for children, 
and may prove as injurious to them as a parched 
and dry soil must be to young plants. Frcan him 
they eive into a dearth of conception ; they be- 
come low and grovelling in their ideas ; and never 
attempt to rise above the level of common dis- 
course.* A meagre state is health to them ; what 
they call judgment is real debility ; and while they 
think it enough to be fi^e firom fiiults, they dd not 
consider that it is a signal fault to be destituts of 

beauties. 

• - * » • * • 

** It will not be amiss to hint, in how sfreat a 
degree youth are discouraged by a master hard to 
be pleased, and rather too severe in correcting- 
their performances. They despair; they fiiet; 
they at length hate study ; and what hurts them 
most is their attempting nothing, whilst they la- 
bour under ccmtinaal apprehensions. The exam* 
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pie of vine-dressers May not in this respect be in* 
applicable to masters. They do not prune the vine, 
T^hile its branches are tender, naturally supposing "^ 
that it dreads the knife, and cannot yet endure Um 
least wound. A teacher should act with the same 
delicacy, and should knoW that remedies, harsh ^in 
their nature, requiierto be mitigated hf something 
gentle. Some parts of his pupil's composition he 
may pruse ; for others he may make a little allows 
ance : this he may alt^, giving a reason why he 
does so ; and that he may embellishi by introduc- 
ing something of his own. It will be also some- 
times of service to dictate the chief parts of a 
subjeet, which the pupil may copy and enlarge 
upon, and thus be deceived into the flattering and 
encouraging idea, that it is a work of his own 
prpducfion. But should his style happen to be so 
&ulfy as not to admit of correction, m this case it 
vras customary with me to have recourse to an ex- 
pedient, which I always found successful. I went 
over the same subject again, and havinfif explained 
it in all its parts, I advised him to work it up anew, 
for that he was capable of doing it still better. 
The hope of success was a great incentive to his 
study and exertions. Otiiers are to be treated di^ 
ferentlyj but all according to their age and capa- 
city. It was usual with me to tell boys, whose 
essays were too bold or too &nciful, that for the 
present I was pleased with such flights of genius ; 
but that the time would come when I should not 
indulge them in the like liberties. By this treat- 
ment they prided themselves in their wit, and were 
, not deceived in their judgment.*' 

The progress of youth, the love of learning, and 
the probability of tiicir ever attaining to oratorical 
eminence, depends so much on a judicious method 
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of corzectmg their first oompositionfl, that I can- 
not help eonjuring every teacher to impress those 
precepts strongly upon ms mind ; to enter into the 
ipirit of them ; to make them the rule of his con- 
duet; and not to set up his own vain, and fhnciflil 
opinions afifainst the experience and authority oif 
the first or masters. There is no part of his snb- 
ject which Quintillian has discussed with greater 
jibilityi or recommended with greater earnestness, 
than this ; %nd let it be Itoiembered, that all men 
of taste and judgment concur in acknowledging 
his InsHtutea to be not only the best written, biS 
the most instructive, and the most useful work, on 
the art of training youth to eloquence, that ancient 
or modem times have ever yet produced. 

The remarks here made on the propriety of en- 
couraging the early eiSusions of genius, aie by no 
means iiKX)nsistcnt with the introductory caution 
against prolixity. The latter is owing to silliness, 
or to Want of thought : but instances of the former 
sort are pToo& of a rich and vigorous mind, lavish 
of its wealth, and exulting in the display of its 
powers. AU that need be done, therefore, is to 
check the young writer when he begins to trifle. 
He must not be fettered too soon hy the rules of 
strict brevity. These I shall reserve for the higher 
stages of improvement I shall then explain to 
him the nature, the importance, and the beauty of 
concisene^: but I had much rather find him 
copious in his first productions. \ should almost 
despair of my pupil were I to see him, like an old 
misery 

Poising his Kale of words with nicest care. 
Nor leaving one miperfluouB atom there. 

Hatlkt. 

The next fault in letter .writing, Is a want of 
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vei^iiIarHy and of jurt ooonesoiL Wlwii paopie. 
"Wirite at randonit and without a previous eonsidera* 
turn of the subject, they often mention that &st 
Drhich should be reserved for the last ; they sepir 
zate ports which should be united, and unite those 
ipvhich should be separated ;'they fqreet many ma- 
terial carcomftanoes in their proper {Saee, and then 
awkwardly introduce them in the shape of after- 
thoughts. Any instance of this kind must not be 
overlooked even in one-s Mrliest attempts. He must 
be accustomed, from the very beginning, to think 
seriously of his ' subject before he takes the pen ixt 
hand ; to draw up in his own mind a distinct plan 
of the whoVb ; and to arrange its several parts with 
I^opristy* They must be adapted to each other ; 
their union must be close ; and if various matters 
are introduced in the same letter, the. transitions 
should be clear and easy. Order b visible in all the 
works of nature ; it is not less requisite in every 
production of art A loose, indigested manner of 
waiting betrays a false taste, a narrow conception, 
or an unpardonable negligence. 

A disregard of the nice distinctioas of char- 
acter is another fiiult, to which young persons are 
very liable. It is not enough -to consider well the 
nature of the subject on which we are going to 
write : we should be no less attentive to ue rank, 
fortune^ and temper of the persons with whom we 
correspond. A proper sense of their station and 
eharacter, ated of the relation in which we stand 
to them, will assist and direct us in what we ought 
to say, and the manner of saying it. They are 
our superiors, our equals, or our inferiors : we are 
upon a footing of fiuniliarity, or of bare polite- 
ness; they are weQ known to us, or perhaps entire 
stnogers. In short, the nature of our intercourse 
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with others may be infinitely dlTenified. AB maj 
require different modee of addreas. The least in- 
deconim in tliie respect will often render a letter 
ndicoloos or offensive. 

After a pretty long course of exercise, tshiefly 
with a view to the correction of those ftmdameutal 
errors, the pupil should be made acquainted with 
the remaining beauties and characteristics of the 
apistoUry sme ; these are purity, nemiMeM and 
simplicity. The two first require but little exjpla^ 
nation. The last, though in every body's mouth, 
is understood by very few ; and as it is of the at- 
roost consequence, I shall presently endeavour tp 
give dear and accurate ideas of it in the words of 
the best letter-writer, if not of the greatest oratcff, 
whose works have been handed down to posterity. 

Purity consists in the proper use of such- words 
and phrases as are said to be of native growth, to 
distinguish them fi-om exotics, transplanted fhrni 
foreign languages, or raised in the hot-beds of afifeo- 
tation and conceit If we apply this general char- 
acter of a pore style to compositions in our own 
tongue, we may say that purity requires every 
word, every sentence, to be strictly EhgKsh ; that 
it will have nothing fetched from abroad, nothing 
forced at home, nothing obsolete, nothing new- 
coined, nothing, in short, but the genuine idiom 
6f our country, as sanctioned by the practice of 
our best vn'iters and speakers. 

A multitude of Latin words have,^f late years, . 
been poured in upon us. They may sometimes 
have a good effect in the higher i^iecies of oompo- 
sition by their expressiveness, or their dignity ; but 
in letters, or in common discourse, besides tlie risk 
ef not being understood, such virords give language 
an air of pedantry and stiffiiess, Vhich is eztt«mny 
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diflgiurtiliff. The interlarding of our stjle with 
French phrases is still less ezcosaUe. The writer, 
cr speakeri who does so, instead of being admired 
Ibr his fweign attainments, is laughed at for his 
afibctation, or despised for his ignorance of the 
c«^oiisness and significancy of his mother ton0;tie. 
The great beauty of a pure style is its being {Sain 
and intelligible to every body. It is like a smooth, 
liQ^d stream, on which the eye rests with ple»- 
«are, as it ican see every thing distinctly to the 
bottom. Swift's works arerthe most perfect models 
of this kind of writing to be met with in the Eng- 
lish language. 

Neatne88 implies purity and something more. It 
, is not satisfied, though all the words and phrases 
should be plain, clear, and taken from established 
use ; it farther requires a happy choice of whatever 
is most delicate and refined in common conver- 
sation.. Like purity, it rejects the sM of foreign 
ornament ; but it wishes to show its native graces 
to advantage ; at the same time it carefully con- 
ceals its d^re to please. The words, though well 
chosen, are fiuniliar ; the figures, if any, are short 
and correct, not bold or glowing; the turns are 
lively, but natural and unaffect^: the sentences 
are always clear and sometimes bright, yet never 
look as if they had been polished with a file ; and 
while harshness is avoided at Ute close of every 
period, the cadences are so various as not to excite 
the least suspicion of musical nicely. Sir William 
Temple's letters abound with examples of this 
modest elegance. ~ 

Simjdieitff of style, which includes purity and 
neatness, and superadds to both a peculiar excel- 
lence of its own, is thus characterized bv Gicefto» 
whose letters are the best illustration of his pre>> 
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eepis and remarks. Happily fig flie Kngliah admlar, 
Melmotb'a tranalation of thoae letters retains idl 
the beaatj, the apiiit, and the simplicity of tbi 
ong[uialB< 

**The siraple style ia void of all elevation, con- 
finrmable to the laws of custom^ end differing^ fit»n 
the common way of speakmg rather in reality 
than in appearance. For this reasoUf persons who 
are totally unskilled in the art of eloquence &ncy 
they could readily express themselves in the same 
mann^. It appears, indeed, at first ai^ht, very 
easy to be imitated, tbough nothio? will be finin4 
tess so by him who makes the trial.** 

'* When easy writings,** says the Guardian, **ian 
into the hands of an ordinary reader, they Kppeai 
to him so natural and unlaboured, that he imme- 
diately resdves to write, and fancies that all he has 
to do is to take no pains. Thus he thinks indeed 
simply, but the thoughts, not being chosen with 
judgment, .are not beautiful. He, it is true, ex- 
presses himself plainly, but flatly withaL Airain. 
& . man of yi^ t4e« it into his head to^ 
this way, what sd^denial must he undergo whca 
laight points of wit occur to his fancy ! Haw idiffi- 
cult will he find it to reject florid phrases, and 
pretty embellishments of style ! So true it is, that 
simplicity is of all things the hardest to be copied, 
and ease .to be acquired with the greatest labour.** 

** Although this kind of writing does not seem 
to require any great strength, or body, yet it 
should always have such a degree of vigour and 
good plight, as may show it to be in perfect health.** 

Simplicity is not of a very florid complexion; yet 
it never wears a consumptive appearance. Each 
thought has its prc^r extent^ and the flow of Ian- 
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|riia|Ftt is anfficienfly ksptap, bat wiflioiitaiij iwefi, 
or redundancy. 

** But Jet us first &ee it &om the diackles of 
number.'* 

By the ^aekleB of number, Oioero here metns 
fhe strict rules of harmony, a musical distribution 
of the parts and pauses, sounding words, and tuneful 
periods, all of which are misplaced in a familiar 
letter* and totally inconsistent with simplicity. 

"We may likewise add, that it is not necessary 
to be at the pains to cement word to word with a 
scrupulous exactness : for those breaks, which are 
made by the meeting or collision of vowels, have 
now and^ then a good effect, as they discover a 
pleasing negligence, and show the writer to be 
more solicitous about things than sounds.** 

In poetry the meeting of vowels has a disagree- 
able effect, which Pope so well exemplifies in the 
very line where he censures that ^Ap^ 

Tho* oft the ear the open voweltf tire. 

A hiahu is also to be avoided as much as pos- 
sible in any piece of regular or elaborate compo- 
sition in prosQ. But in a letter, we are apt to 
neglect those little attentions, and the more readily, 
as we do not seek to dose our ranks, in order to 
make a sihgle impression by the union of several 
fiiroes. 

. ** Being now freed as to what relates to the mea- 
sured flow and combination of ^e words, let us 
see what it has to observe in other respects. Fot. 
though these short and unconnected phrases require 
care, yet art should by no means appear. The great 
point is to preserve a sort of industrious negligence. 
It is with simplicity of style, as witii many Women 
who look best in an undress — always agr^oabl^ 
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without clfectiii; to appear ibo. Here, ^ttatefyre, all 
the glitter of ornament, like that of jewels and 
diamonds, must be laid aside ; nor must we apply- 
even the crisping-iron to adjust the hair. Thera 
must be no paint, no artful washes, to heighten ^e 
complexion; but neatness and elegance must be 

our only aim. 

* * « - • • «- 

^ To render it lively and agreeable, it roost be 
intermixed with ingenious thoughts that seem to 
break upon us unexpectedly.** 

But as these thoughts depend on a firuitfulness 
of genius, and a peculiar turn of mind, they are 
not at every writer's command. Good sense, how- 
ever, will always supply their place. 

** Every advantageous use may also be made of 
a nice and delicately seasoned pleasantry. Of this 
there are two sorts, one of which is called gaiety, 
or humour, and the other consists in what we term 
smart saYingsj* and quick repartees. The first is 
employea when we relate an agreeable story, and 
the latter in giving or retorting a stroke of ridicule.'* 

We shouM be extremely reserved on the head 
of pleasantry, because it is never good unless well 
placed, and it is difficult to hit the mark justly in 
a letter, as one shoots at such a distance. Aa to 
sallies of wit, it is still more dangerous to let them 
fly at random. Repeat the smart sayings of others^ 
if you will, or relate part of some drou adventui^ 
to enliven your letter ; but the least fondness for 
sarcastic jokes, wQl expose you to the imputation 
of malice. 

** AH affected witticisms should likewise be avoid- 
ed, as they are generally cold and insipid. 

"Lastly, we should be very cautious how we 
employ the treasures of eloquence ; I n^pon those 
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CMmaments, of which some consist in-th^ thoo^ts, 
and others in the words. 

"• Such of them as 'are too striking must bo 
avoided, that, if possible, there may not be the 
slightest appearance, or even a suspicion, of a de- 
sign to please." 

The epistolary style admits all the figures of 
words and thoughts, as they are the expressions 
of nature herself; but admits them after its own 
manner. It delights in modest grace, |pt rejects 
flourishes^ It is not the language of the vulgar ; 
It is the style of oratory reduced to the level of 
common conversation. 

Any further remarks on this head may tend to 
confuse the yoUng letter- writer. With clear ideas 
of the priBciples here laid down, let him read at' 
tentively, alter this volume, select letters from 
Cicero, Sir William Temple, Swift, Arbutfanot, 
Madame de Sevigne, and I^dy Msxf Wortley 
Montague; and let him endeavour by reiterated 
csssays to approach to their excellence. 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT.. 
Tee President of the United States; or, Hi9 
Excellency the President of the United States* 

FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
fiw Excellency G. C, Vice PteMent of the UnUed 
States, 

FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

D. W ^ "Esq. Senator / or 

H. R , Esq. Member 6f the House of- Repre^ 

sentatives, 
H. W , Esq. M. H. R. (L e. Member of the 

House of Representatives.) 

FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE. 
R. C ■, Esq. Secretary of the Senate, 

FOR THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 

H. T. D , Esq. Clerk H, R. 

FOR JUDGES. 

Hon. J. W f Chief Justice of the Sufreme CaurU 

Hon. H. O , Associate Justice of the Suprema 

Court, 

Hon. W. C. D ^ Judge of the Court of Probate, 

Hon. H. R. C , Chief Justice of the Court of 

Common Pleas, 
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FOR HEADS OF DEFARTMENIV OF THE FEDERAI< 

GOVERNMENT. 

Hon. J. R. I 1 Secretary of the IVeasury. 

FOR GOVERNORS OF STATER 

His Excellency L. L , Governor qJ the State 

of Maine. 

FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS. 

His Honour J. J- , Lieutenant Oitoemor $f th$ 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE OTATE SENATE. 
Hon. J. R , Senator, 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPEE8EN. 
TATIVES OF THE STATE. 

W. H , House of Representatives. 

For all Civil Officers holding commissions from 
the President of the United States, or from the 
Governors of States. 

H. R—^, Esq. 

For aU Officers of the Army holding the rank of 
Major, or any, superior rank. 

H .W , Esq. U. S. A. &c. 

For aU Officers of the Navy holding the rank of 

Captain. 

W. W , Esq, U. S. N. Sec. 

For Officers of the State Militia of the rank of 
Major, or any svpetior rank. 

W. W. L , Esq. 

FOR JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 
H. R. L , Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

FOR COUNSELLORS AT LAW. 

H. W. L , Esq. Counsellor at Law 

3 
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FOR BISHOPS. 

The Rijrht Rev. W. R ^ Bishtf of the PraUsU 

afU fyiseopal Church in the Diaetse ef , 

FOR CLERGYMEN. 

The Rev. H. L-^— , &c. or Rev. H. L , or Rev. 

Dr. L 

COLLEGE PROFESSOUa 
L. H ^ Elsq. Profe§$or of Law in ih$ thnter^ 

w!w. cHZi D. D. LL. D. JHUKt Pr^$m of 
Divinity in H UnivertU^* 

Officers of the' army, navy, militia, and civil Hat, 
of ranks inferior to Uiose above designated, ore 
addressed with the ftdditioa of the name of theii 
office, regiment, &c« 



REMARKS 
ON TITLES AND STYLES OF ADDRESS. 



Most of the abovementioned titles and addi- 
tions, are snch as are customarily used in legal 
papers, contracts, commissions, &c. ; but courtesy 
being more liberal than law, goes much farther, 
especially in the use of theT term esquire^ which 
appears to be applied indiscriminately to all men 
who pay a cajHtation tax. 

Many persons are accustomed to write honoura* 
hie befor% a man*s name, and esquire after it. But . 
this seeibs to be ascribing different ranks to the 
same person at the same time ; and is, therefore, 
in bad taste. So, indeed, is the accumulation of 
titles and additions to a name in any case. In 
addressing to a person holding office, any docu- 
ment or paper having reference to that office, it is 
strictly proper and in good taste, to write out in 
fiill, after his name, tlie title belonging to him in 
the character in which he is addressed. But in all 
letters on private .business, friendship, or any of 
the common affairs of life, it is proper and becom- 
ing to use a very simple and modest style of ad< 
dress, as Mr. A. B. ; or, if the law awards him that 
designation. A, B. Esq. Any more exalted title 
in an ordinary letter, is seldbm preferred by a man 

of sense and genuine republicanism. 

(35) 
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PARLOUR LETTER-WRITER.^ 



LETTERS ON BUSINESS. 

l%e 9ueee89€r of a TVadeBman retiring from Busi- 
ne88t to a Wholesah Merchant in Philadelphia* 

Reading, June 4th, 18—. 

Sii^— Having arranged with my friend, Mr. ^ 

who is retiring from business, to take the whole 
of the concern off his hands, I propose continuing 
the same upon the plan he has For many years 
successfully pursued, and which has been crowned 
with so hftppy a result 

Should It he agreeable, in all respects, to serve 
me upon the same terms you have been accustomed 
to supply him, you will oblige, me by executing 
the inclosed order as early as. possible. 

Mr. writes to you by the same post, and I 

doubt not but his letter will afford~you6very satiB- 
iaction as to the integrity of his successor. 
Who is, sir, 
Yoor obedient, humble servant 
Mr. 



T%e Anstoer, 

Philadelphia, June 5th, 18—; 

Sir— I received yours of yesterday's date, and 

un happy to hear of my friend, Mr. , retiring 

firom baeiness, and ftel assured that by yoor pur- 

CS7) 
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saing the same respeoUlile and steady courae 
which he has, an equally saccessful result most 
await you. 

I feel much pleasure and satis&etion ix& exe- 
eatmgr your order, after the honourable testimony 
which he has borne towards yoo. 

The goods may beexpected by yon at the latter 

end of the week, by the wagon. Trusting 

that they will give you entire satisfaction, and that 
I shall continue to be fiivoured with your orders, 
in the usual way, 

I remain, sir. 

Your very obedient servant. 
Mr. 



7%e Sueee989r of a deeeawed Trademtan to a 
WkoUa^U Merchant in Phiiadelphia, 

May 3d, 18^ 

Sir — ^In oonseqaenee of the unexpected death 
of Mr. ^ I have made an arrangement with 
his widow to take the business and remaining stock 
in trade off her hands fand being well avrare of the 
upright manner in which you served my late wor- 
thy niend, I shall continue his connexion with yon. 

You will oblige me by forwarding the inclosed 
order immediately. Herewith you will receive a 
chedc for the amount, it b^ing my intention to pay 
for all my goods when ordered, expecting, of course, 
the usual discount will be allowed. 

Upon receiving a statement of my late friend^s 
accounts with you, an immediate settlement of the 
same shall be made. 

I am, sir. 

Your obedient, humble senrant. 
Mr. 
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T%t Merehanfs Answer. 

Fhilalfelpbia. May 9th, 18—. 

Sir — InformfttioD had^ftached me of the decease 
oi my old friend, prev^nia to the receipt of your 
obligingr letter ; yet I, eitniiot 1^ rejoice that his 
business has fallen to the lot of so able a successor. 

I must also acknowledge my obligation for your 
▼ery kind order, which I have this day forwarded 
to you in ten bales, marked i by the Mary of 
this port, Robert Jones, master. Yon will per- 
ceive by the invoice, that I have allowed the tisnal 
discount for cash ; and you may be assured, I shall 
serve you with the greatest punctuality aod honour. 

The late Mr. *s account shall ]» made out 

and transmitted to you, agreeably to your request, 
though the amount due to me is & mere trifle. 
Hoping a continuance of your favours, 
I am, sir. 

Your obliged humble servant 
Mr. 



TSrom a Young Man commencing hutinew Bering 

Correspondence. 

York, May 7th, 18—. 
Gentlemen — ^Having commenced business on my 
own account, and being well acquainted with your 
honourable treatment of my late master, in ex. 
pectation of receiving the same, I offer you my 
correspondence, which, if it be agreeable, you wiU 
signify the same by sending goods as per order 
imm^tately, the money jp>r which I have herewith 
Inclosed, in ftiture, I simll expect the usual trade 
credit, referring you for my lesponsilMlity to 
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•' 



Mewrs. Jones and Robinson ; assuring you, at the 
same time, of the greuteet punctuality on my part. 
i ' I aiD, gentlemen. 

Your obedient servaat. 
Mesan. 

7%€ Prder to f»Uaw here. 

The Answer. 

Pliiladelphia, May SOtb, IS^ 

Sir — ^We have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, and are greatly obliged by the prefer- 
enee given to our bouse. 

The order you have favoured is with was this 
day sent off by the York wagon, in nine cases, 
with this mark, H> which We hope will reach you 
in safety. You may rely upon' the articles being" 
of the first quality. We beg leave to observe that 
your late master has sent us a most, excellent de. 
scription of your general conduct, and to assure 
you that we do not entertain the smallest doubt of 
your punctuality in making us due returns. 

We have also the pleasure of returning you 

herewith the sum of 9 , being the usual dis- 

coiut allowed on the amount of your order, for 
cash. Wbhing you every degree of reasonable 
success, 

We are sir. 

Your much obliged servants. 

air. 



From a WhcleBoU Dealer ts hit Correspondent^ 
requesting Payment. 

Pluiadelphia, June 4th, 18—. 
Sir-^A severe temporary pressure for cash, com- 
pels AM to solicit the settlement of the small 
account existing between us. 
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« 

I mast entreat you not to. attribute this applica- 
tion to any other motive than necessity, which I 
will fully explain when ,1 have the pleasure of, 
Boeing you. I must also desire that you will not 
place yourself under any inconvenience to send 
the whole amotmt, as a part of the sum due will be 
suflELcient, and much serve, 

Sir, yours truly. 
Mr 



The An8wer, 

Lancaster, Juiie 5th, 18 — . 
Dear^it — I am truly sorry tQ hear of the pres- 
sure on your circumstances, and rejoice that it is 
in my power,*" without the smallest inconvenience, 
to 'send you the whole amount of your bill. 

I have ailso sent herewith a check for $ ,' on 

my banker, for which you will return me goods as 
per order inclosed. Trusting you will speedily 
fiurmount your present difiiculty, 

I am, dear sir, 

Yours very tr.uly. 
Mr. 



Anstoer in the Neggtive, 

Lancaster, June 5tb, 18—. 
Sir — I am sorry to hear of your temporary dis- 
treM, and lament that it is not in my power to 
comply with your demand : but I will remit the 
amount of your bill as soon as I can call in some 
bills due to me. ^ 

I am, sir, yours, &c. 
Mr. 
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Another* 

Lancaster, June 5tb, 18 — • 
Sir^I am truly sorry it is not in my power to 
comply with your request at present. I am in 
expectation of a remittance, in the early part of 
next week, when yon may rely upon an immediate 
attention being paid to your wishes. 

I am, sir, yours, ^c. 
Mr. 



From a JVadeBtnan in diatrets, to his Pflneipsd 
Creditor, requesting time for Payment. 

gir.-*Unezpected circumstances compel me to 
solicit from you a period of twelve months for the 
payment of my account, it being impossible for me. 
to liquidate your demands at present, which is 
principally owing to the failure of several of my 
country customers, and some severe family afflic- 
tions. 

I am confident you have known me sufficiently 
long to be convinced of my probity ; and I doubt 
not but that you, as my principal creditor, will in. 
terest yourself to procure me the same time from 
the other merchants with whom I correspond. 
And you may be assured, that at the appointed pe- 
riod every demand shall be honourably discharged. 

I am, sir. 

Your very humble servant. 
■ Esq. 



Another, 

York. July 7Ui, !»-. 

Sir^— Owing to several heavy losses which I 

have experienced through the failure of some of 
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m J coontry customers^ and heavy expenses arising 
from severe domestic afflictions, I am compelled 
to solicit time to enable me to meet the various 
demands which will shortly be made upon me. I 
trjist that the uniform punctuality with which I 
have liquidated my accounts, and the integrity of 
laj character, will be of some weight in deposing 
you to a compliance. •* 

I have also to solicit (hat yon, sir, being my 
principal creditor, will aid me in endeavouring to 
obtain the like favour from the rest of my corret- 
pondenfii. 

^The shortest period I can name for the payment 
of my debts, will be twelve months; at the conclu- 
sion of which time, I have not the smallest hesita- 
tion in stating, that every demand upon me shall 
be &ithiully discharged, should I be favoured with 
the leni^ required. 

I remain sir, 
Your obedient and very humble servant* 
Mr. 



ATUwer. 

July lOtb, 18-^. 

Dear Sir — I am sorry to hear of your distress, 
and can assure you that it^ives me pleasure, by a 
compliance with your request, to convince you 
&OW greatly I respect your character, and how 
much I wish to serve you. 

I have waited upon your Ather creditors, and 
they, together with myself agree to allow you 
eighteen months for the settlem^^ of your present 
account, and in the interim tcrfupply you with 
goods as usual. I am, dear sir, with sincere wish- 
es for your greater prosperity. 

Yours, very faithftdly. 

Mr. 
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Another AnsiDer, 

Philadelphia, Jaly 10th, 18—. 
Sir-^Haviiigr called a meeting of yoar creditors, 
I am extremely hurt to say, they have determined 
upon granting no additional time for the liquida- 
tion of their demands ; and I am directed by them 
to inform you, that unless the money due to. them 
is paid wi&in twentyx>ne days, resort will certain' 
ly be had to legal remedies. 

I am, sir, yours, &;c. 
Mr. 



From a Merchant at Madeira^ to one in PhUadeU 
phia^ directing an Exchange of Goods, 

Madeira, July 3d, 18^. 
Sir — \ hereby send this letter of advice to say, 
that on the 24th of June, I shipped on board the 
Jane, Captain Williams, ten pipes of Madeira, 
marked >< , which you will be good enough to dis- 
pose of; and with the produce, after dediicting a 
proper commission fot your trouble, purchase such 

fooids as you may imagine will be most likely to 
nd a good market here (observing also to ^^m- 
plete the inclosed order.) These you will be good 
enough to ship by the first vessel from Philadel- 
phia to this port. 

Not doubting bat you will select the best and 
cheapest article you can procure of American 
manufacture, 

Tarn, sir, your humble servant 
Mr. 

7%e Answer, 

Philadelphia, Sep. 20th, 18^. 

Sir — ^I received yours in due time. The ten 

pipes of wine, marked X , were safely lodged in tbo 
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eostom^ioafie. I lost no time in advertisii^ them 
lor jsale, in consequence of which I dispoeed of 
them for $— ^ — . This sum, agreeably X/tjomt 
comHiands, I have laid out to the best advantag^e ; 
and yesterday I shipped on board the Adrian, C^p. 
tain White, seven bales for you, marked lOI, 
which Z hope yon wHi receive in g^ood order, and 
find them to be such as yoa desire to have. 

I am, sir, 

* Your Tery obedient senrant. 
Mr. 



Trom a Country Tradesman, containing an Order 

for Goods. 

Harrisburg, June 20th, 18—, 
Grentlemen — I will thank you immediately to 
send me the goods, as per order inclosed. 

I must here remark, that in* your completion of 
my last order, several of the articles, especially the 
paper, was of an inferior quality. Y<m will be 
careful to avoid this error in future. ' 

L am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant. 
Messra. 

The Order to foUow here. 



The Ansioer. 

Philadelphia, June 10th, 18^. . 
Sir — ^We have this day completed, and sent oflT 
hy the wagon, your obliging order. 

We are greatly concerned at ydur complaint 
of some of the goods last received. It must have 
originated in an error of our packer ; but on your 
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returninir them, we will credit you to the ^uU 
amount. 
-Hoptkg to be fiiToured with your future ordera, 

We are, sir, yours, trely. 
Mr. 



JVofit u Country Book»ellerf4o one in PkUadelpk 

Harrisburg," June 4th, 18—^ 
Sir — Herewith you will receive your eataiogue, 
which I have perused, and marked such works as 
I have selected with my initials. You will, there* 
fore, oblige me by packing those selected, and 
sending Uiem, as early as possible, by Jones's 
wagon, from the Star Inn ; and place the same to 
my account, at the usual credit 

I am, sir, yours, &e> 
Mr. 



J%e Anower. 

Philadelphia, Jane 4tb, IS^ 

Sir — I received yours of the 4th inst and hare 
put up the works according tayour selection, with 
the exception of Dr. Chalmers' works, which are 
out of print; a second edition -of this work will 
be out in a few days, when you may depend upon 
their being immediately forwarded to yon. 

I have drawn a bill on you for the amount, 
which you will have the goodness to accept and 
return by post 

I am, sir, your obliged servant 
BIr. 



AgflieaiUm for the Character of a Clerk. 

Brighton, July 7th, 18-, 

Sir— A man of the name of Simmonds having 

applied to me to fill the situation of derk in iny 
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establishment, and paving referred me to yoa with 
respect to his capability and character, I shall feel 
obliged bj your transmitting the necessar^l^MLrti. 
colars, with regard to him, as early as possible, as 
I am desirous of being immediately suited. Re- 
questing you to accept my apology for the trouble 
I haYc given you, 

I remain^ sir, 

Your obliged servant 
Esq. 

Tke Ansioer^ 

Philadelphia, July 9th, 16>. 
8ii — In answer to your letter, I beg leave to 
state that Robert Simmonds was in my service, as 
clerk, for the space of six years; during the whole 
of which time I had every reason to be satisfied 
with his conduct, and have every reason to believe 
you will find him a confidential person. 

He was discharged from my service at his own 
request 

I have tiie honour to be, sir, 

Your very obedient servant 
Esq. 

Anciher Anetoer* 

FhUadelphia, July 8th, 18-. 

Sir — I can by no means recommend you to em- 
I^oy Robert Simmonds, whose character you de- 
sire to be hiformed of. 

He was discharged firom my service from strong 
presumptive evidence of "dishonesty, and continual 
intoxication. He is also in general extremely im- 
pertinent 

I am, sir, your obedient servant 

' Esq. 
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Requetting a Loan of Money, 

Friday Mornhif;- 

Sir — ^HaTing been disappointed of a concider&- 
ble remittance from the country, I feel myaeir 
particularly pressed for a small supply of cash, 
kaving to tale up a bill of a large amount due 
this day ; I have, therefore, to request you will 
have the kindness to oblige me with the loan of 
9120, for ten days, when it shall be punctaally re- 
paid you. 

Yours, very respectfully. 
Mr. 



7%« Angwer* 

FFidaf ETening^. 

Dear Sir — ^You are sufficiently convinced of my 
friendship to be aware how anxious I am at all 
times to serve you. Inclosed you will find a 
check upon my bankers for $120, which you need 
not be anxious to repay me under three months. 

I am, dear sir, 

Your sincere friend. 
Mr. 



Another Antwer, 

Friday Evening. 

Sir — Being placed in much the same situation 
as yourself, I can only observe, with truth, that I 
sympathize with you on the unpleasant circu'iQ-' 
stance, besides the regret I experience in not hav. 
ing the opportunity of serving my friend, which 



LVmCBS OH BnSINBM. 49 

you most be assured I would at all times cheer- 
fully embrace. 

1 am, sir. • 

Your sincere friend and ^ell wisher. 
Mr. 



D^emanding an immediate Payment of a Sum tf 

Money, 

Philadttlphia, Jane Ist, 18~. 

Sir— -A severe pressure in pecuniary matters 
oompels me to address you in a manner which 
may not perhaps be pleasing. 

The sum you are indebt^ to me ought* in jus- 
tioe, to have been paid ,siz months since, noia 
which period you have constantly trifled with me, 
by oflfering trivial excuses. 

You must be aware, that I cannot possibly 
carry on my business, and pay my creditors punc- 
tually, unless regular returns are made to me ; 
uid I have only to add^ that unless you send me a 
remittance, I must (however reluctantly I may do 
it) pursue other means for the recovery of my due. 

1 shall conclude, sir, bjf recommending you, if 
^ou are anxious to prosper in trade, to be diligent 
m your bqpiness, and, above aU things, to be punc- 
tual in the paym^ht of your bills. 

I am, sir, your obedient servants 
Mr. 



The Amwer. 

Philadelf^ia, June 99, V^, 

Sir— rl have to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter, and confess that .you have some reason to be 

4 



' # 
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displeaaed at my inattention; yet, sic^ L can 
aBsure you that unavoidable circumstances (on 
my pwrt) have alone prevented n^ from discharg-. 
inff your biU. 

^ne fact is, I could not collect the money due 
from the little shopkeepers whom I supply, and to 
whom I am compelled to give long* credit I have 
now, however^ received some bills, in consequence 
of which you will find inclosed an order on my 
agent, (payable at sight,) for $74, being the fuU 
amount of your demand. ' And in the course of 
next week, you will receive an order from nra fur 
an extensive assortment of goods. 

J am, sir, your humUe servant. 
Mr. 



Another Answer, 

Sir — ^Unavoidable circumstances prevent me 
from immediately complying with your demand. 
I can assure you I have used every exertion in my 
power to send you a remittanoe, but without suc- 
cess. I have no doubt but I shall be enabled to 
do so next Week, and to effect a final settlement 
within two months- from the present time. Trust, 
ing you will not put me to tl^ expense and incoB* 
venience attendant t>n harsh measures^ ^ 

I remain^ sir, yours, &o. 
Mr. 



Complaint of a Delay in the Execution af an Order. 

August 19th, IS—. 

- Gentlemen — ^The order I sent you on the 4th 
inst has not yet beep forwarded : I must remark, 
that jt is not the first time I have been inoonve«« 
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nieneed by your delay, and anless jon are more 
pUBCtaal in future, I shall be under the necemity 
of opening an account with another firm. 

I am, gentlemen, yours, ^c^ 
Messrs. 



l%e Anstoer. 

Sif< — We have to apologize for oxtr seeming in- 
attention, but being out of some of the articles 
necessary to complete your order, we thought it 
would hie better to wait till we could send the 
whole, which we have this day done, per the 
wagon bound to your place. The strictest punc- 
tuality shall be in future attended to. 

We are, sir,^ your obliged servants. 
Mr. 



Requeating time for the Payment of Mimey, 

Lancaster^ June 90tb, 18—. 

Sir->^-<!^ircumstances having put it totally out of' 
my power to settle your account, has, I can assure 
you, caused me much inquietude j the failure of 

the mnk, and long sickness in my family, 

have combined in a temporary pressure upon me. 
I have therefore to request you will accommodate 
me with six weeks for the settlement of your de- 
mand. From our long intercourse, 1 have no 
doubt of your compliance. 

I am, dear sir, yours truly. 
Mr. 
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The Anstter, 

New-YoEict lunQ SSd; 18-*» 
Dear sir — Before the receipt of yoars of tbe 
SlOlh ult. I was in possession of the particulars 
which have caused a temporary eixibarrassment in 
your aflBsiira, and cannot bnt sympathize with yoa 
on account of your loss, and especially in vonr 
domestic afflictions. I have not been the least 
apprehensiTe respecting our account, and heg yoa 
wih take your own time fi>r its discharge. Hoping 
to receive your orders as usual, 

I remaii^ sir, yours very- sinoerelj. 
Mr. 



Another Annoer, 

June 90tb, 18 — ^. 

Dear sir — I am sorry my circumstances will 
not permit of my complying with your request ; 
for being urgently pressed for cash myself I must 
be under the gainful necessity of refusing iL 

I 9,m, sir, yours, &c. 
Mr. 



From a Journeyman to a Gentleman^ requeatitiff 
Pecuniary AatiUtanctf 

Oetober 13th, 18—. 
Respected Sir — Your general character for hu- 
manity towards the distressed, has alone induced 
me to make this application; nor should I hava 
had the presumption to do so now, would not my 
character for industry and honesty bear the strictest 
investigation ; for which purpose, respected sir, I 
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am permitted to- give you a reference to the ibl- 
lowingr gentlemen: Mr. Thomas Jones and Mr. 
Bobert Watson. 

My late employer died last Tuesday, and hit 
executors have made me an offer of the basiness 
«t an easy rate, by which I should be enabled to 
soi^ort my family with comfort, and, perhaps, in 
time, accumulate money ; but, alas ! I have not 
sufficient for this purpose- by 950. Thus pressed, 
sir, and unwilling to lose the flattering chance thus 
presented to me, I have taken Uie liberty to solicit 
your assistance. Be assured, sir, your money shall 
be safe, and repaid you in the course of twelve 
months, till which period I will, if you please, give 
you a judgment bond on the stock in trade. 

I trust, sir, you will pardon the liberty I have 
thus unwarrantably taken, and which nothing but 
your well-known philanthropy could excuse. 
I am, sir with the highest respect. 

Your very humble servant. 
^.Esq. 

The Answer, 

October, ISth, 18-. 

^ir*-In acknowledgment of your letter, I most 
observe that, firom the reports I nave heard in your 
iavour, I haVe not the smallest objection to accom- 
modate you with the sum of $50^ without interest, 
ior three years; with the help of which I have no 
doubt but you will prove successful. In short, 
there will be no fear of it, if you continue to be 
equally honest and industrious, as you have hitherto 
been. 

Yon may rely upon my interest with my friends, 
ior them to employ you ; and if you wiU call on 
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nie at an early hour to-morrow morning, I wiH 
haye the money ready for your use. 

I am, sir, yonrt'Bincerely. 
BIr. 



Another, 

July, 5th, Id—. 

Respected Sir^^An opportunity having nowpre- 
iented itself, by the decease of my late master, of 
laying a permanent foundation for my future pros, 
pects in lifo, I have ventured to address you on 
the subject, having every reason to believe, from 
the sentiments you have hitherto expressed con- 
cerning my welfare, that your kind assistance will 
not be withheld under present circumstances. 
Messrs. Wilson and Parker, the executors of my 
late master, have ofiered me the business and stock 
in trade, and lease of the premises, for the sum of 
$150, which sum is really trifling when compared 
with the prospect and advantages which I am 
confident, must attend, the closing upon such an 
offer. My industry and frugality have secured to 
me two-thirds of the above sum ; and pardon me, 
flir, when I state that I have sanguine hopes that, 
spoti due consideration, you will not allow such 
an opportunity to pass away, by withholding your 
assistance at this critical juncture, since it is by 
no means probable that such a prospect will ever 
again offer, for the security of my future welfiure 
and happiness. Earnestly soliciting your generous 
attention to my request, 

I remain sir, 

Your most obedient sertant. 
Mr. 
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Atutoer, 

JttlfTth. I&-. 
M^ joung Friend — ^I have taken your letter into 
eonsideration, and most agree with you that such 
an opportunity seldom offers, to a young man de- 
siroas of establishing himself, on such a basis and 
apon such terms. There is one statement in your 
letter, which not only induced me to afford the 
matter due consideration, but weighed much with 
me in coming to a conclusion, which is, that you 
have been so considerate and frugal as to be already 
possessed of two-thirds of the sum required, and 
trustin? that an advancement of your station in 
life, will rather add to than diminish your precau^ 
tion for future contingencies, I shall feel muci» 
pleasure in <^omplying with ^our request ; allowing, 
at the same time, three years for the liquidation 
of the loan, without interest. You can call upon 
me next Tuesday, when the sum you request shall 
be ready for you : at the same time you can place 
the lease under my care. 
I am, sir, 

Your sincere friend and well-wisher. 
Mr. 



ReqiuBting a Favour, 

Jum 14th, 18^ 
My dear Sir-^I shall feel myself particularly 
obliged^ if you will have the kindness to call on 
« Mr. Jtokson, druggist. No. 7, Dey-street, and pay 
Mm, on my account, the money sent herewith, 
(HO; observing to take his receipt in fiill of all 
dbmands for the same. 
^ I am sorry to give you so mu;^ trouble, but 
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when an opportunity offers, shall be h^ppy to bo 
of service to you. 

• I am, dear sfr. 

Your obliged, humble serwit 
Mr. 



ThtAntwvr, 

Jane 16t]i, 18— b 
Dear Sir — I di:dy received yours, and can assure 
you that I shall always be happy to transact any 
business for you. Agreeably to your directions, I 
paid the ^10 to Mr. Jackson, and have inclosed 
you his receipt for same. 

With best wishes for yourself and family. 

I am, dear sir, yours truly. 
Mr. 



Solieiting EmpUn/mmd* 
, June 16th. 18^. 

Sir — Being informed that you want a steady 
person to fill the situation 4>f clerk, I beg permis- 
sion to make you a tender of my services. I can 
have an unexceptionable character for propriety of 
conduct and abilities. In addition to which, I car 
give any security you may please to require. 

The favour of an early answer is requested, 
when, if agreeable, I will do myself the honour of 
wuting upon you. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Yours, very respectfully. 

^.Esq. 

■ << 

The AnMWtT, 

June 17th, 18*, 

Sir— In reply to your'lettar, I have to state that, 
provided you can ^vr^ me the reference you meo- 
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tian, and flecority to the amoont of $500, 1 shall be 
happy to engage you as clcpk. 

Expecting to see you at my house' to-morrow 
fereinoOD, at eleven o'clock, 

I am, sir, yours, &% 
Mr. .__. 

From a young TVadetman, in reply to an unex» 
jpeeied demand for Money, 

January 4tb, 18—. 
Sir — I am much surprised at the unexpected de- 
mand you have made upon me, especially as I am 
unconscious that iwy transaction on my part can 
have tended to impair yoar confidence in my int^« 
rity. I must observe, that it is, at present, whsmf 
out of my power to comply, and in oonsequenee 
of my arrangements, have little prospect ofsodoxngr 
until the usual Hmit of credit expires. 

. . I am, sir, yours, 4te. 

Mr. 

7%e Answer, 

lanuary 7tb» 18— w 
Sir — It IB contrary to my disposition to treat an 
individual with harshness, with whom I am in the 
habit of transacting business, but certain intima- 
tions having reached me, of an unpleasant nature, 
I feel bound to persist in my former demand. How- 
ever, for your satisfaction, I inform you, that I shall 
be at home this evening, when, if you think pro- 
per to call upon me, and satisfactorily answer cer- 
tain particulars I will then name to you, you ^1 
ejqperience every indulgence from me. 

I remain, sir, your well-wishor. 
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Fnm a Tenant to ht$ Landlord, requ,^ting Hma 
for the Payment of his JZenl. 

March 30th 18—. 
Sir — I am sorry that necessity compels me to 
request that you will fiivour me with one month 
beyond the usual time on which the payment of 
my rent is due, at which time I shall be able to 
settle the whole. 

Trustinnf that my conduct during^ the period 
which I have been your tenant, will induce yon to 
comply with this request, 

I am, sir. 

Your most obedient serrant. 
Mr. 



Tke Answer* 

April 9d, 18-. 
Sir — ^Never having hitherto experienoed any de- 
lay in your payments, it would be unconscionable 
in me not to accede to your request Trusting 
you will not labour under any moonvenience at 
the time stated, 

I remain, sir, yours truly. 
Mr. 



Another Anewer. 

April 9d, 18~v 
Sir-^I cannot help informing you, that it would 
be with -much reluctance should I grant you one 
day beyond the usual time that I expect my rent, 
having had repeated applications of this nature 
firom you, and for which I never discovered any 
saUsfactory reason. I therefore expect you will be 
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prepared at thie proper time, or the eonseqaencet 
may prove very disagreeable. 

I am, sir, yomrs. See. 



Fran^ an in9olveni Tradesman to hit principal 

Creditor, 

August Ist, 18~. 

Sir — Circnmstance^ hove reduced me to the un- 
avoidable necessity of stating to you that I am un- 
ab^ to meet the demands of my creditors. Bad 
debts have, chiefly, condaoed to place me in a state 
of insolvency ; you will^ therefore, take the neces- 
sary steps, in conjunction with the rest of my cre- 
ditors, to appoint assignees for the due distribution 
of the property of which I am at present possessed. 
Permit me, sir, to observe, that I shall be happy 
to meet the most rigorous investigation into my 
affairs, feeling confident that my books will dis- 
close the utmost integrity and frugality on my 
part ; and, ultimately, dispose my creditors to a 
&vourable consideration for the future prospects 
of myself and numerous family. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully. 
Mr. 



The Answer, 

August 3d, 18—. 

Sir-<-Your letter duly reached me. I am sin- 
cerely sorry to learn the unpleasant situation in 
which yv>u are involved,' and am anxious to extri- 
cate you from it. 

Upon making your statement knov^ to your 
other creditors, they have agreed with me to wlow 
you a period of four years for the payment of your 
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present debts, proTided y oar -books are as you stats, 
(of which I have no doubt) A person^ properly 
authorised, wiU be sent immediately to examine 
them, and on his return, every thing shall be care- 
fully arranged, with a view to the promotion of 
your comfort and prosperity. 

I am, dear sir, yours sinoerel/. 
Mr. 



Ffwn a ymtng Tradesman to a wholesaU DboUt^ 
revesting topo$tpone the Payment efn Bill. 

July ad, 18—. 
Sir — ^The promissory note you hold of mine will 
become due on Monday next; but I am. sorry to 
state, that I shall not be able to make the necessary 
payment till ten days afler : I trust, therefore, you 
will not present it till then, when it shall be punc- 
tually honoured. If required, I wilt give you secu^ 
rity to the amount. In expectation of your answer, 

I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant. 
Mr. 



The Answer. 

July4tli.is-. 

Sir— I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, and shall comply with your request; but 
suffer me, as a friend, to advise you never again 
to give a note, unless you are certain of paying it 
when due, as in some hands, it might be produc- 
tive of unpleasant consequences. I require no 
other security than your honour. 

I am, sir, your well-wisher. 
Mr. 
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Anoiher An9u>er,^ ^ 

Jaly4th, 18^. 
Sir-^HaTing paid the note away previous to the 
receipt of your letter, I do not possess. the power 
of complying wit^ your request. You must, therft. 
fi>re, pirepare to take it up when due, or your cha- 
racter will soffen 
Mr. Ia«...ir.y«ur..*c 



From a Country Tenant^ reque$tine time far the 
Fayment of hURer^ 

September 10th, 18—. 
Sir — Owing to a general fiiilure of my crops, 
and a great mortality amongst my cattle, I am 
compelled to solicit time for the payment of my 
rent ; and as the winter is now approaching, I fear 
it will not be in my power to make any payment 
until the commencement of the Spring quarter. 
As you must be well aware that my inability to 
settle with you originated with the very bad season 
which we havo experienced, and as you have uni- 
formly found .me punctual in the discharge of my 
rent, I have every reason to hope you will afford 
me the lenity I require. 

I am, sir. 
Your most obedient servant. 
-t: Esq. _ 

The Answer, 

September 14th, 18—. 

Dear Sii^--I trust no person will tax me with 

being a severe landlord to those worthy men froj;n 

whose industrious •cxcrtioAs I derive my income. 

Pr^y make yourself perfectly easy respecting the 
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rent dae to me, as I am conicioas that joa will 
pay me as soon as you have the power. 

If ^0 will serve you, I have given my agent 
directions to accommodate you with the loan of it 
for three years,, at common interest. Trusting^ 
that you will surmount your present difficulties, 

I am, sir, your sincere friend. 
Mt. 



Anaiker Answer. 

September 14th, 18—. 
Sir — I am sorry that I cannot comply with your 
request — were I to do so in one instance, I should 
be obliged to do so in every case. I must, there- 
fore, request that the money due to me for rent, be 
immediately paid into the hands of my agent. 

I am, sir, yours, See, 
Mr. 



From a JVadegman in the Country tb a Friend m 
7*01011, requesting a Favour, 

'September 5th, 18—. 
Dear Sir— From the friendship that subsists be- 
tween us, X am induced to request that you will 
be kind enough to purchase and forward me the 
articles, of which I have sent a list herewith, as 
also a check for the amount Should it be in my 
power to return the obligation, by transacting any 
business for you in the country, I beg you will 
give me your directions, which shall be executed 
with pleasure. 

I am, dear sir, yours faithfully. 
Mr. 



• "3%e Answer, 

September lOtb, 18—. 
Dear Sir — I have this morning sent off the ya. 
rious articles you desired me to forward. I can 
assure you that I purchased them at the cheapest 
market, and I doubt not that you will approve of 
their quality. 

At present you cannot do any thing for me in 
the country, but in a montii I shall have a little 
bufllnesa, when I shall accept your obliging ofifer. 

I. am, dear sir. 

Yours most truly* 
Mr. 



Letter of Recommendation. 

October 7th, 18—. 

Sir — ^The bearer (Joseph Turner,) having re- 
quested firom me a letter of recommendation, I 
beg leave to state that, through the period of six 
years in which he was in my service, he uniformly 
conducted himself in a manner that met my un- 
qualified approbationi <uid have no doubt, should 
you engage him in your service, he will be found 
a great acquisition, and merit your ettpem, 

I am, sir, youia fespectfuUy. 
Mr. 



Another* 

October 7th, 18—. 
Sir— I feel much satisfaction in recommending 
the beafer (John Scott,) to your notice, as a young 
man fulfy qualified to undertake the department 
of head clerk in your service, having had several 
years' experience of his ability and deportment. 



•" -^ ■ 
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and ftel ntiified thtt flieutmoit confidence may 
be^ placed in his honesty and. integrity. 

I am, sir, yoors, dtc. 
Mr. 



From a Ymtng Bbn voithing to eommeneo Btist- 
ncM, to a rich Reletive, 

October Tth, 10—. 

My dear and respected Sir— Having served my 
time to Mr. Shelby, the mercer, I am anzions to 
commence business upon my own account, but 
this will be utterly impracticable, unless you will 
condescend to afford me your assistance, which I 
am induced to hope you will, from the circum- 
stance of your frequent approbation of my con- 
duct while an apprentice, and the whole tenor of 
your conduct towards me. 

You arc aware, honoured sir, of my circum- 
stances ; consequently must know that I am not 
rwsessed of more than $200 in the world, and that 
have no friend able to assist me, with the excep- 
tion of yourself. 

An opportunity now offers fbr^ me to commence 
business, with every prospect of success. Mr. 
Jones, a late eminent erocer in this town, being 
deceased, the whole of his business, including the ' 
stock in trade, is t6 be disposed of by private con. 
tract, on Tuesday next, by his executors, of whom 
I have made prpper inquiries, and find the sum 
required will amount to $700. 

Having made this statement, I leave the whole 
to your kind consideration, assuring you, sir, at 
the same time, that whatever may be your deter* 
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tninadon on tlie subject, itl^ not Immki eHhir 
my love or respect 

I am, dear sir, 

Youn affectiomtelj. 
^ Esq. 

The Annoer. 

October 7lta, 18~. 

Dear Gieorge — I received your letter, and hasten 
to reply to it. I am happy that you a:Be sttHiible 
of my affection for yoo, which nothing but fmuc 
own bad conduct shall ever diminish. 

I am of opinion that the prospect whioh now 
opens to your notice, ongfhtnot to be neglected, a 
circumstance so iavourahh rarely occurrine^; I 
have, therefore, resolved to give you a marked tes- 
itimony of my affection towards you, by advancing 
you $1000. This sum I freely present you with : 
I doubt not, when added to your own little fortune, 
it will procure you a comfortable support; and 
with careful industry it may, perhaps, in time, en- 
able you to save (as I have doOMS before you, with- 
out hiidf your prospects,) a fortune. 

Wishing you all possible success, and trusting 
thai yoB will ever confide in me, 

I am, dear George, 

Your sincere ftiend 
Mr, 



FVsm a young Tradesman in Distress, to an M 
one in Prosperity, requesting his Advice, 

October 7tll, 18—. 
Sir — ^A number of bad debts have reduced me 
to great distress, from which, I foar, I shall not be 
able to extricate myself. 
This induces nie to make en application for 

5 



'< 
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yoor adfioe, ooofident, thoM any alternative re* 
main to me, excepting that of bankruptcy, that 
your long experience eaa pcnnt it out, which, from 
the ^rienilly interest you have avowed,! have no 
doubt but you will do. 

I find it impossible to make the necessary re- 
turns to the wholesale dealers, (especially to your* 
scl^) yet I am happy to say, my heart acquits^tne 
of having wasted one penny, and my books will 
prove that, when it can be received, there wiD be 
an ample sufficiency to liquidate every demand. 
This is a correct statement of my case; and- 1 
hope, dear sir, to hear fi-om you immediatdy, ae- 
suring you, at the sitme time, whatever you can 
recommend shall be punctually attended to. 

I am, dear sir. 

Your obedient servant- 
Mr. 



7Vfe iifistfer. 

October 9th, 18— 

Boar Sir — ^I am sorry to hear of your unpleajsant 
ntdatijon, but I see no reason for despondency, es- 
pedally as your debts can be more than liquidated 
by the sums due to you,>and which doubtless wiH 
be paid in time. 

Be therefore easy on this account, as being yom* 
principal (^editor myself, I will arrange matters 
with your other creditors. 

The only advice I can offer you id^ in future to 
be more careful what credit you give, till your cir- 
cumstances are sufficiently prosperous to enable 
you to lay out of large sums of money for a consid- 
erable time, when you may safely venture to extend 
your trade by giving bng credit 
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If ym. can convementlj sap with ma tbis ewu- 
iagr» after joor shop is shut, I shall be hajqvjr to sea 
Yoa, as we can then enter more ftdly into th« 
DosineflB* 

I am, sir, yotirs, sincerely. 



Mr. 



JFVvni a Marehant to hU Collector. 

Angawt IStli, 18—. 
Sir — ^If you can conveniently call here to-mor- 
row, with the account book, and all tiie inform^ 
tion you have been able to collect, I shaU be A 
home, and ready to attend to the business, by 10 
o'dock. 

If you cannot come to-morrow at that time, be 
so good as to send a line by the bearer. 

Tours. &«. 
Mr. 



An qfer of Correopondenee, 

Bridlol, March 9d,16'. 
Sir-^Understanding that the terms upon which 
you transact business with your country corre* 
spondents are very liberal, I am induced to propose 
opening an account with your house, which I have 
every reason to expect will turn out to our mutual 
advantage. I have been established in an exten- 
sive line in this city, for several years, and be? 
leaVe to refer you to 'Messrs. Gore and Cook, Wood 
street, Philaddphia, for every satis&ction upon the 
propoeod en^gement. I shall expect to be promptly 
supplied wim such articles as I may require at the 
cheapest rate, and of the best quality; in return €x 
whidi my remittance will be punctual. 



68 THE PAAIiOUR VETm-WKmOi. 

Should^ this proposal in^ wkh your ooDcnr 
lenoe, yoa wiB ez»ciite and forward the indoseQ 
order as eariy as possible. 

I am, sir, 

Yoar obedient servant 
Mr. 



The Annoer, 

Philadelphia, March 5th, 19—. 
Sir^— I have to admowledge the receipt of your 
obliging letter, and to inform you that, being per- 
fect satisfied as to character, your order will be 
immediately completed. 

You may rest assured that you shall recehre the 
most honourable treatment, that yotir goods shall 
be of the firat quality, and at the cheapest possible 
rate. 

I am, sir. 

Your obliged, humble seryant 
Mr 



From a Matter dissatufied ftUk hit Ckrk» 

June ad, 18—^ 
Mr. b Notwithstanding my repeated remon- 
strances to you respecting the general impropriety 
of your conduct, I am sorry to perceive that they 
have hot had an apparent efTect 

For the last time, therefiire, I solemnly warn yoi;^ 
•to reform tlie whole tenor of your behaviour, or I 
will certainly discharge you from my employment 
(a pwushment you most justly deserve^ 

Mr 



f^-» ^ 
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TAe Answer, 

Jane 4th, IS— w 
Sir — ^Your senoos letter has had its proper effect 
OD my mind, for which I am truly grateful to you» 
and, sir, you may be assured that, in future, yo« 
shall have as much reason to praise, as you liave 
hitherto had toiblame, my conduct With a grate- 
ful sense of your lenity, 
I am, sir. 

Tours, with tlie greatest respect 
Mr. 



Letter ef Thanks for an unexpected- Favour^ 

January 4tb, 18-~, 

Dear Sir — I have most sincerely to thank you 
for the kindness I have expeilenced from you, and 
more especially as it was wholly unsolicited on my 
part I had a most ardent wish to unbosom my 
mind to some friend, on the eircumstances which 
have borne heavily on me, both bodily and men- 
tidly, but was wholly without confidence as to the 
selection I should make, in so trying and delicate 
an afiair, as I did not conceive myself justified in 
the eTpectation of having so gvenerous and valuaHe 
a friend. At present, dear sir, I ean only return 
you sentiipents of acknowledgment for uie very 
great obligation under which you have placed me ; 
and to assure yoUt^that I shall ever cherish a grate- 
ful remembrance of this kind and considerate at- 
tention. 

I remain, dear sir. 

Your sincere and much obliged friend. 
^,Esq. 
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An Apology for not lending Money. 

Jaoe 4UI, 18-n. 

8ii^— I am matj that it ia not oonTenient for ma 
lo acoommodate yoa with the loan of 180 at pre. 
•ent, Irat ahall be happy to serve you on any othef 
occasion, if I possess tiie power. 

I am, air, yonrs;' &e. 
]lir. 



jFVom a Young Merchant to a WhoUoaU Dealer* 

Sir— By the recommendation of a neig^hbour, 
who has expatiated much upon your character, I 
think proper, while- commencing business^ to make 
applicalion to you, requesting you will send me a 
proper quantity of things for a young beginner, of 
the best quality, and on the most reasonable terms, 
which I think myself entitled to, a* all our deal- 
ii>g<S I intend. d«a be for leady money. 

I am, sir, yours, &c 



From ike VHuAeMU DedUr in reply. 

Sir— In answer to yourfiiTourof the 6th instant, 
I shall, by to-morrow*s coach, send you a few arti«- 
cles, which I shall submit as a specimen of both 
the quality and cheapness of all my things. Should 
it be your pleasure to repeat your order, I shall en- 
deavour to prove myself deserving of your fiivour.. 

am, with sincere wishes for your success, 

Y our obliged Betyani 
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Offer of Partnership. 

8iP>~?M7 busmesfi extends &r beyond my most 
Mmguine ezpectaficMis ; and^ ind66a» in) much wo^ 
that it is Impossible for one person to superintend 
etfch department I therefore wish to have a part- 
ner of integrity, and steady in his ap|dication to 
business, ako capable of advancing ■ ' ■ immedi- 
ately, and giving secori^ fi>r a mrther suxn tif 
, payable in — -. -Esteeming you as a per- 
son p ooo cB sing all these requisites, I make you the 
first ofler. ^ould you deem it worthy of your 
notice, favour me with an early call, and I will 
satisfy you as to the extent of the connexion, the 
profits, and dttl^ particulars important &fr you to 
know t>efbre such a bargain is finally settled. 
I remain, sir, With esteem and mendship. 

Your humble servant. 



Caution ogainH Partnership. 

Sir, (pr dear friend,) — ^I heard'^yesterdaj', with 
some alarm, from my long acquaintance with your 
family, (or firiendship to you,") that you are about 
to embark your capital in partnership with Mr. 

. I entrcAt you to be cautious how you act 

in this respect ; and you had, to speak the truth, 
far better decline it Mr. — -— is a man of talent 
and excellent address, and I do not belieive would 
wilfully deceive or injitte any one. But, alas ! as 
a counterbalance to this, he is a gamester, and no 
man*^ money, any more than his own, can then be 
sa& in such hands. I saw him last summer at 
the races ; all that was very well, if for a pleasant 
recreation, or relaxation firom the routine of busi- 
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neflfl, hdl there he was betting away with the spirit 
of a Lord Duke, and in a few subsequent days he 
was, to my knowledge, raising money on intwest 
to pajT hu debts of honour. leanjorove the truth 
of my assertions. I thought it nvfduty to impart 
them to you, leaj^ing you to act as you think pro- 
per, requesting your secrecy as to this communi* 
cation. I remain, sir, jronr most sincere frten^l 
and true well'Wisher, which I am Uways ^eady to 
pronre in deeds. «m well as words. 

YouiB, dbe^ 



Skilicking EmpUtymeni. 

Sir, (or gentlemen,) — ^Beingmfbrmed you are 
in want of a respectable trusty person to fill the 

situation of , I beg leave to oiler my services, 

believing myself fully competent of fulfilling the 
duties required. I can give the most satis&ctory 
and un«xcep{ionah)e reference (and security if re- 
quired). An early answer will oblige me. And 
if yom think Iji|^ould suit, I shall be happy to wait 
on you when yetr should please to aiqpoint. 

• I*remain, sir. 

Your obedient servant 



Request ofJ^aymenl^, 

Sxt — I am sorry that your want of punctuality 
should force me to write to you, requesting imme 
diate payment, my circumstances admitting no 
furdier delay ; and three months have elapsed be 
yond the usual time of allowed eredit, and not even 
a line from you. This is a bad way of conducting 
business, and I give you notice I shall, if the mo 
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nejr is not flent, pursue legal means fbi its recovery 
without further notice. . 

I remain, Slo. 



Sir-'— I own you had apparent reason to &el dis- 
pleased with me, and doubt my integrity. But I 
am ready to submit my accounts to your inspec- 
lion, and you will find I have not been able to col- 
let my accounts in ; and I 'put off sending to you 
from day to day in the hope of some families 
coming to town, to whom 1 .iaave given credit I 
pledge my word to settle with you in fourteen 
days ; and if you will send me the following arti- 
cles, I will pay for them on delivery. In the hope 
of your granting this delky, iind on my promise 
of future punctuality, 
I remain, 

Yuur humble and obliged servant. 

From an Apprentioe to hi^ather. 

Honoured Sir — ^As I know the great satisfaction 
it will yield to my dear honoured fiither, to hear 
how much I .approve of the business I am about 
learning, I emlijrace the first opportunity of writ- 
ing. My master is- an honest, pious, and most 
worthy character ; the family seem to follow his 
example, by preserving the greatest order and regu- 
larity ; he both encourages and seems pleased with 
my perfi>rmance ; in short, I^never was so happy — 
. and if my dear father will let me hear from him 
constantly, it will complete the felicity of his 

Dutiful Son. 
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From the Father in annoer. 

Dear Frank — ^Your approbation both of your 
master and business, has giy€n. me great satis&c- 
tion ; and I think it my duty to SdmoniJBli yoa to 
industry and sobriety, as these qualifications are 
most essential to a man of business : be very care- 
ful whose company you keep, for ** Evil comma- 
nications corrupt good manners ;**, be also atten^ 
tire to ihd economy of your domestic affairs, and 
do not waste the money that I allow you. These 
hints, I hope, will be of senrice ; and wheneyer 
you want advice, do not fkil in writing to 

Your affectionate Father. 



From a JVadesman in Dietrtssed Cireumstanc«$^ 
desiring a Letter of lAeense, 

It is now above Um years since I first had deal- 
ings with you. fuid during that time yoU know 
that my pajrments were regfular ; but, at present, 
am ftorry thai my affairs are so perplexed, that it 
is not in my power to comply with the just de- 
mimds of my creditors, nor eyen to pay them any 
thing until my afiairs are settied ; for that reason, 
sir, I have sent to you, desiring a letter of liepuse 
for only twelve months, in which time I hope to be 
able to settle my affairs to their satisfiiction ; but 
if they will not comply with this, I am completely 
ruined. Your answer is very impatiently expect- 
ed by 

Your, obedient humble sehnnt 
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The Anno&r. 

Sir — ^Yoan I received, and sm extremely sorry 
to boar that your circnmBtonneg are bo diatraned. 
In order to coiApIy with- your reqoeat, I cafled a 
ineetiii^ of the creditors, and i doubt not but they 
will agree to a proposal so &ir and reasonable, «f 
whidi I shall give you notice. 

I am, sir, 

Your real ftisiid. 



7b ^% Aequaifitanee, to harrow a Sum of Money. 

Dear Sb-r-If yon have fifly dollars, which yon 
can, without any inconvenience, spare for about 
SIX months, I shall be greaHy obliged to you to 
lend them to me for so I^g. 

I have been greatly disappointed aiid pressed for 
money ; at the same time, it is an unluekv, but not 
an oneommon cireumstanee. You will believe 
me, that I would not ask this of you, if 7 were not 
oevtam to give it to you back ; but if it be the 
least inconvenience to spare the monej dt all, or to 
be so long without it, pray refuse me. 
I am, dear sir. 

Yours with the greatest sincerity 



7b an UUhnate AeqnaitUanee^ to borrow Money, 

Pray fiivour me, Charles, with twenty dollars, 
bv the bearer, who is my servant I have imme- 
diate occasion, but will repay it "gain whenevei 
yon i^ease to make a demand. Ims letter wU 
answer all the purpose of a note ; from 

Your obliged humble servant 
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7b an Aeguainianeej to homnb a Sum of Monef 
for a $hort time. 

Dear Sir — If it be qilite conveniait and agreeap 
ble to you, 1*11 beg the fiLVour of joa to lend me 
fiffy doUajra for the apace of three months preciae- 
Ij : any security that yoa can require, and I can 
give, you may oeely aak. A less time would not 
suit me ; a longer, yon may depend on it^ I shall 
not desire. Your answer will oblige. 

Sir, yoar very hnmble aenrant 



The Anower. 

Dear Sir— Any thing in my power is at all times 
very much at your service ; the sum you mention 
I have now by me, and can very conveniently 
spare it for the time you fix, and you are most 
heartily welcome to it Any hour that yon shall 
appoint to-morrow 1*11 be ready ;> and am, with the 
greatest sincerity. 

Your affectiomite fiiend, 



From a Servant in the City^ to his Matter in the 

Country, 

Sir — ^As I find your stay in the country longer 
than you expected, I thought it my duty to ac 
quaint you that we are all well at home * and to 
assure tou that your business shall be carried on 
with the same card and fidelity as if you were 
personally present We all wish for yuur return 
as soon vs your afiairs will permit : and it is with 
pleasure that I take this opportunity of subsaib 
ing myself^ 

Sir, your most obedient and fiiithfiil servan 
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Prom a CwMry Shopkeeper ^ to his Friend in New 
York^ desiring him to send him wme 69od§» 

Sir — ^That iriendsbip which we contracted in 
our jouth is not yet, I hope, abated, although 
Pf oYidence has placed us many miles distant from 
each other. I have heard of your success in New 
"Fork, and it is with pleasure I can assure you 
that I am comfortably settled here. But you know 
that our returns are alow, and profits small, and 
therefore, however willing, I am not in circum- 
stances sufficient to defray the expenses of a jour- 
ney to town, in order to purchase goods at the 
beat hand, which will be attended with some loss, 
because a considerable expense. Relying, there- 
fiire, on your fi>rmer fiiendship, I have presumed 
to solicit your assistance, to purchase, from time to 
time, what goodb I may happen to want from the 
city, fer which ah order shaU be remitted on de- 
livery. At present I have only sent for a few arti- 
cles, as you will see by the inclosed. I doubt not 
of yonr getting them as good and as cheap as pos- 
sible ; a^ if mere is any thing I can do to serve 
yon in tins part of the country, you may depend 
on its being executed with the utmost fiitelity and 
dispatch. 

I am, sir. 

Your sincere friend. 



The Anewet. 

Sii^— Yours I received, and am extremely glad 
to hear of your being so comfortably settled. There 
is a pleasure in looking back to those youthful 
days we spent togetlier in harmless amusement, 
and it gives me great pleasure to think that I h«ve 
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it in myjpower to be any way of senrioe to m. 
friend. The goods yon ordered are sent in Urn 
Matlbopoagh wagon, directed to yon. They an 
good, and as cheap as any in the city, and I. hope 
3F0U wiU be a considerabte gainer. With respect 
to your kind proffer of service, I heartily thank 
you, and shall, as occasion requires, trouble yon 
with something of that nature. In the mean tune 
be sure to command- me in every thing whenpiB I 
can serve you, as it will give the greatest pleasure 
to Your sincere frigid. 



From a Country Shopkeeper^ to a Dealer in Phua^ 
ddphiat compiaining of tiie Badness of his Chods. 
Sir — ^When I first began to correspond with you. 
It was my fixed resolution to act with integrity 
and honour, expectmg the same in return. I must, 
indeed, confess,, that the goods you sent me fior 
some time were as good as any I could purchase 
from another, and so far I had not any reason to 
complain. But now the ease is quite different* 
The two last parcels you sent me are so iMkd, that 
I dare not offer them to my customers. From 
what, sir, does this proceed ? ^ Have I ever been 
deficient in my payments ] No, yon dare not ac- 
cuse me of any thing of that nature. However, 
I am obliged to tell you, that unless you send me 
others in their room, I must either withdiuvf my 
correspondence, or shut my shop. Your iname- 
diate answer will oblige. 

Yours, Slc 

The Answer. 

Sir^-I received yours, and am esttmnely sorry 
to hear the gvods sent yon were so bad. I kno» 
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-4 had some such in my warebouset ^t was deter- 
mined to sell them &t a low rate, whhoat ever 
thinking of their being sent to any of m^ custom- 
ers, particularly so valuable a correspondent a* 
yeurselfl By some mistake my servants have in. 
advertently sent them, for whidi I am extremely 
sorry ; but in order to make you amends, I send 
by tiiis day*s- wagon those wmch I had originally 
intended Tor you, at my own expense. I hope you 
will excuse this^ and be assured you shall never be 
served in such a manner for the future. 

I am, sir, 

Your humble servant 



From a TVadegman in Reply to a Demand from 
one of hie Principal Creditore, 

Sii^-*The difficulty I have experienced in ob- 
tttBing settlements of debts which have been ow- 
ing to me fbr a length of time, the bad state in 
which business has been in, and the long credit I 
am under the necessity of ^vinr, can alone plead 
my excuse for not replying earlier to your ftvour. 
Joined to these, my unwillingness to send you any 
commmiication, unleqfi accompanied by a remit- 
tance ; and which, I find, afler the most strenuous 
exertions on my part, that I am unable to accom- 
piishf ¥dll, I trust^cause you to hold me excused 
of any intentional neglect I can assure you, no- 
thmg would give me greater pleasure than to be aUe 
to said you the Aill amount of the demand you 
have made on me, as I am quite satisfied tou 
would not make an application of the sort imless 
you were actually distressed fbr the moneys — I am 
weB aware that I have exeeeded the aocustomed 
lit; butiflthisisthe^rfittimelfaaTeftiledm 
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my promise with regard to fiion^y matters, I sfQ* 
cerely trust you will allow me^a little longer time, 
(say a month from this date) and I will, toiihoai 
/ou, send you the sum required^ — ^Waiting anx 
ously your reply, 

I am, sir, 

Yeur fid^ifiil serraBt 



' In Reply^ and fmouruble. 
Sir — Yeurs,.of the 26th instant, I hasten to it9- 
ply ta — ^Well convinced as I am of your integrity, 
I should feel ill at ease with myself^ if I refused 
the extended time you require. I am too well ac- 
quainted with the fluctuations of business, and 
the difficulty tradesmen have of obtaining settle- 
ments of their accounts, to press harshly upon 
them, more especially as I myself have at times 
need of lenity on the score of money maters. ' I 
shall, therefore, not write agam unt^ I hear from 
you, which I shall expect to do m a month or five 
weeks at farthest from this date. 

Yours very fiiithfrillyr 

In Reply,- ufrfavottrahh. 
Sir— I have just received yours of the 26th inst, 
and cannot but observe in reply thereto, that I 
^1 exceedingly disappointed at the statement you 
have made. I have depended on receiving the 
sum I named, more especially as the time agreed 
upon for payment has passed, and I must say that 
the inconvenient situation I shall be placed in fi«ont 
your non-compliance with my request, cannot be 
counterbalanced by any remittance you may make 
hereafter. I have therefore again to request that 
you will let me have 9—, at the least, this day 
teeek, otherwise I shall take legal measmres for tht 
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tmwnxy of llie whole ram ibe tb nie, I,a]B weH 
•.ware that bosiness is far ^firom be^ig hnakf but 
yoong tradesmen ought.to be-mcxre careful of gir* 
ing k>ng credit, and more especiaily when their 
€»ipitaVlike jour own, 19 but smalL 

I am, sir, 

Your obedient senrant 



From the Dradesman in Aiuwer. 
Sir — IW advice, which your let^r of yester- 
day contains, is bo pithy, so laconie, and so much 
to the purpdee, that it cannot fiul to have its due 
weight with mysc^ But after an acquaintance 
oif — ^' years, during which period some hundreds 
of dollars have b^n paid by me. to you, and with 
the utmost regularity, I little expected the lectur^ 
ing you have been pleased to favour me with ; but 
you ma^ depend on it, sir, I shall never again 
place it m your power to sc/iool m« as to the mode 
in which I should conduct my business. I am 
only sorry that I have kid you under the necessi* 
ty of refusing so trifling a favour. I beg, there* 
&re to inform you that, through the Idnduess of a 
friend, I shall be enabled, on this day week, not 
only to satisfy the demand you make, but also, at 
the same time, to settle the balance which will 
then be due to you. I^ therefore, you wiU either 
send a receipt, or call yourself on that day, the ac- 
count shall be closed, and all correspondence be* 
iween us on that, or any other subject, ended. 

I am, nr, yours, «c» 

7b a Friend, eolicitinf^ a frwmrfor a Son, 
Dear Friend---My ftmily is so numerous, and 
the returns in trade latterly &lHng off, that it is 
my wish to jdace my elder sister's children in a 

6 
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wiy of fsovidiiig^fer theraseivefl ; I shall theh haw 
the pleasure of seeing them in a proper path, and 
lessen my -domestic expenses, two most essential 
points to me and my wife» who is, I am sorry to 
observe, in a very weak state of health. Mary is 
gone to wait on a lady ; Jane is on trial at a dress- 
maker's ; and WilHam, now tomed fourteen, does 
not like my trade, hut has a great fancy to yours. 
Nor is there a man under the sun to whom I would 
sooner bind him apprentice'; siid 9b when I Ikst 
•aw yout you spoke of taking one, (or an additional 
one) I Inve ventured to make this requesL I can 
find him in clothes, but the premium, I fear, will 
be too small to meet your wishes. You will have 
the goodness, however, to let me know your deter 
mination as soon as convenient, and it will m^te> 
rially oblige 

Your sincere friend and well-wisher. 



Requesting a Loan of Money, 
If you, ray friend, can, without any inconve. 
nienoe to yourself^ lend me the sum of ^ for 

siJE weeks, for which I will give my note, yon will 
oonfer on me a lasting obligation. My customers 
have lately been backward in payment, though I 
look on aJl my book -debts as being in fair hands. 
Bat yon know most of my affairs with Gosling &, 
Co. and I wish to keep up my credit with them ; 
and if I settle the present demand, they will im- 
mediately increase my stock. An answer by the 
bearer will greatly obUge, 

Yours truly. 

TTie Anawet, 
Dear Sir — I cannot without some inconvenience 
advance you the money you require. Yet, anxious 
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to Mrre ;qu, and trusting you -wjail be ptmctoal to 
the g^vefi time, you may therefore call on me for 
that sun) this evening, after six ; till then I am en- 
gaged. If you . should meet S ■ , do not men- 
tion the eiscumstance to him, as yesterday, firom - 
motives of prudence, I refused to cash a hUk for 
bim, though of much less amount tiian that you 
l^ve occasion for. 

Yours, in sincere friendship and oonfidenoe. 

The Denud, 
Dear Sir — I re^rret I cannot acquiesce with the 
request contained m your note, for 1 reaUy am out 
of cash, tlirough the late repairs and alteri^tions of 
my house, and other causes. I hope my non-com* 
pliance will not seriously disappoint you, as you 
must have other friends whose ability to serve you 
keeps pace with their inclinations ; if not, as you 
seem to attach great dependence in the responnbi- 
lity of your book debts, assign them over to Messrs. 
Grosling & Ca who will no doubt send you in 
goods as you m^y require, and arrange as to future 
payments from you to their firm. 

Yours, &.C. 



The Tradesman's Reply, 
Sir — I do not thank you for your advice, my 
affiiirs not being in that desperate- cond^on as to 
require arrangements witH . my creditors ; but I 
grieve for the profanatioli of the sacred nataie 
nriendsliip. Had you not repeatedly offered assist- 
ance when I did not require it, I should not have 
made tiie request. You also forget the services I 
rendered you when you were at — — . But hold, 
it is mean of me to repeat an obligation; nor 
would I have done so had not your ingratitude 
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_ me ; and I am well aware of yonr power to 
befriend me in this temponury embarrassment, bnt 
your littleness o£ mind prevented you. Yes^ sir, 
1 bave met a friend, not another friend, fiir yoa are 
WLWorthy the a{^llation. Thank Heay^ every 
maa is not a butterfly only to bask in tl^ sqn 
shine of prosperity. You appear to be makhig 
rapid Strides towards prosperity, «&d with the wish 
it fnay continue, 

I remain, &c 

Fropi a ChniUmant reqtte9ti$ig the Chmracter ef a 

Servant 

Sir — ^I understand from- Jcim ;, that he had 

be^i (such a time) in youriservice as , and 

that he is capable of the situation. If his charac- 
ter suits my expectations, and he says he has no 
doubt of your Teeommendation being in his favour 
(his only motive), the cause of his^ dismissal bemg- 
(or sentences to tiie purpose required), I shall cer- 
tainly engage him, as I like his appearance and civil 
deportment Your answer by the return of the 
bearer will much oblige, 

* Sir, your humble servant 



Th« Answer. 

Sir — ^It is with pleasure I injform you that my 
late servant John, of whose character you do me 
the honour to inquire, is « worthy, honest, and 
sober young man, and perfectly qualified for thai 
line ofdomestic servitude he has chosen; he is clean 
in person, and of excellent temper. The reason he 
states as to leaving my establishment, and time of 
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remaining in it, are both correct; and with %d ear- 
nest wiah he may suit you in every respect, 

, I have, sir, the honour to be, &iC, 



A dijferent Reply, 

Sir — ^I ion sorty to say I cannot recommend— 
as I could ¥^ish ; he is a good servant when sober, 
but frequent inebriations obliged me to part ^ith 
him after repeated admonitions on my part, and 
▼ain promises of amendment on his. \Allow me at 
^e same time to say, I have nothing to allege 
against his honesty ; and as he has suffered much 
by being out of place, he may possibly have become 
seosiMe of his error, and make you a better ser- 
vant than he has done me. I have, sir, the h<Hiour 
to remain. 

Your obedient servant, &c 



F^om a Merchant of Leghorn to kit Brother in 
New Ymkj denring him to oeU wme Ooods and 
put^haoe oikero. 

Sir — According to the agreement settled between 
us when I left the United States, I have sent, by 
the Charming Sally, Captain J., twelve bales of raw 
silk, marked A. Z., desiring you to dispose of them 
to tiie best advantage. They are all warranted 
good, as I examined each parcel separately before 
they were sent on board. You will receive an in- 
closed order for various articles of American manu- 
^tures, to be sent by the first ship sailing for this 
port Let them be as good and cheap as possibly 
you can procure, as they are much wanted at pre- 
icntr 

I am, sir, . * 

Your humble servant. 
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The Afuwer. 

Sir-r-TouTB I received, and the bales marked A. 
Z^ were delivered at the custom-house. I inline^ 
diately adverdsed them fbr sale at Gamway's, in 
twelve different lots, but they were all purchased 
by an eminent manufacturer fbr nine hundred dol- 
lars, wMeh liiave lodged in the bank in your 
name* I have likewise shipped on board the Dis- 
patch, Captain W ' , the different artioles which 
{ou ordered; there are twenty bales, marked B. M. 
am told they are the best that can be had, an4« 
doubt not of tiieir giving satisfaction. 

I am, sir. 

Your humble servant. 



7b a Correspondentt requesting the Payment ef a 

^m of Money, 

Sir — ^Although the balance of the account be- 
tween us has l^en long standing in my favour, yet 
I would not have applied to you at presomt, had- not 
a very unexpected demand been made upon me fbr 
a large sum, which, without your assistance, is not 
in my power to answer. When I see you, I will 
inform you of the nature of this demand, and the 
necessity of my discharging it I hope you will 
excuse me this freedom, which nothing but a re- 
gard to my credit and family could oblige me Ut 
take. If It does not suit you to remit the whole, 
part vnll be thankfully received by 

Your humble servant 



The Answer* 



Sir — ^I have just received yours, and am s^ny 
tb hear of ^our affliction. That Uie account be 
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tirreen us was not sooner, sotted, was owing to the 
fiuliire <^two principfd debtors. I have just received 
a. remittance ^m Norwich, and am pleased it 
Is in my power to answer the whole 'of your dc- 
roand. The balance between us is two hundred 
and fifty dollars, for which I have inclosed an order 

on Mr. C ^, the banker. I hope yoil will 8ur« 

mount this and every other 'difficulty^ and ftm ' 

Your sincere well-wisher. 



Tratumitting an Account Sale$. 

New York, 8d June, lft-% 

Sir — We have now the pleasured hand you an 
account sales of your ten bales of cottQu, per the 
Columbus ; net proceeds 1913 25, due 13th Octo« 
ber, at your credit, which we hope yon will find 
correct 

The drafts you intend to pass on us will meetr 
with due faxtkour. 

We are, sir. 

Yours, very respectfully* 



Rendering an Account CurrenL 

New York, 31tt Dee. 18—. 

Sir — ^Annexed you have a copy of your account 

current for last six months, wmch we hope you 

will find correct ; balance in your fiivour 9103 03, 

which is placed to your credit in new account 

We remain, sir, 

. * Your most obedient servants. 



I 
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New York, 13tb Jane, If -^ 

Sir— Your draft on S , T & Co. for 

$250, dae the 10th, is this day returned me, under 
proteat for non-payment, and amounts, with ex- 
penses, to 1854 08, against which I will- thank yoo 
ibr a remittance by return of poet. 

And am, sir, 

Yours respe<;tiully. 



Btmitting for the foregoing' BiU, 

Ptiiladelpbitt, 15th June, 1S~. 

Sir — ^I am this moment (ayoored with yours of 
the 13th, informing me that my draft on S ■ , 
T Sc Co., due the 10th, has been Returned for 
non-payment. 

I rest satisfied that every exertion to procure 
payment ha» been used, although witl^put success. 

Inclosed you have H and C ^ at 5Q days, 

for $256 09, which covers the amount mth inte- 
rest and expenses. 

I remain, sir. 

Yours respectftdly. 



An Answer to a Letter reepeeting a Failure, 

New York, 17Ui June, 18-^ 

Dear Sir— I reply to yours of the 14th >-»l hsv 
to inform you that S ■ , T Sl Co.*8 business 
is winding up; how their affitim will torn out, will 
very soon be made public. 



So suoii aB their compoeitiGni is osoertuned, yoa 
maj expect to be daly informed, by. 

Dear sir, 

Yours, very sincerely. 



Advitir^ the Atntmnt of the BankrupfB Cmrnpe* 

ntwn* 

Philadelphia, 13th Aug., ]»-. 

I>ear Sir— After a minute investigation of the 
■ffiiits of S i T &, Co^ I am sorry to in- 
form you that more than 2^ per cent will not be 
obtained, and it is even douhtfiU when this small 
composition will be reahzcd. 

I regret that you are so deeply ooncemed in this 
fiuiure. Any service that I can render, you may 
'freely command. 

And I remain, dear sir. 

Yours very truly. 

« 

From an Insolvent Debtor to hie PpnQpdl Credit- 
or , dewiring the Acceptance of hi Compoeition, 

Sir — When I first etitered int<^businesi,I little 
thought that ever I should be nn^sr the necessity 
of writing to you on such a snbtect as this ; but 
experience has taught me, that it is musb hetter to 
acknowledge the state of my affairs to my credit- 
ors, than put them to the expense of taking out a 
commission of bankruptcy. To you, sir, therefore, 
as the person to w^om I am principally indebted* 
do I address myself on this melancho^ occasion, 
and must acknowledge, that my affurs ace much 
deranged. I have been these ten J^*'* P^^ ®^ 
deavouring to acquire something wr myself, but 
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m Tun; fi>i:tiie yarie^ of different articles wolbli 
I have been obliged to sell on credit, and the losBea 
Buatained thereby, always kept me in low circoin- 
stances ; and often, when I paid you money, I had 
none left for the silpport of my family. If you 
will be pleased to employ any prudent pennon fo 
examine my books, I doubt not but you will be 
convinced, that tlie whole of my conduct has been 
consistent with the rules of the strictest honesty ; 
and, if it shall appear so to you, I must beg yoa 
will be pleased to call a meeting of the cire£tors, 
and lay it be^re them. I have not spent any more 
than was really and absolutsly necessary for the 
support of my family, arid every thing remaining 
shall be delivered up. When all this is done, I 
hope you will accept it, as it is not in my power 
to do more, and consider me as one whose misfiMr> 
tunes call for pity histead of resentment. 

I am, sir. 

Your humble servant 



<.« 



The Answer. 



Sir — ^With 'the'^greatest concern I have penned 
your affecting letter ; and should consider myself 
as very cruel indeed, if I refused to comply with 
a request so reasonable as that made by you. I 
have employed <a worthy perscm, a friend of mine, 
to examine your books, the result of which shall 
be immediately laid before the other creditors, and 
if it is as you represent, you need not be afraid of 
any harsh usage. I always considered vou as one 
of the greatest integrity, and am determined to lay 
down a j)lan for your future support. In the mean 
time I have sent a trifle to de&ay your expenam 
till the affairs are settled, and am 

Your sincere welltwisher. 
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Firom a Country Tenant^ on the oame oeeaoton. 

Honoured Sir — I am extremely aorry that, 
tlirough a vari^ of unforeseen accidents, I am 
obliged to write to you on such a subject as this 
TThe season last ^ear was bad, but I was enabled 
to pay you. This has turned out much worse, and 
it being so long before we could get the com home, 
it is not yet fit to be sold. I only beg your induU 
gence a1x>ut two months longer, wh^n I bopb to 
pay you fiuthfiilly. 

I am, your humble servant 



TTie Answer. 

Sir— rFrom the whole of my conduct, ever since 
you first became my tenant, I hope that you can- 
not have reason to allegts any thing against me. 
I never treated you with rigour, as I always con- 
sidered you an industrious, honest man. Make 
yourself perfectly easy concerning the payment of 
your rent, till I come into the country in the sum- 
naer, and, if things are as you represent them, and 
I do«ibt not but they ure, you may be assured of 
every reasonable indulgence. 

I am, yours, 6lc. 

JVom a Tenant to a Landlord, excusing delay of 

Payment. 

Sir — I have been your tenant above ten years 
in the house where I now live, and you know that 
I have never failed to pay my rent quarterly when 
due. At present I am extremely sorry to inform 
you that, firom a variety of losses and disappoint- 
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BMiitB,! am under the necessity of begging tint 
yoo will indnlge nie<iiie quarter longer^ J^ that 
time I hope to have it in mv power to answer year 
demand, and the &VGfar shall be gratefblly aeknow- 
ledged, by 

Your obedient humUe servant '' 



The Answer. 

Sir — ^It was never my design to c/pptem ym. I 
nave had long trial of your honesty, and thereftre 
yon may rest perfectly satisfied, concerning your 
present request. No demand shall be made by me 
up<m you K>r rent, until it suits you to pay it : &r 
I am well conTiaced you will not keep it fi'om me 
any longer. 

I am, &C. 



From a MerehatWe Clerk in fioston, to his Master 

in ike Country, < 

Sir — Our not hearing from you these three weeks 
has made us very uneasy, but still we hope you an 
welL The business has been carried on in the same 
manner in which you left it ; but yesterday an or- 
der came firom New York, fi>r goods to the amount 
of five thousand dollars and upwards. You know 
the credit of the house there that order these goods, | 
and therefore I would not do any thing tiU I heard 
from you. If you please to write by Uie next post, 
I shaU abide by your directions, and every thing 
shall be conducted by your order. We would not 
wish you to return before your health is fully re- 
established, although we desire to see you every 
day. All the family are welL 
I am. 

Your obeillent fidthfiil aeffint 
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Fkmn a Draduman to a WhoUsdU Deahr^ to dday 
Payment of a Sum tf ilfimey. 

Sii^— My note to you will be payable in ten 

days, and I am sorry to inform yon that, although 

IkM^ considerable sums in good hands, yet none 

ufnfeBin are due th^e three weeks, which is -the 

|no0t time I require. It is a favour I never asked 

of any one till this moment, and I hope for the 

fiitiire not to have any occasion to repeat it. I am 

really distressed for your answer ; but as a proof 

of my sincerity, have sent inclosed three notes 

mbscribed by persons well known to yourself and 

although they exceed my debt, yet I have no ob- 

lection to your keeping them as security till due. 

Let me beg to hear fironi you as soon aa this comes 

to hand, which will much oblige. 

Your humble servant 



The Ansifier, 

Gix — your letter arrived the day ailer it was 

written, which was extremely fortunate for you, as 

I was to have paid your note away yesterday^ and 

I could not have had an opportunity of recalling 

it in time to have served you. Indeed, it was UU'- 

pradent not to communicate the Hews to me sooner, 

f as your credit might have been greatly affected by 

such an unnecessary delay. l£>wever, I impute 

it to your unwillingness to reveal the state of 

your affairs, and shall keep the note in my hands 

till your own becomes due, and for that purpose 

have returned the others, not doubting but you 

will send me the money at the time promised, 

which will greatly oblige. 

Your sincere well-wishei 



Awi a Ymne Man in Hke CotnOHry, to d MerehaM. 

in New Yorkf offering Corretpimdenee, 

Sir-^My apprenticeship with Mr. W— be- 
ing expired (daring whi«h time I had proofi of 
your integrity, in your deaSngs with my worthy 
master)^ my parents have given me 4^00 to begin 
the world, which you know is not i^ifficient tq^ 
carry on trade to any advantage ; that I may be 
able to sell my goods as cheap as possible, I would j 
choose to have them from the first hand, and like- i 
wise the usual time of credit If it is agreeaUe ' 
to you, I hereby offer you my correspondenoe, not 
doubting but you will use me as well as yon did 

Mr. W , and you may depend on my punc- | 

tuality with respect to payments. 

My late master has no objecti<m to my setting 
up, as it will not be in the least prejudicial to his 
business. I(^hall depend on' you sending me tiie 
IbUowing order as soon, and as cheap, as possible. 

I am, sir, i 

Your humble servant 



T^e Merchants Artawer, 
Sir—- 'Yours.I received, and am extremely glad 
to hear that your parents have enabled you to open 
a shop for yoursenl Your behaviour to your late , 
master was such, that it cannot fail of procurii^ ^ 
you many customers. I have sent the goods by 
the wagon, in ten parcels, marked M. I. ; and doubt 
not but you will be punctual in your returns, which 
will enable me to serve you as low as possible, and 
with the best goods whidi I can procure. I most 
heartily wish you success in business; and you 
must well know, that honesty and assiduity aro 
the most likely means to insure it. 

I am, your obliged servant 



LETTERS 

ON 

LOVE, CX)URTSHIP, AND MARRUGE. 



7b a Lady* 

August Ist, 18 — . 
My dearest Harriet — Ever since the &tal or aus- 
pioipufi ^venii^ that I was introduced to your en- 
dearing presence, my heart has been riveted to 
the lovely image of her, who must become the ar- 
bitresB of my ftiture happiness or misery ; that the 
h^ter wiU be the case, will not endure a moment's 
reflection, iox independent of my own feelings, it 
would be cruel to suppose that a bosom formed of 
virtues, most sensitive and tender, could ever con- 
si^ a heart touched with those very virtues to 
become the victim of aspiring delusion. No, my 
dear Harriet, you will never overwhelm me with 
such a &tal reply, and thus annihilate all those 
endearing prospects of fUture felicity, which I 
have so ardently cherished ; as an alleviation, then. 
to those fond feelings, which are at present severely 
agitated by suspense, permit me, my dear girl, to 
address your respected parents, for a formal re- 
cognition of my visits and attentions to you : such 
a concession from my Harriet, will relieve me from 
a state of inexpressible anxiety, and in part secure 
to me a jQ^lowing tranquillity, which is oidy in the 
power of you, ray love, to bestow. Anxiously ex- 
pecting a favourable reply, 

I am, dearest Harriet, yours sincerely* 
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The Antwer, 

Aufuit 3d, 1ft—. 

Sii^-In answer to your flattering letter, I most 
b^ leave to remind you, that in givingf yea the 
permiMdoo of addieasing myobeloved parents upon 
the subject «f your attachment to me, such per- 
mission must be understood as im^ying a re- 
ciprocity of feeling ; which indeed, in a point in- 
volving all the ocmaequences of my fhtare haj^iiinesB, 
is no ordinary ^teculation ; however, that I may 
not incur the cluurge of cnidty fiom one whom, I 
must acknowledge, I at present value with no or- 
dinary esteem, I shall, with the permission of my 
parents, feel much pleasure in a continuation of 
your society ; but with regard to the success of 
your present enterprise, time and circumstances 
alone must determine. Begging you to receive my 
best acknowledgments for me nonour conferred, 
I remain, sir, with sincere regard, 

Your affectionate friend. 



The Lady'e Answer, needing, 

Aagust 4tli« 18-^ 
Sir — In reply to the letter you have done me 
the honour of writing, I must beg permission to 
decline your addresses in the most decided manner ; 
at the same time I return you my grateful thanks 
for having so highly distinguished me, and assure 
you that I shall ever bear a proper remembrance 
of it ' 

Trusting you will suffer your natural good seiuo 
to conquer a passion which can never meet a duis 
return from me, 

I remain, sir, 
^ Your obliged and obedient servant 
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7%r Gendeman to the Lad^a Father^ (jmffpoting 
her Letter to be fltcourable,) 

August 7tli, 18—. 
Dear Sir — Having made an application to your 
beloved daughter fov her handl^ she has given her 
consent, provided yon and her mother veill con* 
descaend to sanction it This, I flatter myself, you 
will do, my circumstances, fomily, and charactert 
being well known to you both. I shall only add, 
that my happiness or misery through life depends 
upon your reply; and that I will make any set- 
tlement upon your dear daughter which you may 
judge necessaiy. My happmess wiU be founded 
om the promoting of hers, with the possession of 
your esteem and approbation^ — Entreating of you 
to give a £ivourable reply, I have the honour, my 
dear -sir, to subscribe myself^ 

Your &ithfttl and obhged humble servant 

The Father*^ Answer. 

August 9th, 18-~-. 

My deajr Sir — In reply to the letter you did mo 
the honour of writing, I must remark, that neither 
my wife nor myself iiave ever interfered with tho 
wishes of our excellent daughter ; her whole con- 
duct being governed with such prudence and pro- 
priety, that no room was leil for advice. 

Your affection being mutual, we have only to 
observe, that we shall m highly gratified in giving 
our girl to you, and we doubt not but that you 
will enjoy as much happiness in the married state 
as this life will admit of. In respect to ourselves, 
you may be assured that you possess our respect 
and affection ; were this not the case, we should 
not so readily resign to your protection our great- 
est treajnirc. 

7 



Mj ^ood wife ei^uelj OMnddee witii what 1 
have Mad ; we ahaB fterefbra expect 4fr see yda on 
— — next, when every ibinf shall be ammged lor 
your iJTUon* 

I am, deiur sir« 

Years, very aflfectioiialely 

JVom the GenUeman to^the Lady, ineMng her 

Father'M Reply. 

AilcVBt ntli, 18 — 

My dear Harriet — ^I cannot adequately expresB 
the happiness I feel, in finding that my letter to 
year respected parents has been crowned ^th 
sucoeM, and I flatter myselfj notwithstanding yoar 
temporizmg with my feelings, in thus reserving 
your avowal of a reciprocal attachment, that you, 
my dear rirl, will not be unsusceptible to its value, 
but oondiesoend to acknowledge an equal happi' 
ness with mj^lf -at its contents. In token of the 
confidence with which your dear'letier has inspir* 
ed me, I beg leave to present you with a trifle, the 
acceptance of which will be highly flattering to 
him whose image it pourtrays; and permit me 
the fend pleasure of indulging a belief that my 
lovely Harriet will esteem the trifle, in afiectionate 
remembrance of the original. 

In obedience to your father's command, I shall 
wait upon him- at the appointed time; till then, 
my beloved Harriet, adieu. 

Ever your devoted admirer. 

JFVom a Labouring man to his Intendtd W^e. 

Septembist 1st, 18—. 

Dear Nancy — When I le^ the country fer my 

place in Boston, it was a ^Jkear t-breaking job t» 

part from you; however, poor people must en* 
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desTour to procure an honed; subsistenoe;, and what* 
ever>our tronhles may be, wq ought to how with 
sabmitision .ta the wil^ of €rod, who al(»ie know* 
^^hat is the most proper for us. It is this eoofi' 
denoe wMch supports me under the affliction of 
my absence from you. 

I am living with a most excefient fiunily, and 
experience every attention h is in their power to 
•how me. My master has been good enough to 
promise me a month's leave, that I may be able to 
see my friends in the country. I need not say 
how swiftly I shaU fly to embrace you — ^yes, my 
dearest, we will then be married, and enjoy at 
least some portion of our life. Nor need we be 
under any upprehensfbns, as I have saved a suffi- 
cien<^ of money to take a small house in Boston, 
and ta establish you in business; where, with 
the bkMsing of the Almighty, we shaU no doubt 
thrive. 

Pray present my best respects to all your fami- 
ly, whom I love as I do my own. And, dear 
^anc^, be sure that you answer this letter, and 
also that you write to me every opportunity. 

I am, dear Nancy, 

Your devoted lover. 



Nancy's Answer* 

Septeinber3d, 18— . 

Dear Robert — I lose no. time in replying to your 
kind letter. You must know how happy I am to 
hear from you, how anxious I always am to do as 
you wish me. 

I rejoice at what you mention, respectmg your 
making us a visit I shatl be perfectly ready to 
comply with youif lequest ; and J fervently pray 
that neither of us may ever have cause to repent 
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The Antwar. 

Septepaber lltb, IS^. 

My Dearest Joseph — ^Your kind and affeetioa« 
ate letter gave us much pleasure, espeeiaJlj as 
you state tnat it is your intention to come down 
next summer, and purpose settling here : I nan as- 
sure you, we shall all be upon the tiptoe of expect- 
ation for yoor arriral, and Either says it- will be the 
happiest day for him to give me away to niy dear- 
est Joseph ; not to get rid of me, believe me, for 
he is indeed a kind &ther, and loves me dearly ; 
hut what delights him and my dear mother the 
most, is, that you purpose settUng in the country, 
■B in that case we shall not be deprived of seeing 
each other, and they will be partakers of our joy& 
and pleasures, which could not be, had you made 
up your mind to settle in Boston. 

I have received your pretty little present, and 
will repay you for your kind reiAembrance of me, 
with a token more acceptable than money, when 
I see you : until then, my dearest Joseph, 

I remain, yours a£EbctionateIy. 



] 



From a Gentleman to a Lady, 

Mdj 5th, 18-. 

Madam-— I have frequently endeavoured to ad- 
dress you personally on the subject of this letter, 
but I mvariably found my resolution to fail, which 
circumstance 1 attribute to the dread of an unfa- 
vourable answer, as my happiness through life de- 
pends upon the possession of your heart 

Be assured, madam, that in making the proposal 
I now do, that it is the result of mature deliberation, 
and that your hand would be valuable only accom- 
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> puded by yocir heart In reqwct to fortune, yoa 
are awate thai I have siifficient to inaore every 
eomfiurt of life, and am also happy te 8%y my char- 
acter is such, that it will bear the strictest mvesti- 
gation, and my fimiily respectable. Should you, 
theiefiire, yentnre to intrust yourself to my proteo* 
tiaOf.every hour of my li& shall be devoted to the 
promoftion of jrour happiness, and a fidthM dis- 
charge of the duties of a good and affiBCtionale 
husband. 

I shall wait your r6ply to this letter with the 
greatest anxiety, and am, madam. 

Your devoted lover. 



. Thi Ladf9 Amwer. 

May7tb,18— . 

Sir^^The receipt of your letter occasioned -me 
«ome surprise, especially as it treated on a subject 
to which I ha^ not yet devoted my thoughts ; 
neither did I imagine, from the general tenor of 
your conduct towards me, that you entertained the 
sentiment you have thus avowed. 

With regard to your circumstances and your 
family, I h&ve no doubt but^hat your statements 
are correct; and I shall now make a rejJy to the 
propoeal with which you have distinguiahed me, 
with thai candour due to an honourable man on 
such an occasion* I confess that your appearance 
and behaviour were always agreeable to me, and 
deserving of my respect ; but, sir, I am under the 
control of a guardian, upon whosd kindness and 
jndgmmt I must im];dicitly rely, and without his 
i^probation I take no st^ of importance. Pre- 
viously to my giving a decisive reply, I also wish 
to know the sentiments of your moUier; for, be 
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Mfored, air, I will never become a member ot%U} 
fiuoaUy, anless it be agieeaUe to its elder faran^ 

Your answer to the abo?e will, in a great mea- 
•nre, decide my determinataon. 

I am, sir. 

Your obedient momaaL 




JU GenOeman'M Reply, 

May Sth. 18—. 
Madam — ^My warmest ackoowledgments are 
due in return for your kind lettec^ I am but too 
happy that it remains in my power to give you 
perfect satisfaction. My dear mother not only ap- 
proves of my attachment to you, but her happiness 
will be increased at beholding me the husband of 
a youiur lady possessing so many excellent quali- 
ties. To convince you of this, she desired me to 
send you the inclosed btter from her. I have nowi 
n^ dear madam, to solicit your permission to wait 
upon you, when, I trust, I shall be enabled tp en- 
tor into every necessary explanation, and to make 
such arrangements as may prove agreeable. 
I am, dear madam, 

Your £i^thful and affectionate lover. 



LetUr fnm the Gentleman^s BUother. 

May 8tb, 18- 

My dear Young Lady — ^You may probably 
imagine, while perusing this letter, that the partial 
affection of a mother induces me to praise too 
hi|^y a beloved son ; but I can assure you, my 
dear Miss, that no inducement will ever prevail 
upon me to violate the sacred dictates of truth. 

My son has made me acquainted with his love 
for you, avowing that he could never be happy 
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smotfao^ This event has conferred no small 
ioii of ^nuine happiness npon me ; first, be- 
cause it jis my most anxious wish to see him settled 
in life as the master of a family; secondly, because , 
I am too iBtimately acquainted with you both to 
dmibt that the result of your union must be hap- 
piness. 

On my 8on*s fimshing his studies at the univer- 
sity, he kindly fixed his residence with me, anx- 
iously devotingr every moment of his life to the 
promotion of my comfort and happiness. Nor have 
I ha4 a -moment's reason to condemn hfs. conduct. 
This excellent behaviour, and the firm conviction 
I feel that I am not much longer to be an inhabit- 
ant of thid worldj make me anxious for his happi- 
ness. Should you, therefore, condescend to have 
him, I can only say it w^ll perfect my happiness, 
and I shall then close my eyes in peace. I must 
also, add, that void of all partiality, I do not con- 
ceive you could select for your partner a more 
worthy character, or one so every way likely to 
contribute to your happiness. I ground this bold 
assertion on my knowledge of Sie solid virtues 
with which he is endowed. 

I shall conclude by assuring you, that whatever 
your determination may foe, I shall ever remain. 

My dear Miss, 

Your very sincere friend. ' 



The Young Lady*8 Answer. 

May 9tb, ]8>-. 

Dear Madam — From circumstances which have 
come to my knowledge, I feel assured that you 
have not overrated your son's good qualities ; even 
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bad yoo^done to, I tnut I am dispoaecL to ma)^H 
every allowance for parental fimdnesa. ^^^ 

I am satisfied, and as far as may r^ate to myself 
I can assuie you, that your son will experience no 
oppoaition; on the contrary, I shall feel myself ho- 
noured in being allied to so worthy a ftmily. While 
I lamdnt, dear madam, your bodily sufferings, I am 
almost tempted to envy you that piouS resignation 
with which you subout to them. However, we will 
hf^ for the best, and trust when I have the honour 
of calling you mothes, thai my tender attentions, 
combined' with those of your excellent son, will 
contribute to renovate your health, and preserve 
you many years as a blessing to us both* 

I will thank you to present your son with the 
inclosed, and with fervent prayers fer your better 
health believe me to be. 
Dear madam. 

Yours respectfully and afiectioiiatcly. 



i'Voffi the Lady to her Lover, inclosed in ike above 

May9tb,'}8— . 

Dear Sii^— I have to acknowledge the receipt of 

Jrour letter, and the one inclosed fctmi your excel- 
ent mother. How happy ought you to be, in hav- 
ing such a parent ! I need scarcely add, that my 
objections are now perfectly removed, as far as^ 
depends upon myself; but you will please to remem- 
ber that my guardian's consent is yet to be procured, 
as without it I am resolved not to enter into so im- 
portant an engagement as that of marriage, though 
my happiness depends, equally with your own, 
upon huB giving a fevourable reply. However, in 
the course of a few days I design to return to nil 
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nfoose, when I shall aoquaint him with what has 
obcurredf and state to hun our mutual wishes, after 
whi(^ you shall immediately hear &om me. 
In the mean time, believe me to be, 

Dear sir, yours very faithfully. 



The CfeniUman^s Answer, 

May lOth. 18—. 

My beloved Jane — ^Ten thousand thanks are 
most justly due to you for your affectionate letter. 
It has elevated me to the extreme of happiness, 
fix I may now hope the remainder of my Me will 
be one continued scene of bUss. I rejoice, my dear 
Jane, that your letter appears to have had a won- 
derful eflfect upon my bdoved mother; it has given 
her a fresh flow of health and spirits, her whole 
conversation |s now devoted to the praise of you, 
my beloved. Need I add, that I never interrupt 
her on a subject so truly congenial to my heart ? 
Indeed, I am apt to conclude^ that I am more 
hig^hly blessed than ever man was be^re, in the 
possession of sucn a mother and jfriend. 

.Keep me in suspense, my sweet girl, no longer 
than necessary, as you may readily imagine how 
anxious I must be to learn the decision of your 
guardian. However, hope shall support me with 
her benign smiles, lill my beloved Jane herself 
mfiirms me of my future destiny. She will, I trust, 
believe that words are infinitely too weak to convey 
those sentiments I would fam express; but my 
heart melts at the idea, and language fails. Adieu, 
my beloved, adieu ! may the aU-beneficent Creator 
guard and protect you, and speedily grant you to 
tfaearms (^ 

Your devoted, your affectionate. 
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The Lady to her Lover. 

May 15th, 18—. 

Dear Henrj — Agneabljio my promise, I hasten 
to remove jomr anxiety. Immediately on my arri- 
val liere, I stated oar mutual wishes to my guar- 
dian, who highly approves of our projected union, 
and has authorized me to give you an immediate 
invitation to his house, in order that every thing 
may be arranged without loss of time. Hasten 
thm, vnth your mother, to meet us, my dear Henry, 
and be assured that you will be re^^ived in the 
most welcome manner by my guardian, as 'well as 
(need I say it?) by 

Your affectionate and faithfuL 



The OenUanan^B Answer, 

May 16th. 18—. 
I fly on the wings of love, my adored Jane, to 
meet you: my mother, equally happy with myself^ 
accompanies me. A few short hours, and you will 
be my own for ever. Believe me, my life will be 
but too short for me to prove my gratitude. Adieu ! 
— £cit a few short hours, adieu! — then we shall 
meet, never more to separate. 

Ever your own devoted. 



From a OeniUman to a Widow. 

March 7th, 18^^ 

Madam — Since our first introduction, I have no 
longer been master of my own heart ; your vHt, 
beauty, and numerous good qualities, have enslaved 
it, and thus I offer it to your acceptance. 
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I will Bot condescend to employ flattery, for 
yoiu- ovm excellent understanding would condenm 
it; neither will I attempt to draw any romantic 
pictured of conjugal happiness ; you are aware of 
what may be expected from the marriage state, 
fix>iKi & man, I trust, of liberal ideas, and who is 
tenderly devoted to you. 

Yoiz have known me a suiEcient time to be a 
jud^ of my merits (if I possess any) ; I shall 
therefore content myself with making you 9fi offer 
of my hand ajxd heart, which I trust you wiU ac- 
cept. 

My circumstances, also, you are intimately ac- 
quainted with; it will, therefore, be needless far 
nae to enter upon them. Suffice it to say, I can 
insure you every real comfort in life. 

.Anxiously waiting for a reply .to this letter, 
I remain, dear madam, 

Your devoted lover 



^ A fyvourahlt Anttoer. 

Maroh*9tb, 38 — 

Sir — 'I confbsstthat from the whole line of con- 
duct for some time pursued by you, that I have 
long expected that declaration wmch you have now 
thought proper to distinguish me with, and which 
I value the more highly from its plainness and 
candour. 

I certainly am aware what degree of happiness 
we have a right to expect from the marriage state, 
in which difficulties and enjoyments are closely 
intermixed ; though I am confident that die latter 
may easily be made to pi'eponderate, by a proper 
estimation of the &ults and virtues of each party. 

To the proposal you have made, I can have no 
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poinhle ohjection, because I respect yonr mod 
qualities ; and in truth I must avow, that you o%ve 
long possessed my heart You have, there&re^ mj 
full consent to your wishes ; and as to the tmnge- 
ments of our uuicm, I leave it entirely to yourself 
to make them in such a mimner as ma^ be most 
agreeable to you. 

I am, dear sir. 

Your affectionate ftiend 



An unfavourable Answer, 

Marcb 9Ui, 18-% 

Sir — ^I was, certainly, much surprised at reoelv 
ing a proposal of marriage from you^ because at an 
early period of our acquaintance, perceiving youjr 
attentions were of a particular naJbore, I invariably 
treated you in such a manner as to check their fli 
ture advance. 

I can, therefore^ only say in reply, thi|t I am 
truly sorry you should have fixed yoiir affections 
upon a per|Km who can never, unfortimately, return 
them. I trust, therefore, you will earnestly en- 
deavour to ocmquer a passion which must be hxape- 
less. 

I cannot dismiss this subject without retaming 
you my gratefiil thanlpi fat the homor yoa have 
done me, and at tiie same.^me assuring you, that 
you will ever possess my faithful friendship. . . 

I am, idr. 

Your obedient servant. 



Another Answer, 

Sir — ^The vwy short time we have been acquaint- 
ed, prevents my answering your letter in the deci- 
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civg maimer your professions seem to desire. Hay- 
ing already trod tiie path of conjugal hf^pinets^it 
is- a dulfy incumbent on me, not to mar my present 
widbived eomlbrts by any delosiYe engagement ; 
my former union having contributed to give me 
more oorreet vjevra of li^ requires that, previous 
to forming a second engagement, I should use a 
more matured discretion than may be expected 
from oar eex, in our tender years. Upon a better 
aoquaintance, our views may be more congenial ; 
UDf U then, your regard for me will, I trust, ^are 
me a reconsideraticm of your proposaL With the 
greatest respect for your kind attentions and es- 
teem, 

I remain, sir, 

Yours most sincerely. 



From a Journeyman Tradetman to hio Intended 

Wife, 

Juljr lOth, 18—. 

Dear Mary — ^Long before I viras out of my ap- 
prentioeship, I had set my affections on you, and 
resolred when I was out of my time, to disclose 
my mind to you ; you know that I am settled with 
a good master, at thirty dollars per month, and so 
long as I conduct myself as I have hitherto done, 
there is little fear of my being out of employment ; 
this, my dear Mary, wul be qui(e sufficient to make 
us Gomfbrtable, especially imder your firugal man- 
agement. You win iiot then, I trust, be averse to 
render sne happjf by becoming mine; for Were 
you to refuse me, you would make me the most 
miserable wretch <m earth. Believe me, my love, 
ray whole wish is to make you happy, and I feel 
assui^d you must have som^ regard for me, from 
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the many little kutdneaaes I haTe'ezpeneaoedfium 
you. 

Pray write -to mc early^ and make me happy by 
oonMoting to become mine. For the present, ftie> 
well, and believe me to be 

Your true and afiectionate lover 



,7%e Answer, 

July If^th, IS—. 

Dear Jame»— I hav^ a long time suspected £hat 
you had some thoughts of me, but had no idea you 
would have been so hasty as to have made a pro- 
posal to me within a fevr months afler being out 
of your apprenticeship. With regard to becoming 
yours, I cannot give you a denial ; but I think that 
prudence requires some little delay, to realize those 
comforts which you, as well as myself, I am sore, 
>■ would regret the want of; and I think they afe 
more Ukely to be obtained when single ^ and if 
your love is as true as your profession, it will spur 
you on to the attainment of them. I think, my 
dear James, your own good sense will cause you 
to judge as I do on this si^bject ; and that the bet- 
ter provision we make, before entering upon a mode 
of life, which, in all probability, may be productive 
of a variety of expenses, however frugal we may 
be, will be the most likely way to insure our own 
happiness, and the approbation of our relations. 
Trusting shortly to see you, 

I remain, my dear James, 

Yours mq^ truly 

From an Officer to a Xjady, 
My adored Girl — Your beloved society was to 
me a source of the purest delight You may 
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JQidgey tii«refi)re, from your own leiitiineDte, how 
miaanble tibe order for ray removal fiom von made 
me. Drivea almost to despair, I reproMted the 
flervioe, and would have ^ven worlds to have w 
signed iny commission, but it iortunatdj came 
into my mmd that I might still pour out the warm 
flings of my heart to you, my beloved, by means 
€s£ my pen. ; this soothed my grief, and supported 
me ander our painful^ separation. 

The amusements of this place afford no pleasure 
to me, it being impossible for me to enjoy that in 
which you do not partake: no, my beloved, my 
only happiness consists in fancying scenes of ideal 
bliss which can never be accomplish^ till you ars 
mine fi>r ever. 

You are aware, Julia, that 1 was fearful of 
maJking your &ther acquainted with our mvrtual 
attachment, otherwise than by letter. The inclosed 
is for him ; it contains a declaration of my afiec- 
tioa for you; yet, acquainted as I am with his 
soodness, I am induced to hope for the most flatty- 
ui£ result. 

£zpecting to hear from you by return of poet, 
I ua, my beloved Julia, 

Your &ithful and affectionate lover. 



7b the Lady*8 Father, inclosed irCtke abate, 

June 4th, 18—. 

Sir — ^The attentions I experienced from you at 
Portsmouth, are deeply impressed upon my heart, 
and in no smatt decree encourage me to venture 
upon the stibject of this letter, so highly important, 
that my happiness or misery through life depends 
upon your determination. This circumstance will* 
I tnist, plead my pardoHd — On my first visit td 

8 
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jour hOQBe, the chairms of your beloved daogliter 
XDade a great ixniHwasion upon mj heart, a^ the 
many opportunitieB your hospitality gave me W 
fiequenuy meeting her, (mly bound me more firmly 
her flhive. But I could not resolve to acquaint you 
with the state of my heart ; the agitation of parting 
fiom Julia, and the dread of incurring your dis- 
pleasure, alone prevented this necessary explana- 
tion. However, while I candidly admit myself to 
be undeserving of so vast a treasure, I am mduced 
to hope you wiU grant me the envied diBtinction I 
eoH^ 

I have written to my parents, who are too amdoos 
to promote mly happiness to throw any impediment 
in the way of my wishes, with regard to an alli- 
ance with your fiimily. Believe me, dear and re- 
spected six, that I address this letter to you with 
mingled feelings of fear and hope ; — ^fear lest yoa 
shoidd, by rejecting my suit, consign me to misery ; 
and hope, under the flattering idea that you may, 
perhaps, pity ihy situation, and condescend to make 
me the happiest of men, in the possession of your 
lovely daughter. 

Entreating of you to be my firiend upon this oc- 
casion, and to pardon the warmth of youth when 
in anxious pursuit of a beloved object so worthy 
his warmest adwation, 

I am, dear sir, 

Yours with the highest respect 



7%e Lady's. Answer. 

Jane 7th^ 18-^. 

Dear Orlando — ^Your own feelings will e^kin 
to you how welcome your dear letter was to your 
own affectionate Julia, and how grieved I was to 
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tBam that jaa were compelled ta tear yourself 
mway firopi me, even for a short time; i>ut, ray 
dear Orlando, be assured that whether tog^ether or 
abeent, your Julia is,. and will be, eternally and &£> 
lectionately your own.' Sheufd any obstructi<m 
arise, it mtist spring from yourself alone, as my 
happiness or misery in this world depends entirely 
Qpon yotir conduct ; my very existence beings in- 
ter^iroven with- your well-being and general pros- 
perity* 

My father has. directed me to transmit you the 
inclosed. I have every reason to suppose it wHi 
prove agreeable, though I can assure you I am 
totally ignorant of its contents, and can only sur- 
mise them, l^ our last night's conversation, when 
he hoped I should be as happy as he wished me. 

I must acknowledge my pride is not a little 
gratified at your statement, ^* that you can enjoy 
no pleasures in which I do not share." It is an 
avowal, dear Orlando, whidi thrills my heart with 
unfeigned joy, and never shall you have, on my 
part^ the smallest reason to think otherwise. 

Anxiously expecting to hear from you soon, 

I am, dear Orlando, 

Inviolably yours* 



me Father^s Answer, 

June 7tb, 18-~. 

My dear S6n — ^For sueh is the title by which I 
diall can you-^I was much pleased with your 
letter, and candidly eon&sf that you had long since 
insured my esteem, from the conviction that you 
were incapable of committing an improper action. 
Nor was I surprised at your candid avowal, having 
lofng suspected your mutuid attachments However, 
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not to keep jo^ in mmeoeasary suspense, my dear 
wod excellent grirl is yours, because I feel perfectly 
assured you will be sensiUe of her merits, of tlK 
great sacrifice I make, and of your own happinc^B 
m tiie entire possession of her heart. Should Provi- 
dence Ueaa yon with a child, , you will then be 
aware of what I now feel. I have only, therefere, 
to add, that as soon as you can pay us a visit, I 
am' ready to resign my dear girl, to yomr protec- 
tion ; thus placing in your honour the greatest 
confidence I can. With my most fervent prayers 
for your mutual happiness, 

am, dear sir. 

Most affectionately youn, 



From an OJicer ordered Abroad. _ 

August Isi, 18r'. 

My dearest Louisa — It is with a heayy heart t 
address you^ having received orders for instant 
embarkation for the West Indies. The unwelcome 
intelligence came like a thunderbolt upon me, as I 
had Iwen enjoying the fond hope that, in a few 
days, you, my dear Louisa, woaM have been your 
own UeoTffe^s fer ever. All the imaginary scenes 
of bliss wnich I had fendly promised myself now 
vanish like a mere delusion ; and I am compelled 
to exert my utmost fertitude to retain even a feint 
hope of their realization $ yet something buoys me 
np with the pleuiurable idea that I shi£ a^am see 
you; and tii^ my dear Louisa, I trust thatonr 
union will be celebrated, which will ever rivet me 
to your beloved person. Were it not, my dear gir]^ 
fer the honour which demands my attention to tlis 
call of absence, I would fireely sacrifice afl to you* 
but considering that my absence may not be of 
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«^yr neat doratun* and slwuld •Pnmdenoe protect 
nw urough the hazardous enterprises of my pro* 
fe^suni, and Bptjre me for my Louisa, the orders 
wMc^ at- present give me so mnch anxiety and 
pain may, ultimate^ prove beneficial to my honour 
and interest, and a source of comfort to us both. 

Under this impression I embark, cheered with 
tba firmest reliance on my dear girPs constancy, 
ooDacioofl that Looisa coold never wound that 
heart which loves her. Were you to prove un- 
fidthftd to vows so solemnly made, then I could 
not live. Remember, therefore, my adored girt, 
that in your hands is reposed my life. Believe me, 
when I assert, that no port of my conduct shall 
cause nay Louisa to blush for her lover. 

Cultivate, my charming fiiend, the fiiendship of 
my ezoeUent mother and sisters : it wiU yield an 
additional pleasure to yoizr devoted lover. I am 
confident tliat^ for my sake, as well as firom your 
personal merits, they will highly value your good 
opinion. Farewell, n^ beloved ! Wherever I am, 
or whatever I do, my thoughte wUl be upon you. 
Nothing can change the tender sincerity of my 
heart, and I am proudly conscious that nothing 
can deprive me of yours. I trust circumstances 
will soon permit of my return; then, in leading 
my Louisa to the altar, my happiness will be per- 
fect, and I shall have no wiidi ungratified. Re- 
member me. Farewell ! I am, my beloved maid. 

Your ever devoted lover. 



The Lady*9 Amwer. 

Attgntt ISth, 18—. 
My dearest Greor^e— The very unexpected in- 
telligence contained m your letter, has overwhefan- 
cd roe with the greatest affliction, so much so that 
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I am seaice aUe to ezpren my feeluigB at tbt 
melandioKy news; but m your -cfwn BSxtioDate 
heart you qaay readily imagine what I suffer. 

If tt be possible, my dear Ge<^Ee, do procure 
leave of absence, if it be oo]^ fi>r a few hours, that 
I may take a fiueweU of hun whom I may neiver 
see a^rain. The precarious chance of life attendant 
on Toor profession, fills me with the utmost anxiety, 
and the thoughts of my George's sofferixig from 
the fiital implements of destractioD, Ihr^ my 
heart with horror ; as jet, I have only been enabled 
to pietore to myself scenes of the most melancholy 
nature, which, unless succeeded by some brig^hter 
prospects, will certainly bereave me of my reason. 
I>epend upon it, my dear Greorge, I shall culttyate 
the friendship of yoar iamily ; but as to affording 
them any consolation, it will, I fear, be wholly out 
-of my power, as I stand- in too much need of it my- 
self. Perhaps it may mutually afford relief to sym- 
pathize in each x)ther's feelings, fer certainly every 
expression of regard and feding for the weifere dt 
him I love, consoles me in some degree, and elicits 
a ray of hope that my forebodings may be delusive. 

I fear, my dear George, you will think I have 
been wholly regardless ^ your sensitive heart, in 
pourtraying my feelings in a strain of such de- 
.spendency ; but be assured I will endeavour to 
exert my fortitude, and hope for the best, sincerely 
praying that Providence may protect you during 
your absence — end with the most ar(fent wishes 
for your health and prosperity, 

I shall always continue. 

Your own truly affectionate. 
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tivm a ^eh Qentleman to a Lady, trith a Pr6^ 

pomd of Marriage, 

Augmt iBt, ]S->. 

Madam — ^Yoa will, perhaps, be sorpriiied at r^ 
ceiTinff a letter from me ; but as I have written it 
with the most honourable motives, I trust I may 
expect jTour pardon should tiie contents not be per- 
fectly congenial to your views. 

However, i have every- reason to conclude that 
in ma^ng you a proposal oaosistent with the pas- 
sion I bear you, that I am not tresspassing on a 
heart alreaily bestowed on some favoured object 
I tiierefore natter myself that I may not be alto- 
gether unsuccessful, m arriving at the happy prefer- 
ence t6 which I ardently aspire. 

My circumstances and station of life you are 
fully aware of, and I am happy to si^ that altiiough 
there may be a disparity in point of fortune, never- 
theless the very amiable qualities of your heart, 
and accomplishments 9f person^ which have truly 
riveted ray affections on yon, have made such an 
impression on my fiunily, that I «an assure you, 
it would afford them the highest pleasure imasina- 
ble to reckon you in the number of their relations. 
Having prraiced, my dear tnadam, thus ftr, per- 
mit me to entreat a favourable reception of my at- 
tentions; and believe me that your consent will 
make me the happiest of my sex ; on the contrary, 
madam, a refusal will render me the most misera- 
ble of beings ; and I feel confident that a heart so 
truly amiable, will never give a moments pain to 
one who is truly fiucinafed with your charms, un^ 
less some fatal obstacle should exist, of whic^i I 
am wholly unconscious. Anxionsly expecting aB 
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UMwer, which may allay the uiuettied feelingy 
which at present agitate a heart wholly yours, 
I am, dear madam, 

Your sincere aiid aflfectionate admirer 



The Lady's AnsvBer. 

Aaffiut ad« 18—. 

I am truly sensible of the honour yon have con- 
ferred on me, by the proposal which your letter 
oontains, and can assure you I should be dAin^r an 
injustice to my own feelings, were I to express 
sentiments^ in reply, otherwise than agreeable. to 
your professed wish ; the main difficulty to a eon- 
cession on my part, is fully and agreeably removed, 
by the very nattering eftimation in which you re- 
present me to be held by your amiable and beloved 
femily ; had not that been the case, it would have 
been with much reluctance (suj^posin^ it to have 
been possible) that you would have ehcited a odii* 
sent fixim me, as I am too well aware of the uzi> 
happiness which generally ensues, from the pro- 
tracted scorn and contempt of haughty relatives, 
where marriages are fermed upon a disparity of 
fertune. But as I feel com^nced that the merits 
of your family are not to be estimated by any ordi- 
nary standard, and that their moet ardent wish is to 
promote your comfort and h&ppiness, believe me, 
dear sir, I feel highly gratified at the honour of 
being considered by them worthy of being eleva-' 
ted to the most prominent station, as a, contributor 
to it 

You will have the goodness to present my most 
dutiful respects to them, and accept the sincere 
and tender a£Gection 

Of your respectful 

and honoured. 
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I%e QendemanU Reptf. 

Augut 4t]i, 18—. 

My deazeM Maria — ^Your agteeable letter hw 
aflbraed the highest grratifieation to my dear rela^ 
kiveSf and the most li^y emotions of love far the 
heart that has consented to make me happy, in a 
flow of such afiectiooate dignity. The compliment 
yoQ have been pleased to pay my relations, I most 
oansibly feel; and be assured you will not be de- 
c^iTed in the impression you entertain of their 
amiable qualities, when you have gratified the sum- 
mit of mj happiness, in becoming for ever my own 
dear Maria. 

My dear mother and sisters depart to-morrow 
&x Brighten, which will tmavoidably interfere with 
acme of the pleasing arrangements I had formed 
£ar our mutual pleasures; therefore, to give me 
some consolation on thai head, I must entreat your 
consent to accon^any them to that busy scene of 
feshiou, as your Edward has po altematiye but to 
accompany them. In granting me this most agree- 
able fiivour, you will, my dear girl, not onl;^ tUspel 
the peevish gloom which ^am confident will hang 
over me whue deprived of your fiiscinating society, 
but add a lustre to our glow of pleasure during our 
stay at that healthy and lively coast 

1 trust, therefore, you will permit my sister Julia 
to wait on your amiable protectress, and obtain her 
sanction fer the desired recreation; in the mean 
time, anticipating a frvourable answer, 

I remain. 

Your affectionate lover 
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The Lady^M Reply. 

My dear Edward — It is trol^ gnti^inS^ to bm 
to fird ibaX an humble individual' like mjselC 
•hould not only liave had the opportunity, but &e 
agreeable pleasure, to aid the vietta of your dear 
and respected mother, in promoting your wishes 
and happiness, and especially so, smce my Ibnd 
heart is a participator in the general joy. The 
lively sentiments I expressed in respect to your 
amiable ftmily, which ^ou have been pleased to 
adorn with the appellation of compliments, were, 
I can assure you, thegeiiuine dictates 'of my heart, 
and I think I con claim some little credit to truth, 
since my unconstrained happiness for life has been 
partly ventured on the fact. 

You have requested, my dear Edward, that I 
will consent to accompany your dear mother and 
lovely sisters to Brighton ; but what have you ad- 
vanced in favour m this consent, which you re- 
quire ? not that they hate expressed any wish on 
the subject, but simply a polite request of your 
own ; and you conceive this to be an all-persoasive 
allurement to obtain my society at Brighton. In- 
deed, my Edward, that is the only mducement 
you have deigned to compliment me with; but, 
lest your Maria should be so cruel as to elicit for 
a moment " a peevish glooom," from the counte- 
nance unaccustomed to dejection, she will^ in.oom- 
'passion to a lover^s letter, believe all that was in- 
tended, and accept an invitation, which will be 
highly ffratifyinff to her feelings, especially as her 
dear Edward wm be of the party. 

My dear Mrs. S particukrly congratulates 
me on the happy prQsjMBCt before me, and fods 
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inpch deligbted at the pleasure I flhall ezj^rienoe 
in an excursion, to Brighton ; ^refiire, Wheii my 
dea^ Julia ahall aSord me the honour of a visit, 
there will be no occasion for a display of her charm- 
ing and persuasive eloquence to attain your wishes. 
Ketuminff your respected, mother my sincere 
thanks for the honour conferred, snd begging you 
to present my love to your dear sisters, 

I remain. 

Ever your affiectioiiate. 



ITte Gentleman*^ Reply* 

Auguit 7th, 18-. 

My lovely Girl — The conclusion of your dear 
letter has enchanted my very soul : to contemplate 
the pleasures of Brighton in the society of the girl 
I adore, almost persuades me that I have become 
the object of delusion in some fairy scene; you 
will, I am sure, pardon the apparent formality of 
the terms I used in allusion to your generous feel- 
ings with regard to my fiunily, and I am sure your 
amiable heart will attribute the expropsion to its 
true cause, which can only be accounted for by 
your own dear self having whoQy absorbed my 
imagination; the same generous allowance, I 
trust, will be made, for the absence of mind ex- 
hibited in soliciting the pleasure of your accom- 
panjring us to Brighton; the formidable gaiety 
you have displayed m so acutdy controverting my 
apparent inattention to a chaste mode of invitation, 
endears you the more (if possible) to my already 
captivated soul. My dearest Maria, exhilarated 
with the happy thought g£ being blessed with your 
society, libel lost in attending to the necessary pre- 
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panitioni for oor jouiney, and liaye mot* than oftoe 
bad to enoonnter the allufdVe reparteep at my dear 
flislen. Ajuiooaly waiting the desired hoot d 
oar departure, 

I remain, 
f Yopra affectionately 

Fnm « Ynmg Man eammeneing huinest in Bo9 
ton, to 1ii$ Intended Wife in the Country. 

July 9d, 18-. 

My dear Anne— H«mg commenced businefla 
in town with every prospect of success, I feel my- 
self enabled to make the proposal to ^ou whidi I 
have long sighed to possess the ability to do; 
yoa have long known my intention towards yon, 
and I flatter myself that the length of time which 
has elasped since I had the pleasure of seeing you, 
has not impaired the impression which I nmdly 
hoped I had made on your heart With respect 
to my own feelings, I can assure you, that they 
are more alive than ever to your merits and 
charms. 

Let me entreat you, therefttre, not to keep me 
in suspense ; but, by returning a favourable answer, 
grant me the dehghtful satisfiustion of knowing 
that I may call you my own, and begging that 
you will not protract the time of our happy 
union 

I remain, my dear Anne, yours. 

The Anevoer* 

July 14th, 18--. 

Dear George--Your letter has given me the 

^preatest pleasure imaginable, as well as my fiunily 

m generaL I always feH certain that your stead^ 

ness and industry oould not fiul oi promoting you 



peoqwrity, any more than your fideUty swerye 
fiom the ayowed object of yotir affections ; that I 
shall feel happy in uniting myself with you, you 
need not doubt ; the only regret I shall ezperience" 
in so doing, is, that of bidding a long adieu to my 
parents, nod losing this society of some smcere 
and valuable frien<& ; but being confident that my 
dear George will iiilly repay the loss by his a£fec« 
tionate attentions to me, I shall cheer&lly em- 
Inuce the opportunity jof acc<Hnpanying him to 
Boston as soon as the necessary arrangements can 
be made for so doing. 

My dear patents desire to be remembered to 
you, and pray that every earthly blessing and hap- 
piness may attend our union, which is also the 
sincere prayer of 

> Your fidthftd and affectionate. 



From a Lady rejecting a GtntlemaiC$ Addresses, 

October 7tli, 18—. 
Sir — I duly appreciate the honour conferred on 
me, in the sentiments of your letter, but am under 
the necessity of informing you, that it is wholly 
out of my power to accept your proffered atten- 
tions ; my heart has long been engaged to another, 
whose return to this country I am aaily anxiously 
expeeling ; your good sense will, thererore, dictate 
the proprie^' of relinquishing any farther corre- 
spondence' on a subject which can only pye pain 
to one, who has always held you in the highest es- 
timation in the quality of a friend, trusting that 
your fiirtitude will easily obliterate a passion un- 
consciously excited b^ me, 

I remam, sir, with respect. 

Your foithful friend. 
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A RefuBol of an Qffer of Marriage hy tt Widow. 

Jttoe 13tb, 18—. 
Sir — ^I am particularly tsurprised at the receipt 
of a letter ftqm you, upon a subject which 
but the moet darinff assurance could have c . 
Setting aside tl^e short period of our acqqinntance, 
and the disparity of ouf. years, I shouljjbave con- 
ceived that a decent consideration fo^.lihelate a£.' 
fliction I have sustained, in the loss of a dear and 
affectionate partner, might have protected me firom 
Bu<^ a disagreeable intrusion. I can assure yoo, 
sir, after havii^ ao waatonly trespassed on my 
feelings, I s}ia&&pense with any fiirther acqaainf • 
anoe with you. 

I am, sir, 

Youra respectRilly. 

^om a Lady rejecting m Gentleman's Addresses, 

October 19th, 18~. 

Sir — ^Having never gfiven yoti the slightest reason 
to imagine that your attentions were agreeabte to 
me, I could not be otherwise than surprised at the 
receipt of your letter, containing an avowal of love, 
and me oner of your hand. 

I aih duly sensible of the compliment yoU have 
thus paid to mb, and shall feel pleiasure in ranking- 
you among my most respected friends ; more than 
this I cannot do, my heart having long been the 
property of another; and to him alone will my 
hand be giv^n. 

Having made this candid declaration, I trust 
you will banish &om. your bosom every trace of a 
passion which can never be successful, and con- 
sequently be only productive of unhappiness to 
yourself and firiends, amongst the number of whom 
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I hope you wiQ in ftiture consider her who i« fully 
sensible of your worth, though fidtfafully devoted 
to asiother. 

I am, dear sir. 

Your very obedient servant 



From a SaUor to his Intended Wife, 

October lOth, 18—. 
I>eare8t Mary->-An order has just arrived for 
our ship to sail immediately for the East Indies, 
where it is jurobable we shall remain for three 
years ; but notwithstanding this, my dear ffirl, be 
assured that neither time nor absence will make 
any alteration in the affectionate heart of your 
devoted saOor. Keep up your spirits, then, my 
dear, and fear not on acopunt of your lover, for 

** Tli#re's a sweet little cherub tbat sits up aloft, 
To watch for the life of poor Jack**' 

And be assured that whatever may be our course, 
yen will be the pole towards which the needle of 
my affections will constantly torn* 

I have got my half <^ the sixpence which we 
broke between us, and will preserve it as a sa- 
cred deposit; and should I fidl among the glo- 
rious d^ad, it sfaaU accompany me to my watery 
grave. 

Remember me, dearest Mary, and I trust that 
Fortune with her smile will soon enable me to re- 
turn with wealth and honour, to lay them at your 
feet* May ftir winds and a prosperous voyage at- 
tend you through life ; and, in expectation of an 
early answer, 

I am, dearest^ lovely Mary, 

Your afiectionate lover. 
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J%e Answer. 

October 12Ui, 

My deotest John— Your kand letter, my dcarep^ 
•CNiU has nude me very unhappy. Indeed, it is 
croel that we most port just at the moment when 
I expected we should be married. However, Grod's 
will be done ! 

Be careful of yourself, my dear John, axfti re.- 
member that if' any misfortune happens to you, 1 
shall not lon^ survive it. ' I am too happy in know> 
ing how truly you love me, which causes me the 
more sorrow at the thoUjofht of parting firom yoo. 
I have sent yo^ by the mail-coach, a few articles, 
which I am sure you will value' for the sake of 
the givisr ; and be Ussured, whenever it shall please 
God for your return, you will find me 

Your still constant, fiiithful, and 

Affectionate true love. 



JPVeni « Jeahus Lover to his Intended Wife. 

October SOtb. 18— ^ 

My dear Selina — ^Ah ! my Selina, for I eannot 
intertain the dreadful thought fi>r a moment that 
YOU are not mine, how can yon be so cruel as to 
harrow my feelings hy a pomted display of your 
attentions to young men, who, but for your too ap- 
parent solicitude for their compliments, would have 
had no pretext for wounding a heart by their as- 
siduity to acknowledge the mariced distinction 
with which you treated them ; I had fondly hoped 
that the vows of mutual fidelity, and reciprocal love, 
with which we had pledged each other, would 
never have been erased fi^ your tender bosom, 
but alas ! what have Inot to fear from the agonized 
feelings I experienced yesterday evening. If; my 
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loffSy SeHna, you have the smalleflt respect for 
your YOWB, or the least ^ark of that attractive 
flame^ which once seemed to glow for your now 
desponding Alfred, you wiU, l^ retammg me a 
<»nflo]atonr answer, heal the womids you have so 
cruelly inflicted en a heart so devotedly your own : 
oh ! Selina, let me but once agakr believe you are 
mine, and you will banisli a l<Mid of misery from a 
heart tenderly and sincerely devoted to you. 
I am, cruel Selina, 

Your truly unhappy. 



The hudjfi Afuwer. 

October 89d, 18—. 
My dear Alfred — Who could have suppose that 
you, who have made such ardent prorcssicms of 
tenderness, could have charged me, your ovni Se- 
lina, vvith cruelty ? Wore it not that I have, in 
compassion to your present feelings, condescended 
to attribute the charge to an over-sensitive 'heart, 
you would not have received any consolatory ex- 
planation of the circumstances which seem deep- 
ly to have afi^cted you ; the young men of whom 
you appear to be so nonsensically jealous, have beeb 
from children most intimately connected with our 
family, and not having had the pleasure of a visit 
from them for some years, and the particular 
marks of attention and respect with which I have 
been invariably treated by their respective families, 
mi^ht have caused that assiduity which they have 
a right to expect, and my own conscious feelings 
could not have refused ; sorry should I be, my dear 
Alfred, to cause you a moment's uneasinera ; but 
since the whole afrair has been purely accidental, 
I cannot but say that I am pleased in some mea 
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■lire with tho result, emoe it has oonvinoed me 
that your professioiis of love were genuine, and 
that I have no oecas i on to despair of a continual 
tion of those afiections, over which I aiqiear to 
have some control, provided you will be equally 
alive to the exercise of your own good sense, in 
sappressing timely such ridiculous paroxysms of 
jealousy. 

I am, my dear Alfred, 

Yours aiffectionately. 

From a Widower to a Lady, 

March Ist, 18—. 

Madam — ^When in my youth I attached myself 
to my late lamented wife, whose memory I cherish 
with reverence, I imagined it would be impossible 
ever to feel the impressions of love for another. In 
this opinion, however, my judgment was founded 
on error. 

During the period of this lamented woman's li^ 
I was the happiest of men, my felicity being in- 
creased by the birth of three lovely children. And 
when the moment of our separation arrived, I felt 

{jrenuine sorrow, resulting from the purity of my 
ove, and my irreparable loss. 

Be not, tnerefore, surprised, when I avow that 
my heart is devoted to you; and that the affection 
I bore to that lovely saint, has taught me to a^ 
preciate those charms in which you perfectly re- 
semble her. I have shown every respect to her 
memory, and shall ever fondly remember her. 
From her I have learned the vdue of an amiable 
wife, and would anxiously devote every hour of my 
existence to promote the happiness of such a female. 
You, madam, are the person on whom my af- 
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fections are placed. I am of a domestic tmn of 
mind, and I tenderly love my motherless children. 
Will you, by accepting my hand, fill the duties of 
that important station, and make their fiither onco 
more happy ? 

I un, dear madam. 

Ever tenderly, yours. 

The Annoer* 

March 4th, 18—. 

Sir — I sincerely believe yon are the only man 
who ever ventured to profess love for a lady, by 
the most affectionate praises of his first wife ; but 
be assured, sir, such tenderness towards a lovely, 
deserving, and departed female, adds to my respect 
for your character, by convincing me that your 
professions are sincere, and that your heart is cal- 
culated to enjoy that pure happiness which results 
from domestic indearments. 

I am ready to admit, with that candour which 
I trust is correct, that neither your person, char- 
acter, nor manners, are disagreeable to me ; on the 
contrary, from the earliest period Of our acquaint- 
ance, I have highly esteemed you. 

Respecting your children, it would be with an 
additional motive of attachment ; and, I am con- 
fident, were I to take upon me the place of their 
late invaluable mother, that I should love them 
equally with my own, and anxiously endeavour to 
discharge my duties towards them, in such a man- 
ner, that the spirit of their departed mother (whom 
I loved whilst ^ving, and lament now dead,) might 
look down firom her blessed abode witli approba- 
tion on my conduct. 

I am flattered that you think me woithy of sup- 
plying the place of such an excellent woman, not 
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htve I the smallest objection to your wishes ; bu^ 
oa a point so truly important, it is my duty to re- 
miire the advice of my firiends, of whom my bro- 
mer is the principal. 

I am, sir, 

Your very affectionate friend. 



The CrtntlemaiCs Rejoinder. 

. Marcb 6th, 18—. 
Dear Madam — ^Your friendly letter was such as 
I expected to receive from a lady of your sterling 
sense and candoiu*. The intimacy existing^ between 
our respective families, must have made you ac- 
quainted with my disposition ; you will, therefore, 
not expect from me any romantic lan^age or pro* 
fessions, on account of your affectionate and frank 
avowal of esteem. No, madam, all I say upon j 
that subject is, that should you honour me with i 
your hand, I will endeavour to express the sense I ] 
entertain of your virtues and my own happiness, ^ 
by the constant promotion of your felicity in the 
discharge of the duties attached to the charactex 
of an affectionate husband and a steady friend; 
Convinced that you will not keep me in unneces< 
sary suspense, 

I am, dear madam. 

Your ever faithful friend, 

and affectionate admirer. 



Thfi Lady^e Anewert 

March Sth, 18-. I 

Bear Sir — I am highly grati6ed at flie compli- 
ment you pay to my understanding, by reframing 
from romantic professions, which, had you offered 
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them, would have degraded me in my own esti- 
mation. 

I made my brother and other Mends acquainted 
with your proposal to me, and am happy to say 
their decision ag-rees with my own. You are, there- 
fore, welcome to receive my hand whenever you 
think proper to claim it, and I can only hope that 
I shall discharge the duties with whieh you will 
then invest me, so as to promote your happiness, 
insure my own, and preserve your respect and love. 

My brother writes to you by this post I havo 
no doubt but that you will find his letter equally 
agreeable to your unshes as my own. 

I am, my dear sir, 

YoniB truly. 



I%e Brother's Letter. 

March 9tb, 18—. 

Dear Sir — ^My sister having thought proper to 
require my advice upon the proposal made by you, 
I have given my unqualified approbation, and can 
assure you. that I consider myself and fkmily dis- 
tinguished by your flattering preference, whilst I 
am convinced that Emma will secure her happiness 
upon a solid foundation in uniting herself to so 
worthy a man. 

Hoping that you will lose no time in paying us 
a visit, when my sister shall be immediately yours, 
I am. deur sir, 

jTour affectionate firiend, 

I hope soon to add, brother* 
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J%4 OtnUeman*9 AnMwer to ihe Lady's Brother* 

March lltb. IB—. 

My dear Friend — Yonr letter has added ma^ 
teriaUy to my happiness, though nothing can ever 
increase that sincere estimation in which I have 
long held yon. 

You may he assured that your Eknma*e happi- 
ness w31 be secure in my hands. 

I hope to be with you early next ^ when I 

trust my happiness will be rendered perftct, by re- 
ceiving the hand €i£ yoat much-loy^ sister. Re- 
questing that you wiH attribute the brevity of my 
letter to the great pressure of business, I am, my 
dear sir, with assurances of the most sincere esteem. 
Your highly obliged, 

and yery a&ctionate fiiend. 



The CtenUeman*8 Anawer to the Lady, 

March 11th, 18->. 

Dearest Emma — ^Your charming letter has r&> 
moved a weighty load from my heart, and I may 
now calculate upon the speedy enjoyment of eyery 
possible happiness. Be assured I am truly sensible 
of my great obligations to you and your worthy 
brother, and that I shall neyer forget them, but en- 
deavour, by every method in my power, to repay 
at least some part of them. 

After your affectionate invitation, you mnat not 
expect that I shall delay my promised happiness ; 

you may, therefore, expect me on next, when, 

agreeably to your promise, I shall, my dearest Em- 
ma, claim your hand, under the conviction that I 
possess your heart May you never, my beloved. 
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regret the confidence you thus repose in me, nor 
repent the liour which uflowed your aflTectionate 
lover to avow hiipself the most nappj of his sez 
in being your husband. 

I am, my beloved, 

Yours, ever yours. 



JFVoift a Gentleman breaking qff a Maieh with a 

Lady. 

April lltb. Id-. 

Madam — From several circumstances which 
have occurred, I feel assured that bur marriage 
would be only productive of mutual miseiy, es- 
pecially as I with sorrow perceive that our dispo- 
sitions are by no means alike. 

Thus impressed, it is best to retreat in time. I 
baye, therefore, to state, that I« beg permission to 
decline all future intercourse of a tender nature. 

I am, madam. 

Your obedient senraat 



From a Gentleman to a Lady. 

January lUh, 1&^. 

Madam — firom the length of our intimacy, you 
must have discovered that my heart is devoted to 
you. I have constantly endeavoured, by every at- 
tention in my power, to prove the tenderness with 
which your numerous charms have inspired me. 

I have flattered myself tliat I am not disagree- 
able to you, and that I might expect a mutual de- 
gree of attachment from you. Siay then, madam, 
may I venture to make you an offer of my hand — 
my heart you have lon^ entirely possessed. You 
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are intimately acqoainted with my circumstanoes 
and disposition. To this I can only add, that my 
happiness or misery through life depends altogethei 
on the reply you make to this offer. I shall em- 
ploy no compliments, neither shall I insult your 
good sense hy idle promises ; but should you ac- 
cept me as your protector through li^ all my 
anxiety will be how to promote your happiness, 
and at the same time to retain possession of your 
heart, for which I shall be amply repaid in seeing* 
that yoQ are gratified with my conduct On the 
contrary, shomd you reject my offer, I shall nevenj^ 
again enjoy true peace of mind ; yet, I trust, even 
in that case^ that yon will be happy with the man 
whom you may bless with your hand, and that you 
will honour with your friendship 

Your very affectionate, 

faithfiil friend. 



The Annoer, 

January 14th, 18—. 

Sir — ^I reply to your letter with the utmost can- 
dour, as I conceive the more explicit our senti- 
ments upon a subject which involves many, and 
oftentimes serious, passions and inquietudes, the 
better. That I am not unmindful of your worth, 
I firankly own, and judge that there can be no im- 
propriety in admitting your attentions as a suitor. 

But with regard to tne success of the enterprise 
in which you have engaged, that must wholly re- 
sult from a continuation of the feelings with which 
my present notions of your merits has impressed me. 

As I have not yet ^en into the bewitching di- 
lemma of absolute captivation, I shall hold you in 
ihe ordeal of probation, till f am enabled, with 
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more mature ooiisideration, to -cast the dis on 
wlii<^ depends my own fieedom and happineas. 

I am, dear sir, 

Your sincere friend. 



F^rom a OentUman to a Lady, inclonng a Portrait 

of Himnlf, 

December lit, 18—. 

Dear Jane— -As a few days will perfect my hap- 
piness, by making^ yon my bride, I have procured 
tlBs toy, with a hope that you will be gratified by 
its reception. Begging you to wear it on your 
lovely bosom for the ss^e of him who presents it, 

I am, my sweet maid, 

Everyoon. 

T^ Answer. 

Deeemlwr 3d, 18~. 

My dear John — I am infinitely obliged to you 
for your invaluable present, and can assure yoa 
that, x^cxt to the original, I shall ever esteem it to 
be my richest possession. % 

Let me see and hear firom my dearest John as 
firequently 'as possible, till the happy day arrives on 
which we shall be united never more to separate. 

I am, my lovcj. 

Your fondly affectionate. 



JVom a Ladv to her Lover, rrfunng a Present, 

December 3cl, 18—. 

My dear Charles — I have herewith returned the 
present you were kind enough to send me, and I 
trust you will not be offenckd at my doing so. I 
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do not consider it by any means proper for yoon^ 
females' to receive presents from gentLemen, even 
though mider a mutual engagement. It is upoo 
this principle only that I refuse your gift. Reserve, 
therefore, such testimonials of aSectioa till I be- 
come your happy wife; then, indeed, I shall re- 
OMve them with rapture from the hand of a loeicited 
husbaxid. I am, my dear Charles, 

With the most fidfhful love. 

Ever your own. 

.^Vtmi a QtntUman to a Lady greatly his Superior 
in Rank and Fnfune, 

July 6th, 1&— 

Madani — ^I have no excuse to offer £ot my pre- 
sumption in addressing this letter to a lady so 
greatly my superior, except my ardent love and 
admiration, which will be sufficient, I hope, to 
plead my pA-don, and to procure me your pity. 

I have long tenderly loved you witii the utmost 
fondness, but, till this moment, could never resolve 
to make a disclosure of my passion, on account of 
the inequality of our situations. 

Say then, madam, will you permit me to make 
you an offer of my hand and heart ? Will you 
suffer me to indulge the pleasing expectation of 
receiving from you a return of mutual love ? 

I can only add, that I am duly sensible of my 
temerity, but should you condescend to accept my 
proposal, and by uniting your destiny with mine^ 
make me the happiest of men, then shall my life 
be devoted to the constant promotion of your hap- 
piness. 

I am, dear madam. 

Ever yours. 
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^ The Answer. 

*.■ Jaly 7Ui, 18—. 

, Sir — Aa from the whole tenor of your conduct, 
I have long flattered myself with the poesession of 
your heart, I will confess that I was not much sur- 
prised at the receipt of your letter. 

''Believe me, sir, I consider the m^re distiaction 
arming from hirth or wealth, as idle things. With 
this impression upon my mind, I feel no hesitation 
in avowing that I have long loved you with a mu- 
tual warmth of aflection. Consequently, I can offer 
no objection to the proposal you have honoured me 
with ; and I consider myself highly distinguisheil 
in being selected by you as the female worthy of 
Becoming your wire. 

Having made this confession, 1 shall not endea» 
Tour to restrain your happiness by any false aflec- 
tation of reserve, but content myself with stating 
that I am ready to become your wife ; for which 
purpose I leave the necessary arrangements to you. 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours faithfully. 



Another Answer. 

July 10th, 18— . 

Sir — I certainly was considerably surprised at 
(he receipt of your letter, containing an offer of 
^our hand. Surely, sir, you must have been la^ 
txyuring under some degree of mental derangement 
when you wrote it, otherwise you could not have 
the presumption to hope for a return of love from a 
person so greatly your superior as I am. 

Wishing you to consider this reply as a positive 
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rajectioQ of yoor suit, I trust you will not address 
any ftiture letters to me ; if you do, I shall l/b un- 
der the painM necessity of returning them tau 
opened. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, yours, &c 

From an Offended hater to his ^Rstrest. 

September lOtb, 18—. 

Madam-^ I once fondly imagined that Rosalia 
could not intentionally wound the heart too tenderly 
devoted to herself; but, madam, your late conduct 
has, to my eternal sorrow, dispelled my pleasing 
error. Be it so : I will endeavour to subinit to my 
cruel fate ; and, imless I experi^ice a difierent 
Qiodb of treatQient, I must (however painfiil it may 
be) bid you 

Farewell &r ever. 



The Lady's Answer, 

September lltb, IS—. 

Dear John — ^Perhaps some excuse may be made 
for your cruel letter, arising from the violence of 
an unbounded passion. I am, therefore, ready to 
forp^ve your unmerited censures, but only on con. 
dition of their being never irepeated. 

Should you, therefore, be at leisure to call upon 
me this evening, I doubt not but that every part 
of my conduct can be explained to your satis&c- 
iion. 

I am, ever yours. 
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RijeeUng an offer of Marriage. 

July 4th, 18—. 

Sir — ^Aiter the decided disapprobation I have 
constantly evinced to jonr attentions, I was rather 
varprised at receiving an o^r of marriage from 
yon. 

I am sorry that yon have thus placed me under 
the disagreeable necessity of speaking on a subject 
no repugnant to my feelings; but candour and 
truth compel me to return an instant aud positive 
nerative to your proposal. 

I trust, therefore, you will no longer persist in 
disturbing, by such unavailing efforts, the peace 
o^ sir, 

Your obedient servant 
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jpVom s OenHeman in Distress to his Friend. 

July lOth, 16—. 

Dear Sir — ^Unfortunate circumstances have sud- 
denly reduced me from a state of respectability and 
comfi>rt, to, I have every reason to fear, absolute 
want and misery ; and what adds more severely to 
the poignancy of my feelings, is, that I cannot sur- 
mise a hope that I shall ever be relieved from its 
awful pressure. 
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Tlius circumstanced, I should not be acting^ ho- 
nourably, were I not to return, herewith, the article 
I purchased from you under the expectation of be- 
ing enabled to pay for it in a few days ; but so 
isolated am I from every^prospect of so doing, that 
I even dread the want of ability to procure' a bare 
subsistence for myself and family. Even this ex- 
tremity of misfortune, however, cannot induce me 
to commit an unjust act towards one who has re- 
posed confidence in me. 

I beg leave to assure you how highly sensible I 
am of your good intentions towards me; and I 
trust, notwithstandmg my present distress, yoa 
will still honour me with your correspondence, as 
it affords me great consolation in my present strug- 
gles and affliction, to find that I am not whoDy 
abandoned by one whom I have ever valued for 
his iq^its. 

I am, sir. 
Your faithful, though unfortunate friend. 



7^ Answer, 

July 11th, la-N 



My dear Sir— Your letter of yesterday afkemoon 
oocasioKied me great uneasiness. I regret to bear 
of your unhappy condition; but hope fbr better 
times. 

I return the article you mention, and beg you 
will not make yourself uneasy about it May I 
also beg you to allow me to send you the inclosed ; 
I only regret it is so small a sum. However, 
knowing that a trifle, under some circumstances, 
is more important than a large sum under others, 
I am emboldened to transmit it to you, with assu 
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ranees of respect and esteem. Present my kind 
remembrance to your &mily. 

I remain, dear sir. 

Yours most faithfUUy. 



PH tmt a Young Gentleman at School to hia Father, 

Jane 5th, 18—. 

My dear Father — My worthy master has direct- 
ed me to write to you, requesting you to transmit 
me the books named in the margin, as I hav&been 
advanced into another class, having passed the ne- 
oeaeary examination, much to my credit, as Dr. 
Jaokson, our examiner, was pleased to state. 

I have already Commenced reading Virgil and 
Ijivy ; and, in arithmetic, as far as vulgar frac- 
tions. I am certain this news wiU give you much 
pleasure, and I trust I shall always obtain your 
praise for my attention to my studies and inprove' 
ment, as it is the only recompense I can' give you 
for your unwearied exertions for my benefit 

Hoping to hear from you shortly, I am, my dear 
fiither. 

Your affectionate and dutiful son. . 



The Faiher*8 Answer. 

June 7th, 18—. 

Dear Son^— I was much gratified by the receipt 
of your letter, particularly as I perceive you are 
greatly improved in your writing. 

You may be assured, my dear Charles, that the 
whole of my conduct respecting you arises from 
an ardent desire to promote your future comfort 
and prosperity. 
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I rejoioe to hear of your progress, and yoa may 
depend upon invariably receiving my approbatiop 
when your, conduct merits it. In. Uie preeent m* 
stance, to c<mvince you of it, I have writteDr te 
your master, authorizing liim to supply yea with 
the books, and to increase your weekly allowance. 
I am, dear Charles, 

Tour affectionate parent 



From a Gentleman to hie Friend ^ being an Apology 
for having dieappointed him. 

August 3d, 18—. 

Sir — I have sincerely to apologize to you for not 
returning according to my promise, but having 
met with a gentleman who has just returned from 
Italy, 1 was induced to make some inquiries con- 
cerning his route and adventures, when, to my 
surprise, J found that he had been intimately ac- 
quainted with my son, who, you are aware, has 
been, for some time, studying painting in that fer- 
tile t'egion of the arts. 

Allured by his conversation, and particularly 
with his relation of several agreeable adventures 
he had had, in company with my son, the hours 
glided KWBj so imperceptibly, that it was midnight 
before I had the least recollection of my engage- 
ment with you : begging that you and Mrs. Cleve- 
land will accept my cordial assurances of esteem 
and respect, 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours, with the greatest respect 
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Another. 

August 3il, 18^. 

Sir — The promise I made you of spending last 
mvemng with your amiable fiunily, totally escaped 
my memory, until so late an hour, that it would 
only have been trespassing on your hours of reptjse 
to have paid you a visit at that unseasonable time. 
I have little doubt of obtaining your pankm for 
this infraction of good manners, when I lay before 
yoa the circumstances which mutually disappoint- 
ed qs of the anticipated enjoyment 

As I was on my way down Market street, I ob- 
served a respectaUy-dipssed female basely assault- 
ed by a fellow, who, upon being remonstrated with, 
had the audacious insolence to give iier in charge 
of the watch, as being the party aggrieyf^ ; 'tis 
true, at the moment I concluded her to be one of 
those unfortunates who are but too mudi experi- 
enced in scenes of this nature ; bat filled with in- 
dignation at such an' unmanly action, and ferget- 
ful of ,my engagement, I resolutely remonstrated 
against tile c&cial activity of the watchman, in 
dragging off an unofiendmg vietim to the- C4ge» 
doubSess, lor the purpose of Storting money, when 
lo! I feund myself a prisoner, and about to be as 
abruptly accommodated with a lodging as the un- 
fortunate lady. On our arrival at this mifffaty seat 
of judgment, I witnessed the most vile cuajrge of 
assault with intent to commit a robbeiy, made 
with the most barefeced effrontery that oan be 
imagined, and your humble servant charged as an 
aider and abettor in this said crime ; .fortunately, 
among the auditory at this tribunal I reoo^aed 
my worthy friend. Alderman ^ who imme- 
diately spoke to me ; and it would have delighted 

10 
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you, had you seen the alteralion in these gtiardiauft 
of the night, and how quickly the tables were 
tamed, man the greatest pomposity and wilib] 
deafiieaa to truth, to an assiduous attention to com- 
mit the actual aggressor, right or wrong, which 
was instantly erocted; but judge of my surprise, 
when I discovered that this unoffending female 
was no less a personage than our worthy friend, 
Mrs. Jenkins, who was just stepping into l^xth 
rtreet, to obtain a coach, having missed the Laa- 
caster stage by a few minutes. You may be as- 
sured, after the alarm and fright which she had 
ezperienoed, I accompanied her home, and accept* 
ed a bed &m our mutual fii^nd. Fearing that I 
nave tired you with a recapitulation of my adven- 
ture, 

I remain, dear sir. 

Your sincere friend. 



Prom a Shm-in-Lato in PAilorfel/x&ia, to hU Father- 
in-Law in Boston, 

May 9tb, 18—. 

Dear Sir— I received your last, dated the ^th 
instaBt, with much pleasure, as some time has 
elapsed sinoe the receipt of your preceding epistle. 
We rejoice to hear that you and the family are 
well; nothing can be more gratifying, being- at 
such a distance from you^^— patience, and we may 
shortly meet I confess, the bare idea of such a 
happiness, yields me inexpressible cmitent. 

My dear Susan and I jog on as usual ; I smoke, 
she reads^— I read, she works ; now and then we 
have two or three agreeable visiters, chiefly divines; 
we promenade, in short, amuse ourselves very so- 
ciably; yesterday I took her over Schuylkill, a 
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long joume J tor her ; but the pleasure repays the 
labour of a long walk. 

Dear sir. 

Your affectionate son. 



F^rom a GtrUleman to his Son, whose Conduct dis- 
pleased him. 

uly 13i^b, 18—. 

William — I am truly grieved to find that all 
my remonstrances have beei) thrown away upon 
you, and that the advice I have given to you, which 
originated solely from the ten<kr affection I bear 
towards you, continues to be treated with contempt 
It therefi>re becomes my solemn though melancholy 
duty, to act with determination. I am resolved to 
do so, and no entreaties shall prevent me from re- 
sorting to every mode of punishment remaining in 
My power, unless you make an immediate reform- 
ation in your conduct 

In pursuance of this plan, I have given my agenfS 
a positive order never to advance you a single shil- 
ling (m my account; and when your money is 
gcHie, young man, you will also then discover 
your real friends, though I greatly fear you have 
not one in the universe, with the exception of 
your injured and insulted father, who is yet even 
anxious to save you from utter destruction. I have 
only to add, that should you still continue to pef- 
OBft in your present debauched line of conduct, I 
win fi>r ever close my docnrs against you, and never 
exchange either a letter or syllable with you whilst 
I live. 

Think, young roan, I most earnestly conjure 
yon, upon what I have said, before it is too late, 
and fly to the arms of your afflicted father, while 
they are yet extended to receive you. 

I remain, your well-wisheri 
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The Anstoer. 

Jaly 14th, 18—. 

8Ir — ^For I dare not address you by the tender 
appellation of father, my cheeks bum with shame 
and sorrow whilst I am writing to you. Youi 
justly merited and truly severe letter, though blend 
ed with parental mercy, has at length opened my 
eyes to a proper view of the enormity of my con- 
duct, and the amazing ingratitude I have exhibit- 
ed towards you, one of the best of parents. In- 
deed, sir, I can hardly believe that your tender 
afifection for your unworthy son, can. ever induce 
you cordially to pardon so depraved a creatoze 
as I am. 

BeUeve me, sir, I am sensible of my past fi>lly,- 
of my unkind treatment of yourself and of your 
undeserved affection. Pardon me what I have 
done, and be assured tiiat, from this moment, I 
will for ever quit those evil debauched paths in 
which I too long unfortunately strayed; and, by 
the oonatant propriety of my future behaviour, en- 
deavour to deserve your proffered cleniency, and 
to regain that p(»tion of your love which I certain- 
ly deserve to lose for ever. 

You tell me, sir, that your arms are etiU open 
to receive me ; I shall fly to them with the hope 
that, when your guilty, though penitent^ son is 
folded to your heart, you will then seal his par- 
don for the past, and again permit him to call you 
his dear, his beloved father. 
I am, sir, 

Your unhappy, though repentant, son. 

Colonel Stedman to his Soth 

August lit, 1^—. 

My dear John — ^As the last good I can do for 



<• 
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yoa in this world, I now join to the trifles I leave 
yoa tfaese few lines, andjnrhich I beg of you oflen 
to read fer bis sake, who ever loved you so tender- 
ly. Above all thing, fear Grod as th^ Supreme 
Author of all good ; love him in your soul, and 
be religious ; but detest every tincture of hypoc- 



Regard your neighbour, that is, all mankind, 
and of whatever nation, profession, or faith, while 
they are hoiuest, and be ever so thyself; it is the 
best policy in the end, depend upon it. 

Guard against idleness ; it is the root of every 
misery, to which bad company gi^cs the finishing 
stroke. 

Love economy without avarice, and be ever thy- 
self thy best friend. 

Fly from the excesses of debauchery ; they will 
rot thy body, while they are a canker in thy 
mind. To keep both sound, my dear, be never 
behindhand with thy correspondent, with thy 
creditor, with thy daily occupations, or with thy 
conscience, and thy soul shall enjoy peace. 

By using air« exercise, diet, and recreation, thy 
body shall possess health and vigour. 

Dear John, should fortune frown, which, depend 
upon it, sometimes she will, then look round on 
thousands more wretched than thyself) and who, 
perhaps, did less deserve to be so, and be content. 
Content is better than fine gold. 

Wish not fer death, it is a sin ; but scorn to fear 
it, and be prepared to meet it every hour, since 
come it must, while the good smiles at its sting 
and defies its point Beware of passion and cruel- 
ty ; but rejoice in being-good natured, not only to 
'uuux, but to the meanest insect; that is, to the 
whole creation withott exception; detest to hurt 
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them but for thy food or thy defence. To be cniei 
IB the portion of the coward, while braveiy and 
humanity go band-ln-hand, and please God. 

Obey with tranper, and even pleasure, those set 
over thee ; since, without knowing how to be obe> 
dient, none know how to command. 

Now, my dear boy, love Mrs. Stedman and her 
little children, from your heart, if ever yoa had a 
real love for your dear fiUher, who requests it of 
^ou. Sbe has most tenderly proved a help in thy 
mfant state ; and while thou art a brother to her 
helpless little ones, prove thyself also, a parent and 
a guardian, by constant kindness, and a propei 
conduct Let that good sense with which heaven 
has been pleased to befriend thee, ever promote 
peace and harmony in my dear family ; thai i^all 
the blessing of Almighty God overspread you and 
them, and we, together with your beloved mother, 
my dear Johanna, have a chance once more to 
meet where, in the presence of our heavenly Bene- 
ikctor, our joy and happiness shall be eternal and 
complete; which is the ardent wish, the sincere 
prayer, and only hope of your once-loving father, 
thy tender parent, who, my dear child, when you 
read this, shall be no more, and rest with an affec- 
tionate heart to all eternity. 

Yours, &C. 

P. S. Let not your grief for my decease over- 
come you ; let your tears flow, my dear, with manly 
moderation, and trust that I am happy. 

JVoift a GenUeman to his Friend^ deelinitig an In-' 

f3itatUnL 

August 12tb, 18—.^ 

My dear Sir — ^Indispensable business will take 
me irom home for four oi^ve days, consequently 
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I am obHged most ggtuptajatlf to decline your polite 
inVitfiiioii for. Satqi^y next. 

Mrs. Johii8tone,Qiiites with me in affectionate re- 
gard to your wife. In great haste, but with fi;reat 
truth, I have the pleasure to subscribe myself 

Your sincere fiiend. 

From a Gentleman in New York to his Friend in 

the Country, 

July lO'th, la-. 

I>ear Sir — I am extremely fearfuTtiiat you con- 
sider me negleotM of your very handsome letter 
aikl kind present In that lett^ you state', that ** a 
servant will call for a reply" — a reply has remain- 
ed on my desk ever since. 

I presume you are, by this time, about to re- 
turn to town, and ready to enter upon the, avoca- 
tions of the winter, I trust with health and spirits. 
Mrs. Plane, too, I hope, participates with you in 
both. 

Allow me to repeat my grateful thanks for your 
kind attention, and be assured that it will afford me 
much pleasure in being honoured with your friend- 
ship. 

My fiimily are still out of town, and, I believe, 
will be so till November ; after that period, when 
we get a little settled, I hope to have the pleasure 
of seeing you and Mrs. Plane. 

And believe me to be, sir. 

Yours, very sincerely* 



From an Elderly Gentleman to his Yotmg Frieni^ 
as a Testimoniah 

May 7th, 18-. 

Dear George — I am sorry to hear thte Albion 
hod sailed beK)rc yoli arrived at New York, and 



oonseqiieiitl/iJtli^t you weie <UM,ppomted of a nto- 
ati<m on board that ship. I tnrat, however, it will 
sol be loDi^ be&re aomething dne, equally desira- 
bk, will be procured for jou. The education you 
have leoeived qualifies you to make yourself useful 
ia mo§t BJtairtioDS, and i am inclined to think your 
not going to Cambridge may prove an advantage 
to you. 

. rhe expenses of an university education are 
now become so very great, and fliere is so little 
chance of obtaining employment without v^ry pow- 
crfiil interest, that I think your fiiends have done 
verv wisely, in sending you out into the world, and 
letting you seek your Ibrtvne by your own ezer- 
tioBs. 

Should it please God to preserve your li&, your 
success will, under the Divine Providence, in a 
great measure, depend upon your own good con- 
duct; and you may, if you behave in the manner 
I flatter myself you wiU, look forward to the time 
when it wal be in your power to act as a &ther to 
your little brothers and sisters, and to return to 

{four parents those numberless obligations they 
lave conferred upon you; nothing, I am sure, 
would ffive you greater satisfaction. 

Sbomd any opportunity occur in which I can 
be of service to you, I shall embrace it with plea- 
sure. 

Wishing you every success, 

I am, your sincere friend. 



Trum a Penon wishing to obtain a situation in o 

Puhfic Cffice. 

October 13tb, 18^. 
Sir^^It is with great reluctance, I assure you, 
that I take the liberty of addressing you without 

\ 
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the neoeBsary lettex «f introduction generally ex- 
pected on sach an occasion; but pennit me io 
■tate, that a few weeks since, I received a letter 

fiom Mr. 1 of—, which, I trust, will supply 

that deficiency. 

My circumstances, sir, have been fcr some yean 
▼ery precarious, and I find my health much im- 
paired by protracted anxiety, and firequent difficul- 
ties ; and my present situation being truly trying, 
I have presumed to solicit your kind condescension, 
to grant me a letter to one of the gentlemen direc- 
tors of ', for some situation in their #ervice : 

should the emolument be ever so trifling, provided 
the situation be permanent, it would be of the ut- 
most service, and afford me that peace of mind I 
so ardently crave. 

My education, has been liberal, and I can procure 
most respectable testinxMiials as to character. 

Entreating your favourable consideration of my 
letter, 

I remain, sir. 

With respect, yours. 



From a Young OetUleman to his Frieitd comnunuU. 

ing a Regiment. 

October 10th, 18—. 

. Dear Sir — ^Although possessed of a sufficiency to 
live independent of any employment, I cannot re- 
con(^ myself to be idle ; I shall, therefore, feel 
myself particularly obliged, if you can procure me 
a commission in your regiment, bein^ anxious to 
enter on a military line of life. Tnistmg that you 
will excuse thb application, and favour me with 
an early answer, 

I am, dear sir, 

Vour obiodient and obliged servant 



iL. 
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The Ansioer. 

October ISlli, IB—. 

My young Friend — I have to-day been favoored 
with your letter, and I would meet willing'lj ocm- 
ply with your request, had I not at fhi» mcitaaent 
my regriment quite full of officers, and several yotmg 
gentlemen on my list, ready to receive such ccxn- 
missions as may chance to fall vacant during the 
spring 

I ani, sir, 

Yours very truly. ' 

Another j^nawer. 

October 14th, 18-% 

My dear Sir — I hasten to answer the letter with 
which you favoured me, and am truly happy that 
it is in my power to comply with your request, a 
lieutenancy being now vacant in the regiment I 
have the honour to command, for which you ohali, 
in a few days, receive a commission. 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours truly. 



From a Gentleman to his Friend^ after an unfor^ 
tunate deference with another. 

December 5th« 18—4 \ 

Dear Sir — I should have done myself the plea- 
sure of replying to your polite letter yesterday, tc 
thank you for your j^ady compliance with my re. 
quest, but have been so much engaged with com. 
pany coming unawares upon me, that I was mu,' 
ble to do so sooner. I regret equally with yourself 
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the /raco* that h8»> taken place, particuIaA^ m.ti£ 
ated as the person you allude to and myseu have 
beeiif- which ought to have rendered such an occur- 
rence impossible. I fed much obUged by ycyur 
kind attention, but, as you reside in the same house 
with the person above mentioned, I lament to say, 
I do not at present see any prospect of our meet- 
ing, except by accideitt. 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours, most laithflilly. 



From a Gentleman ahroad, to his Wife in PAiZa- 

delphia. 

May 9d, 18-. 

My beloved Jane — Ever anxious to correspond 
with you, the beloved of my soul, I most pleasura- 
bly embrace an opportunity which now presents 
itself of sending you a letter. 

Every thing goes on with me as agreeably and 
prosperous as I can reasonably expect ; the only 
trouble I have is that of being absent from you, 
whose charming society and tender endearments 
neither time nor possession can render me willing 
to relint^uish even for one moment. No, my dear 
wile, believe me, each year which has elapsed since 
the solemn rites of religion consecrated us to each 
other, has only contributed to render me still more 
sensible of the treasure I then gained, and of my 
own exquisite happiness in having such a friend, 
and such a wife, for whon) nothing can ever di- 
minish the ardency of my love. 

A few months, I trust, will restore me to your 
dear arms, never again to be torn from them, nav- 
ing nearly c(»npletcd the arrangement necessary 
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%o be madcf respectinflr my jvoperty in tbi^ 'distant 
part of the world. You may be assured, the fond , 
idea of again seeing you, urges me to use all pos- 
ribfe expeiditioo in the transacticMi of business. 

Be careful, my beloved, of your health ; remem- 
ber your Henry*s life and happmess depend on 
yours, with which it is too closely connected to 
admit of any smiaration. Render my kindest le- 
membranoe to au our mutual friends, axul preserve 
the image of him who adores jbu. In your heart. 
I am, my dear Jane, 
Your affectionate and fidthfiil husband. 



The Anatoer. 

MaySlit, 18 — 

• My dear Hc^rv — ^To receive a letter from you, 
ever conveyed the purest feelings of unaffected 
happiness to ra% bosom, even when only separated 
lor a single day ; you may, therefbcc, eamy ima- 
gine how gratified I was to hear from you, ivhen, 
Kur the first time since our happy union, we are so 
widely apart 

BeUeve me, my Henry, that during the period 
of your absence, I cannot partake of any. real en- 
joyment, because all I do is alloyed by the know- 
iedge that n^ hearf s beloved cannot enjoy it with 
'me- 

My wliole employment is now to look fi)rward 
to tliat happy hour when we shal} be reunited,-!!! 
doing which J draw the modt delightful scenes of 
fiitore bliss. 

Indeed, my a^9ctionate, my dear husband, I can 
never sufficiently express, even by the utmost ten. 
demess, the hiffh and grateful sense I entertain of 
your unwearied kindness and constant love to me. 



^ere K to^live an age, and each moment of my 
lift devoted to your servioe/it would not suffice. 
Z sincerely hope, that your business will soon per- 
mit you to return to the affectionate arms of your 
axudous wife ; fdi I feel perfectly assured, that no- 
thing but the most urgent business will possess the 
power of detaimng you one moment from the so- 
ciety of her who lives but in your presence, and 
■whose heaven is the enjoyment of your smiles. 

The kind caution you give me of being careful 
of my health, I must retort upon you. For my 
beloved Henry, were I to lose you. Death, by taking 
me, would prevent you from reposing in a solitary 
grave. No, my dearest husband, it would not bo 
possible for me to survive your loss. With affbc- 
tionate blessings, 

I am, my dear husband. 

Your own devoted wife. 



From a Brother to hia Sitter at Boarding Scroti, 

October 13ih, 18—. 

My dear Louisa — I embrace an opportunity 
which presents itself, of sending you a letter, free 
of expense, fearing you would omerwise imagine 
that I had forgotten you. 

I am truly rejoiced to learn from our dear father, 
that you are rapidly improving ; continue to do so, 
my beloved girl, as it will eVince your own merits, 
and likewise prove to our dear parents how truly 
i^ixious you are to please them.; independent of 
which, you will discover, hereafter, that your pre- 
sent acquirements will command fer you the re- 
spect and love of all — an ample rewtard fi>r your 
present labours. 1 have sent you, my dear girl, at 
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a trivial token of my regard, a parcel of .books 
and inclosed jou wiJl find a one-pound note, iSsr 
you to dispose of in any manner you think proper 
Your affectionate parents, and my wife and 
Gthildren^ unite in love to you ; and hoping soon to 
receive a letter from you, I am, my love, 

Your truly afifectionate brother. 



Tke Si8ter*8 Amwer. 

October 15th, 18—. 

My deur Brother — I have to acknowledge the 
receipt of your affectionate letter, and to return 
you my warmest thanks for your kind present 

J h(^ you will always find that I pay a jHoper 
degree of respect to the advice you cffo so fre- 
quently good enough to give me, and that my 
conduct will evidence the truth of ^s assertion. 
For, believe me, I shall always feel truly gratified 
in having merited the good opinion of my doar 
Wother. 

With respect to my improvement, I flatter my- 
self neither my beloved parents, nor yourself, will 
have any great reason to find fault ; at least I am 
happy to say that my dear and respected governess 
gives me full credit for as much Improvement as 
die can expect • 

Make my dutifhl remembrances to our excellent 
parents, and my afiectionate regards to your dear 
wife and eliildren. With the hope that you wUl 
shortly fiivour me witii another letter, I subscribe 
myself 

My ever dear brother, 

Your truly affectionate sister 
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JPSrom a Gentleman to his Friend^ eorUaining an 

Invitation. 

July 3d, 18—. 

My dear Friend — Being now settled at my coun- 
try residence for the summer, I lose no time in so- 
liciting the pleasure of jovot company, together 
'with th&t of your family, and trust that you will 
make it convenient to pass a month or six weeks 
with us in our rural retirement I belieye that you 
wre too well aware of my friendship, to douht every 
thing will be done to render your stay with us 
agreeable. 

My wife desires me to inform you, that unless* 
you comply with this our mutual request, your 
name will be erased from her good books. 

Pray favour us with an early answer, and let it 
be such as we expect* 

With best wishes to yourself and family, be- 
HeTe me to be, my dear *sir, ^ 

Very faithfully, yours. 



7^ Answer^ accepting the hivitatum, 

July 4th, 18—. 

My dear Sir — Your very friendly and polite in- 
Titatum demands my immediate attention. Yoh 
may be assured, that I never willingly resign tlie 
pleasure of enjoying your society ; and, on the 
vresent ocoasiont I am extremely happy to saj^ 
that I have nothing to prevent my acceptation of 
voor very kind offer. You may, therefere, expect 
rae and my fiunily m the course of ten days. I 
hope we qluill be able to prevail on you and your 
good lady to return with us. «. 

Requesting you to be assured, that I am truly 
aonsible of your repeated actsxif friendly attention 
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towRTds me, I am, deax sir, with biest wiahei Sat 
your health and happiness (in which my wife 
unites) very affectionately. 

Yours troly. 

Ano&ier Annoer, corttaimng an Excuse, 

Julf Stb, 1&-. 

My worthy Friend — ^I am truly obliged to you 
fat your very friendly invitation, and sincerely 
lament that the pressure of my business prevente 
me at present ftom complying with it; though I 
hope thu will not induce your amiable hdj to 
'erase my name from her good books, especially as 
it is no fault of mine, my inclination being de- 
cidedly in &vour of the visit I shall, however, 
embrace the earliest opportunity of passing a week 
with you, when the hurry of business is a Uttle 
got over ; when, I trust, my welcome will not be 
the less cordial for the present delay. 

My family unite with me in the kindest remem- 
brance% to you all ; and I subscribe myself dear 
sir, with great truth. 

Your obliged friend and humble servant 



prom a Gentleman to his Friend^ requesting his 
Influence in procuring a Situation for his Son. 

February 9tb, 18—. 

My dear Sir — ^The friendly intercourse which 
has so long subsisted between, us, kiduces me to 
make an application to you respecting my tt>n, 
who has also the honour of your acquaintance. I 
do this the more readily, from never having pre 
viously trespassed tyxm your kindness, and, ac- 
cording to all human probability, I shall n«vef 
again have to tax your friendship. 
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Fortune has thrown us into very different spheres 
tiTlife; to you she has given wealth and iiifluence, 
whilst OR me she has bestowed a small business in 
ft eoontry town, just sufficient to support the char- 
meter of a gentleman, and to educate my child in 
ft decent manner, but not to lay by a fortune for 
hiuL ~ Thus circumstanced, as he is now arrived 
mi jrears of maturity, I trust you will excuse my 
natural wish to provide for him before I depart 
fiom this transitory vale of existence. 

William is desirous to procure a clerksh^) ib 
■eme compting room, from its presefiting the most 
pleasing prospect of speedy advancement. 

Will you, therefore, m^ dear sir, exert your in- 
terest upon this occasion m favour of my only son, 
'who, in my candid opinion, is every way calculated 
I to fill the situation he desires, and who, without 
your assistance, can never hope to attain it. Rest- 
I mg the event totally upon you, and not in the least 
doubting your friendship, whatever the event may 
be, I shall ever remain, 

Your very faithful 

and obliged friend 



The Answer, 

February 12th, 18—. 

My dear Sir — I was favoured with your letter 
yesterday, and to remove all anxiety from your 
mind, I hasten to answer it 

I trust I need not make any professions ^f friend* 
ship to one so intimately acquainted with me os 
yourself^ towards whom I bear the warmest estecmi 
and respect Be assured, my worthy friend, I shall 
feel the highest degree of pleasure in being able to 

U 
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yoOi or in way manner to promote your in 



Yonr ■on's merits would have indnoed me to 
I him, independent of my regard £or his fiither ; 
and I am truly Jiappy to aay, that I hanre no doobt 
bat that hia wishes will be gratified. 

In a few days, I expect to have the pleasure of 
transmitting yonr son his appointment, and I beg 
yon will present him with the inclosed bill, as - a 
present from his god&ther, to assist him in fitting 
onL 

With best Wishes to yourself your amial>le wife 
and ftmily, beheve me, my dear Mend, to be «ver 
most ftithfbUy and aff(«tionately. 

Yours. 



J^nm « Cfendeman, congreOulating his Friend on 
Ms Marriage with an amiahh Young Lady. 

February 38th, 18—. 

My dear Friend— rl trust you will devote a few 
moments from the pleasures with which you are 
now surrounded, to the perusal of an epbtle from 
an old and fidthiul friend, conveying his hearty 
congratulations bn your marriage. Alay you, my 
dearest friend, and your charming bride, live many 
years to enloy that genuine felicity attendant on 
the conjugal state, when it is entered upon fit>m 
proper motives. May you live to experience a nu 
moNfOM i^pring blooming aroimd you, by whose 
virtues the evenmg of your dftys shall be rendered 
equally happy with the present joyous period 
Adieu, my valued friend; make my best wishes 

acceptable to Mrs. B , and be assured no per 

t(m rejoices more fervently at yomr present happi 
neas, than your 

Very feithful and aiFectionaJte friend 
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^ront a Widow Lady to a Female Relation^ in be- 
half of her Daughters, 

Noveiiib<>r S5tli, 18~ 

My dear Madam — ^I doubt not but that yon haTe, 
ere tuisy.beev informed of the severe and hrepara 
Ue loss I have experienced in the death of my be- 
Icyved husband, with whom I can truly say that I 
have jMi^sed thirty years of uninterrupted happi- 
ness. My only remaining consolation is, tiiat I 
shall (at no distant period, I trust) rejoin his bless- 
ed spirit in a better world, and the possession of 
two lovely young women, the dear aoid affectionate 
pledg'es of our mutual love. It is principally on 
their account, my dear madam, that I now address 
you, my beloved husband not having left sufficient 
behind him to provide for them in the manner I 
could desire. May I therefore venture to recom- 
mend them to your notice, whenever the period of 
my dissolution arrives 7 Will you, in that case, be- 
come a mother to those young and beloved &males, 
who will then be cast upon the world without pa- 
rents, without friends, and destitute of experience, 
with barely enough to shield them from the severity 
of want?. This will, at an early period, be their 
wihai^ destiny, unless you will humanely inter, 
pose your kind protection ; for the unexpected death^ 
of my husband has so completely destroyed my' 
ooDstitution, that I foel convinced my course in 
this world draws swi^ly tovnurds its termination. 

Anxious for my daughters* prosperity, I have ven- 
tured to make this application, pleading as my only 
excuse for so doing, the strength of maternal love. 

I am, dear madam, 

Very affectionately, yours 
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TThe ArutDer. 

November SOth, 18 — ^ 

Jif dear Cousin — ^I received your afTectionafa 
leCter, and, till I read it, was totally ignorant of 
tha heavy loas yon have sustained, ^y attempt 
to conaole you at present, I am aware, most be in 
vain; I shall therefore hasten to reply to the con- 
tents of your letter. 

Suffer no apfMvhensions respecting your beloved 
giris to pr^ upon your spirits, as you may rely 
upon my being a mother to them during my life, 
and at my decease they shall be amply provided fi>r. 

In ooDsequenpe of this, I have to request you 
will lose no time in taking up your residence with 
me, together with my young relatives ; aiu), that 
the journey may not be too expensive, I have in- 
closed you herewith a bank bill, which I beg you 
will devote to that purpose, and the settlement of 
your affairs. 

I trust my efforts, combined with the tender nt- 
tentions of your amiable daughters, will preserve 
yoa to us for many years, and that you will yet 
survive to embrace a lovely race of grand-children. 
H<^ fi>r the best, my dear madam. Put your 
trust in an all-gracioos Providence, and believe me 
to be, with fervent prayers for your happiness. 

Very tenderly, yours. 

Another Aamoer, 

November 30th, 18—. 
Madam — With every desire to comjdy with your 
request, I am compelled to give it a negative. My 
circumstances (though generally supposed affluent) 
not being such as to warrant my giving a promise 
of the nature you require. 
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I would, therefore, recommend yoa to place 
your daughters out to some line of businefls, in 
^^hicli, by industrious exertion, they may earn a 
Bubsistenoe; not that I wish to dictate. Should 
you, however, do so, I shall have no objection to 

--^ jQU ^2th a small sum for that purpose. 

I am, TT >afl^Tn| 

Your humble servant 



JSepIy to a letter, hegging a favour, in ike negative, 

October aoth, 18—. 

- Dear Sir — ^Doubtless you have ere this thought 

and spoke of me very harshly, because you have 

not received the answer to your letter you might 

possibly have anticipated; I should have written 

befere, but I have not had an opportunity. The 

fiivoor you require of me, cannot, I think, afford 

you that assistance you speciilate upon ; consider 

that what you propose is an undertaking of soom 

magnitude, and how it is possible for you to suc« 

ceed with such slender assistance, I cannot poft^ 

sibly imagine ; in fact, the means and plan do not 

appear consistent I must therefore decline, as I 

see no probability of bettering your situation by it; 

fixr it follov^ as a na'taral consequence, that be- 

fare you coidd duly apply it, in order to reap • 

lasting benefit, the sum must be gone to satisfy 

certain necessitous demands. I hope vou will for^ 

give me for writing this letter, so ill adapted to 

your views, and remain. 

Dear sir 

Yours obediently. 
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JPVmh a Poor Mam to Ins Daughter, jtut entered 

tflto 8€fVtC€m 

October ITth, IB— . 

Mj dear Maiy — ^Having now oommenoed the 
ardnona undertaaing of procuring a liTelihood far 
yourael^ by your own industrious exertions, I can- 
not better discharge my duty than by giving* you 
•ttch humble advice as I am competent to. 

In the first place, carefully avoid all symptmna 
df impatience, which wiB invariably make yoor 
employers enemies ; to do this, remember that it 
is your duty to submit to your employers, however 
harsh their commands may appear. 

Be strictly attentive to cleanliness and industry, 
otherwise you will never preserve any place loogr, 
which akme will be sufficient to ruin your character. 

Keep as much as possible at home, as when a 
servant ranges abroaa it invariably [uxMiuces ax^ 
ffer firran her mistress, exclusive of whichi it ren. 
ders her discontented with that station which it 
has pleased the ^Almighty Disposer of all things to 
aUot to her. 

Endeavour, by the most scrupulous attention 
and willing sJaflritr, to prevent even the wishee (sf 
your employers, ^hia will insure you their love 
and protection; a constant desire to please, beiag- 
always sure of success. 

Should there be any children in the fiunily yoii 
may serve, treat them with tfcp greatest tendemeas, 
and with proper respect, for u miy so happen,, that 
in the course of life those very children may be- 
come your employers. 

If there are male servants in the fiunlly, treat 
them with attentive kindness, but on no account 
sufier them to take any improper liberties. 
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Above an, be honest It is a sokiiin duty yom 
owe to those who intrust you with their pfroperty ; 
jmd remember, that you will be equally cidpable 
in defrauding tbem of a single cent, as you would 
in robbing them of a thousand dollars. One breach 
of honesly will ruin your character for ever, break 
the ibnd heart of your aged parents, and probably 
conduct you to an ignominious death ! 

Finally, my dear child, never neglect the sacred 
duties of religion, a sure conjQdence in which can 
alone support you under the sorrows of this tran- 
tatory life, and render you triumplAnt over the ter- 
rors of death. Accept, my dear girl, the prayen 
and blessings of 

Your truly aflfectionate fiither. 



From a FiUher to hU Son, an ApprenHet, 

November SSU, l^^ 

Dear George — ^As you are now become a mem- 
ber of another faiAily, I shall call your attention 
to a few hints calculated for your benefit 

In the first place, suffer me to recommend a 
strict attention to the duties of your ofllce ; you 
owe it to your master, and more particularly so to 
yourself, otherwise you will never gain a proper 
knowle^^ of that business in which you are to 
procure your future support Be in all things sub- 
missive to your master, who, from his friendship 
fer me, will, I am convinced, do his utmost to 
serve and instruct ^ou. Remember that he now 
fills my place, and is equally entitied to your obe- 
dience, and also tp your afieetion. 

Secondly, religion being the only foundation on 
which the practice of all virtue can securely re^ 
let me entreat that you will never, fer a 
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Yoa may tkereftro retnm, aanned thit yen 
will be trMted with my naasl kindneeR mad 
eotofidenoe; neither ehall the past be meationed 
either by myself or others. 

Trusting that yon will not, by yonr future eoD- 
duct, induce me to rqient^if the oonoesaioiis I now 

lam, ■ 

Yoor albetioiuite maetCT 



Another Annoer. 

September lOih, 1&-* 

James— Your prcanise of future amendment 
comes too late, for you have so fiequently deceived 
me, that I am determined no more to believe your 
assertions. 

You must not, therefore, hope that I will ever 
more receive you beneath my roo^ and you may 
be assured that I shall, by this post, vnrite a letter 
to your father, and make him acquainted with jroui 
highly improper conduct 

I am. 
Your justly offended master. 



Frtm a Gentleman to a Friend, announeing an 

tended Vieit. 

October OUi, 18--. 
My dear Friend — It is my intention, if it be 
agreeable to you, to pay you a visit at an early 
period in the ensuing spring, when I wish to re- 
main with you fi>r at least five weeks : as, exda- 
sive of the {Measure I shall enjoy' in yoor society, 
I promise myself some improvement in respeet to 
my health, which a close attention to bnsinees has 
rendered verj precarious. 
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If my pr<^>oBal gbould suit jour convenience, 

pray favour me with an early reply, and believe 

' me to be at all times, and under au circumstances, 

Dear sir, 

Veiy tndy, yours. 

TkeAnawer, 

October Tth, 18—. 

My dear Friend— I received your friendly letter 
'with oonsiderable pleasure, and iJiall be ezoeed- 
in^ly rej<nced at your intended visit Eipectiiy 
to aee you as early as convenient, 

I am, my dear sir. 

Very truly yours. 

Anathtr Answer, 

October 7tb, 18—, 

My dear Sir — I am truly sorry that a pre-en- 
ipagement will deprive me of the honour of your 
intended visit at the period you mention ; but if 
yon can conveniently postpone it for two months, 
I shall then feel myself highly gratified in being 
fiivoured with your company. 

I am, my dear sir, with best wishes tat your 
health and happiness, 

Ever fidthfUly yours. 

FVsm a Cftndeman in the CawOry to Ais Friend in 
Tnon, with a Present cf Game, 

September Ttta, 18—. 

My dear Sir — I have transmitted by this even- 
ing*s miul, a basket of game, containing a hare 
sad two pair of partridges, which I hope you will 
receive in good order. 

Should you, at any period of the sporting sea 
son, make it convenient to pass a week vnth us, 
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mj ftmil y will be equally bappy with myctf to 
pey yoa e^eiy poanble attention ; and I wfilvs^ 1 
dftrtikff* to procure you some exodlent sport. ^ j 

Mrs. Jones unites with me in best wishes, and i 
bflUete me, my dear friend, to be 

Very feithfally yoan. 

Tke Answer. 

September Mi, 18—. 

My dear Friend — ^I have, with many thanks, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter 
and present; believe me, I do not require those 
attentions to convince me of the sincerity of your 
friendship. 

I feel myself highly obliged by your invitation, 
and shall, with great pleasure, avail myself of it in 
about ten days, being particularly attached to the 
amusement of shooting. 

Pray render my best acknowledgments accepts*. 
Ue to your good lady, and be assured that I am 
truly sensible of your unwearied attentions. 

I am, dear sir, 

Your obliged friend. 

7b a Broiher-iU'IdnD, abroad. 

Philadelphia. Jane 4th, 18—. 
Dear Brpther— I have received your afiectionate 
letter of the 9th ult which contains an acknowledg- 
ment of the receipt of the $10, 1 remitted to you 
in consideration of the marriage of my niece, b^g 
my mite towards the necessary expenses of the 
happy union. I wish it had been in my power to 
have advanced a greater sum ; but I do assure yoo, 
business has been, for such a length of time, much 
stagnated, particularly within the last year, that it 
is with difficulty we make a comfi>rtable living. 
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« I waa mnch jpatiiied, as .well as our dear aged 
Ijbother, to find ^om your letter that your amiable 
wife has reicoYered firom the complaint with- which 
■he has been so long afflicted ; as also, that your 
youn^rest d/iu^hter is again restored to health. You 
w^ill rejoice with me, to hear that our dear mother, 
notwitnstanding her Very great age, enjoys excel* 
lent health. 

I trust, before this arrives, you will have had 
some news firom your son George, which I hope 
-wrill prove gratifying to you. 1 am particularly 
anxious to hear of his welfare, knowing that he is 
a most deserving young man ; when you write to 
him again, pray remember me kindly to him'. 

ITour mother desires to be remembered to you ; 
and with best wishes for the health and prosperity 
of yourself and family, 

I remain. 

Your sincere fiiend« 



PVom (me Friend to another^ stating that he. hoe 
tometking to communicate to hie advantage. 

July 9th, 18—. 

Dear Sir — I have been so pressed with business, 
that I could not possibly answer your letter befi>re; 
but it happens very apropos, as I have a communi- 
catioii to make which may place something very 
advantageous within your reach. I have particular 
TCASons fi>r not explaining here, but will meet you 
at the comer of the Park, next Great George street, 
at three o'clock this afliemoon, when you shall re- 
ceive the information. ^ 

You are perfectly welcome to the loan of the 
boekfl which you will receive this evening, and I 
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shdl M obliged if yon mil favour me witif **Ivan^ 
hoe'* per bearer. * \' 

Yours, truly;. I 

Fnm a Ladv to herfemaU Friend, 

May ad, 18-^. 

My dear Laursr— Ab I have never withheld evea 
my most secret thoughts firom you, I cannot avoid 
inibrming yoo, that since my last letter^ I have 
received an ofier of marriage from Mr. Dawson. 
This, you will perbsips say, has been long expected. 
True, my dear girl, but it is not, therefi>re, the less 
important; especiaJly as my lover is very ardent 
in his professions, and my heart, eould he discoya: 
its inmost feelings, is no less repugnant to delay 
than his own. However, my dear girl, to confess 
the truth, I will inform you that I received ^e 
offer of his hand with all that raptiHe which de- 
rives its origin from pure love, and accepted with 
that candour, which I sincerely trust, I shall never 
(even for a moment) lose sight of. Yes, my be- 
loved friend, the most important action of your 
friend*8 life, on which all her ihture felici^ or 
misery depends, is finally determined upon; and 
on 'Wednesday next, I am pledged to become the 
wife of the oiily man I ever loved. Agreeably, 
therefore, to a long-standing promise, I shall ex- 
pect that you will make it oonvenient to attend as 
my bridesmaid. 

And believe me to be, my dear g^rl, 
Ever faithfully 

Your affectionate fiiead. 



The Anstoer. 

May 3d, l&-w 

Bfy dear Laura — ^The fresh proof you have given 
me of your friendship and confidence, would, if uiy . 
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oovM^o MS increajK that friendly in^rest I 
ive ever ^t in all which concerned yoo. How* 
Ty though I have ten thousand things to say, 1 
bI^lU reserve the whole till we meet 

I shall certainly do myself the pleasure of attend- 
ing upon you in an official capacity on your wed. 
ding-day, when you may expect that I design to 
have my. laugh out, though believe me, without 
any joke to be 

Yours ever, most faithfully. 

To a Lady ref unrig a Fawfur, 

March 11th, 18—. 
Dear Madam^ — It is very painful to me to be 
under the necessity of replying to your letter of 
yesterday's date, as I caimot at the same time, 
render you the assistance you require. Had it been 
in my power, 1 should have instantly complied, as 
I should be happy, at all times, if possible, to an- 
ticipate your wishes; I trust, therefore, you will 
forgive me these lines, and believe me to be, (al« 
tiibugh I do not, in the present instance, prove it,) 

Your sincere fl^iend. 



Pram an EminerU Literary Character to a Chttd, 
the Daughter cf a Friend, 

Dearest Miss Bqkj — When you fiivoured me 
with your letter, you seemed to be in want of ma- 
terials to fin it, having met with no great adven- 
ture8,*either (rf" peril or delight, nor done nor suffer- 
ed any thing out of the common course of life. 

When you have lived longer, and considered 
more, you will find the conunon course of life very 
fertile of observation and reflection. Upon the com- 
mon course of life must our thoughts and our. con- 
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re i i atip i n be greneraUy em^fiojed. Oar ffenenu*^ 
ooane of life ihust denominate us wise or roollsh;' ' 
happy or miseraUe : if it is well regulated, we 



on Draeperously and smoothly ; as it is negrlectedt 
we live in embarrassment, perplexity, and uneasi* 



Your time, my love, passes, I suppose, in devo- 
tiofn, reading, work, and company. Of your devo- 
tions, in wMcfa I earnestly advise* you to be very 
punctual, you may not perhaps think it proper to 
give me an account ; and of work, unless I under- 
stood it better, it will be of no great use to say 
much ; but books and company will always supply 
you wi& materials for your letters to me, as I shall 
alwajrs be pleased to know what you are reading, 
and with what you are pleased; and shall take 
great delight in knowing what impressions new 
modes or new characters make upon you, and to 
observe with what attention you distinguish the 
tempers, dispositions, and abUities of your com» 
pamons. 

A letter may be always made out of the books 
of the morning or talk of the evening ; and any 
letters from you, my dearest, will be welcome to 
your, Slc 

From an Eminent Poet to a Female Relative. 

July ISth. 18-v 

My dear Cousin — ^you are very good to me, and 
if you will only continue to write at such inftnrrah 
as you find convenient^ I shall receive all that pieav 
sure, which I proposed to myself from our corre- 
spondence. I desire no more than that you would 
never drop me for ahy length of time together, fbr 
I shall then think you only write because some- 
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thin^ h^pened to put you in mind of mt^ or &r 
some other reason eqnallj mortifying. I am not 
havrevei so unreasonable as to expect you shoiild 
perform this act of friendship so frequently as my* 
selT; for yon Cve in the world swarmina with en- 
gag-ements, and my hours are ahnoet aU my oiwa. 
You must every day be employed in doinjf whi^ 
is expected from you by a Uiousand others, and I 
have nothing to do but what is most agreeable td 
myself, 

Yonr mentioning Newton's Treatise on iho 

Prophecies, brings to my mind an anecdote of Dr. 

Young, who you know died lately at Wdwyn. 

I>r. Cotton, who was intimate with him, paid him 

a visit about a fortnight before he was seized with 

his last illness. The old man was then in yaefed 

health ; the antiquity of his person, the gravity of 

his utterance, and the earnestness with which ho 

discxmrsed about religion, gave him, in the ]>oiBtor'i 

eje, the appearance of a prophet They had been 

delivering their sentiments upon the book of New 

ton, when Young closed the conference thns:-^ 

** My friend, there are two considerations upon 

which my faith in Christ^is built as upon a sock : 

the fall of man, the redemption of man, and tho 

resurrection of man, the three cardinal articfef of 

our religion, are such as human ingenuity oonkl 

never have invented, therefore they must be divine. 

The other arg-ument is this — If the prophecies 

hav^ been fuSsUed (of which there is abundant 

demonstration), the Scripture must be the word 

of God ; and if the Scripture is the word of God, 

Cluristianity must be true.'* 

This treatise on the Prophecies serves a doid>]o 
purpose : it not only proves the truth of religion, 
u a manner that never had been, nor ever can bt 

13 
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•odtroverled ; but it proves likewise, that the Ro 
BMUi Catholfe is the apostale and anti^hristiaii 
«hareh« to flvquently foretold both in die Old and 
New Testaments. Indeed so fatally connected is 
the reftoti<Mi ef Fopery with the truth of Christi. 
anitv, when the latter ia evinced by the completion 
of the prophecies, that in proportion as li^ht is 
thrown upon the one, the deformities and errors of 
tlM c(ther are more plainly exhibited. But I leave 
yon to ike book itself: there are parts of it which 
may possibly afford you less entertainment than 
the reft, because you have never been a school-boy ; 
bat in the main it is so interesting, and you are 
flo fond . of that which is so, th&t I am sure yon 
will like it 

My dear cousin, — ^how happy am t in having* a 
friend, to whom I can open my heiart upon these 
mfajects ! I have many intimates in the world, and 
have had many more than I shall have hereafter, 
to whom a long letter, upon these most important 
articles, would appear tiresome at least, if "not im- 
pertinent But I am not a£raid of meeting with 
that reception from you, who have never yet made 
it your interest, that tUSre should be no truth in 
the- word of God. May this everlasting truth be 
your comfort while you live, and attend yoil wifii 
pieace and joy in your last moments ! I love you 
too well not to make this a part of my prayers ; 
and when I remember my friends on these occa- 
sicns, there is no likelihood that you can be for- 
gotten. Yours, ever. 

P. S.— -Cambridge, — I add this^ postscript at my 
brother's rooms. He desires to be remembered to 
yon, and if you are in town about a fortnight hence, 
when he proposes to be there himself, will take a 
hreakfiist wi^ yon. 
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« 

Frmn the Same to the Same, 

September 14th, 18—. 

My dear cousin — ^The longer I live h^re, the 
better I like the place, and the people who .belong 
to it. I am upon verj good terms with no lew 
than €ive fiucnilies, besides two or. three odd scram- 
bling fellows like mysel£ The last acquaintance 
I made here is with the race of the Unwins, con- 
msting of &ther and mother, son and daughter, the 
most comfortaUe, social folks you ever knew. The 
8on is about twenty-one years of age, one of the 
inoet unreserved and amiable young men I ever 
conversed with. He is not yet arrived at that time 
of U&, when suspicion recommends itself to us in 
the form of wisdom, and sets eyery thing, but our 
own dear selves, at an immeasurable distance from 
'our esteem and confidence. Consequently he is 
known almost as soon as seen ; and having nothing 
in his heart that makes it necessary §ar him to 
keep it barred and bolted, opens it to the perusal 
even of a stranger^The father is a clergyman, 
and the son is designed* for orders. The design, 
however, is quite his own, proceeding merely Stata 
his being, and having always been, sincere in his 
belief and love of the GxwpeL , Another acquaint- 
ance.! have lately made, is with a Mr. Nicholson, 
a North-country divine, very poor, but very good, 
and very happy. He reads prayers here twice a» 
day, all the year round, and travels on foot to serve 
two churches every Sunday through the year, his 
journey out and home a^^ain being sizteoii miles. 
I supped with him last night. He gave me bread 
and cheese, and a black jug of ide of his own brew- 
ing, and doubtless brewed by his own hands. An- 
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other of my acquaintance is Mr. , a thin, toS, 

old man, and as |rood as he is thin. He drinks 
nothing but water, and eats no flesh, partly (I be- 
lieve) uom. a religious scruple (for he is very reli« 
VKms), and partly in the spirit of a ▼aletudinariaik 
He is to be met with every morning of his life, al 
about SIX o'clock, at a fountain of very fine water, 
about a mile from the town, which is reckoned ex 
tiemely like the Bristol spring. Being both early 
risers, and the only early walkers in the place, we 
soon became acquainted. His great piety can be 
equalled by nothing, but his great regularity ; fiir 
he is the most perfect time-piece in the world. I 

have received a visit likewise from Mr. w lie 

is very much a gentleman, well-read, and sensilile. 
I am persuaded, in short, that if I had had the 
choice of all England where to fix my abode* I 
OGuld not have chosen better for myself^ and m<36t 
likely I should not have chosen so welL 

You say, you hope it is not necessary for salva- 
tion to undergo the same afiiictions that I hqre 
undergone.^ — No ! my dear coasin, Grod deals with 
his chUdren as a mercifbl father ; he does not, as 
he himself tells us, afilict willingly the sons of men. 
]>oubt]ess there are many who, having been placed, 
by hb good providence, out of the reach of any 
neat evil, and the 'influence of bad example, have, 
from their yerj infiuicy, been partakers of the 
grace of his Holy Spirit, in such a manner as ne- 
ver to have allowed themselves in any grievous o£ 
fence against him. May you love him more and 
more, day by day ; as every day, while you think 
upon' him, you will find him more worthy of yowr 
love : and may you be finally accepted by him fer 
his sake, whose intercession for all his faithful ser- 
vants cannot but prevail ! Yours ever. 
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From the Same to the Same, 

October lOtb, la—. 

My *lear Ciousin — I should grumble at your long^ 
nleocii« if I did not know, t^t one may love one'f 
friendfc very well, though one is not always in a 
hmaoof to write to them. Besides, I have the sat- 
ialacUon of being perfectly sure, that you have at 
leaafc twenty times recollected the debt you owe 
nM^ and as often resolved to pay it : and perhaps, 
wltjle-you remain indebted to me, you think of me 
twice as often as you would do if the account was 
dear. These are the reflections with which I com« 
fi»rt myself under the affliction of not hearing from 
you : my temper does not incline me to jeuousy, 
and if it did, I should set all right by having re- 
course to what I have already received from you. 

I thank God for your friendship, and for every 
friend I have ; for all the pleasing circumstances 
here, for my health of body, and perfect serenity 
of mind. To recollect the past, and compare it 
with the^iresent, is all I have need of to fill me 
with gratitude ; and to be grateful is to be happy. 
Not uiat I think myself sufficiently thankful, or 
that I ever shall be so in this life. The warmest 
heart perhaps only feels by fits, and is oflen as in- 
sensible as the coldest. This at least is frequently 
the case with mine, and oflener than it should be. 
But the mercy that can forgive iniquity, will ne- 
ver be severe to mark our frailties. To that mer- 
cy, my dear cousin, I commend you, with earnest 
wishes for your welfare, and remain your ever af- 
&cUoDate» 
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f^rmtm^Emineni EngiUhOrientalut to hm Friend 

Lard . 

April STtb. 18~% 

Toor kind letter ftond me en board the C^oeo 
dile : I thoold have l^een veiy imhappj bad rt 
miaaed me, amce I have lomg fadbitaated myself lo 
■et the highest vahie cm eveij word 70a apeak, and 
eftoy line yon write. Of the two incloaed ktfcei* 
to oor friend, Impey and Chambers^ I will takodbe 
greatest care, and will punctnaOy follow your di- 
rections aa to the first of them. My departure was 
sadden indeed ; hot the Admiralty were so anzioas 
fi>r the sailing of this frigate, and their (urden 
were 80 peremptory, that it was impossible to wait 
for any thing but a breeze. Oor voyage has hither, 
to been tolerably pleasant, and, since we left the 
Channel, very quick. We begin to see albicores 
about the ship, and to perceive an agreeable ^ange 
of climate. Our days, though short, give me am. 
pie time for study, recreation, and exercise ; but 
my joy and delight proceed from the surimsing 
health and spirits of Anna Maria, who joins me 
in affectionate remembrance to ladj Ashborton. 
As to you, my dear lord, we consider yoa as the 
spring and fountain of our happiness, as the ati. 
thor and parent (a Roman would have added, what 
the coldness of our northern language will hanfiy 
admit, the god) of our fortunes. It is possible in- 
deed, that by incessant labour and irksome attend- 
ance at the bar, I might in due time have attained 
all that my very limited ambition could aspire to; 
but in no other station than that which I owe to 
your friendship, could I have gratified at once my 
boundless curiosity concerning the people of the 
ESast, continued the exercise of my profession, in 
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which I smoerdy ddig'ht, and enknred at the Mune 
time the comforta of domestic lire. The grvad 
jur J of Denbighshire have found, I imdentsnd, 
the bill a^^oinst the dean of St Asapfa^ for publish- 
ing' ray dialogue ; but as an indictment for «, th^ 
retical essay on govemmeiit was, I beUeve, never 
before known, I have no apprehension for the con* 
sequences. As to the doctrines in the tract, though 
I shall certainly not preach them to the IndiarMS 
who must and will be governed by absolute power, 
yet I shall go through life with a pertnasioB, that 
they are' just and rationid; that substantial free- 
dom is both the daughter and parent of virtue ; and 
that virtue is the omy source of pubhc and private 
felicity. Farewell. 



.FVoift the Same to another FrientL 

Mareb 10th, 18->. 
You would readily excuse my delay in answer* 
ing Yoqx obliging letter, if you could form an idea 
of the hicessant hurry and confusion, in which I 
have been kept ever since my arrival in Bengal, 
b^ necessary business or necessaiy formalities, and 
l^ the difficulty of settling myself to my mind, in 
a country so different from that which I have left. 
I am indeed, at best, but a bad correspondent ; for 
1 never write by candle-light ; and find so much 
Arabic or Persian to read, that all my leisure in a 
morning is hardly sufficient for a thousandth part 
of the reading thst would be highly agreeable and 
useful to me ; and as I purpose to spend the long 
vacation up tbb country, I wish to be a match in 
conversation with the learned natives, whom I 
may happen to meet. 



IM ram tamuouk uernauwmrrER. 

I lefoioe that jou are bo near, bat lament thai 
yoa we not nearer ; and am not withoat hope, thai 
jou may one day <be tempted to vifiit Bengal, where 
t flatter myaelf yoa will gire me as mudi of jour 
oknpany as poaaible. 

Many thanks fer yopr kind hints m regard to 
my haahh. Aa to me, I do not expect, as long as 
I ftay in India* to be free from a bad di&nestioR^the 
morbus lileratormn, for which there is hardly any 
remedy, but abstinence from too much food, lite- 
rary and culinary. I rise before the son, and bathe 
aftet a g«ntie ride ; my diet is light and sparing, 
and I fo early to rest ; yet the activity of my mind 
is too strong for my constitution, though naturally 
not infirm, and I must be satisfied with a valetu- 
duiarian state of health. If you should meet with 
any cariosities on the coast, either in your botani' 
oaf rambles or in reading, and will communicate 
them to oor society, lately instituted for inquiring 
into the history, civil and natural, the antiquities, 
arts, and sciences, and literature of Asia, we shall 
give you our hearty thanks. There is an Abys- 
sinian here, who knew Mr. Bruce, at Gwender. 
I have eaamined him, and he confines Brace's ac- 
count Every day supplies me with something 
new in Oriental learning ; and if I were to stay 
hera half a century, I shoi3d be continually amused* 



.FVsm the Same to the Same, 

AprUtS, 

• •••aa« 

I am discooraged from writing to you as eopi^ 
oosly as I wish, by the fear that my letter may ne. 
ver reach you. I inclose however a hynm to the 
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fy^JMni Cupid, which is here said to be the only 
correct specimen of Hindu mythology that hsA ap- 
peared ; it is certainly new, and quite original, ex- 
cept the form of the stanza, which is MiltQn*a. I 
add the character of lord Ashburton, which m; 
zeal fi>r his fame prompted me to publish. 

Had I dreamt that the dialogue would have 
made 'such a stir', I should certainly have taken 
more pains with it. I will never cease to avow 
and justify the doctrine comprised in it. I meant 
it merely as an imitation of one of Plato*s, where 
a boy, wholly ignorant of geometry, is made by a 
few simple questions to demonstrate a proposition ; 
and I intended to inculcate, that the principles of 
government were so obvious and intelligible, thi^t 
a clown might be brought to understand them. As 
to raising sedition, I as much thought of raisin? a 
church. 

. My dialofinie contains my system, which I have 
ever avowed, and ever will avow ; but I perfectly 
agree (and no man of sound intellect can disagree) 
that such a system is wholly inapplicable to this 
oo(bitry, where millions' of men are so wedded to 
inveterate prejudices and habits, that, if liberty 
could be forced upon them by Britain, it would 
make them as miserable as the cruellest des- 
potism. 

Pray remember me affectionately to all my 
friends at the bar, whom I have not time to enu- 
merate; and assure my academical and profes- 
lioDal fbiends, that I wiU write to them all when I 
* have leisure. 

Farewell, &c. 
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f^rtm Ml Ameritan PAIIoaopftcr of JSnttnenee, I0 

Jaauar]r-6th, 17— w 
Dear Sister — ^I am highly pleased with the ac 
oount Captain Freeman gives me of joo. I always 
judged by your behaviour when a child, that you 
woiud make a good, agreeable woman, and yon 
know you were ever my peculiar favourite. I 
have been thinking what would be a suitable pre- 
sent for me to mue, and for you to receive, as I 
hear you have grown a celebrated beauty. I had 
almost determined on. a tea-table ; but when I con- 
sidered that the character of a good housewife was 
far preferable to that of being only a pretty gen- 
tlewoman, I concluded to send you a spinning' 
whed, which I hope you will accept as a small to- 
ken of nly sincere love and affection. 

Sister, ferewell, and remember that modesty, as 
it makes the most homely virgin amiable and 
charming, so the want of it in&llibly readers the 
most perfect beauty disagreeable and odious. But 
when that brightest of female virtues shines among 
other perfections of body, and mind in the sa^e 
person, it makes the woman more lovely than an 
angeL Excuse this fi-eedom, and use the same 
with me. 

I am, dear Jenny, your loving brother. 

From the Sameito another Sitter, 

June 19th, 17— w 
Dear Sister — ^Yours of May 26th I receivod. 
with the melanchcdy news of the death of sister « 
Davenport, a loss, without doubtj regretted by all 
thatr knew her, fer she was a good woman. H«r 
friends ought, however, to be comferted that they 
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have enjovecl her m longt vaA that the ham ptisod 
tfaroii£^h toe world hapjmjr, having never hi^ aliy 
extraordinarj misfortunes or nc^ble afflictioii, 
and that she b now fiecure in rest, in the place 
provided for the virtoous. I had b^re heard of 
the death of your first child, and am plesMd that 
tHe lo0« is in some measure inade up to you by the 
birth €f[ a second. 

We have had the smalLpox here lately, which 
tnged violently while it lasted. There have been 
almut fifty persons inoculated, who all recovered, 
except a child of the doctor's, upon whom the 
small-pox appeared within a day or two after the 
operation, and who is therefore thoujrht to have 
been certainly in&cted before. In one fiunily in 
my neighbourhood there appeared a great morttdl^ 
ty. Mr. George Claypole (a descendant of Oliver 
Cromwell) had, by industry, acquired a great Es- 
tate, and being in excellent business, a merchant, 
would probably have doubled it, had he lived ac- 
oordiiig to the common course of years. He died 
first, suddenly ; within a short time died his best 
negro ; then one of his children ; then a negro 
woman ; then two children more, buried at the 
same time; then two more; so that I saw two 
double burjrings pome out of the house in onft 
week. None were left in the family, but the mo- 
ther and one child, and both their lives till lately 
despaired of; so that all the fltther*s wealth, whica 
everybody thought, a little while ago, had hein 
enough, and no one would have given sinenoe fixr 
the reversion, was in a few weeks brou^t to the 
greatest probability of being divided among stran- 
gers ; so uncertain are all human affairs. Thedisso- 
faition of this family is generally ascribed to an im- 
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« 

wndeiit QM of quicksilver in the core of the itch, 
Mir. Cb/polfl applyinip it as he thought proper, 
without coDBulting a physician for fear of charges ; 
aild the small-pox coming upon them at the same 
time, made their case desperate. 

But what gives me the greatest concern, is the 
account you give me of my sister Holmes's mis- 
fortune. I know a cancer in the breast is often 
thought incurable; yet we have here in town & 
kind of shell made of some wood, cut at a proper 
time, by some man of great skill, (as they say,) 
which has done wonders in that disease among as, 
being worn for some time on the breast. I am 
not apt to be superstitiously fond of believing such 
tilings, but the instances are so well attested, as 
sufficiently to eonyince the most incredulous. 

This, if I have interest enough to procure, as I 
think I have, I will borrow for a time, and send 
it to you, and hope the doctors you have will at 
least allow the experiment to be tried, and shall 
rejoice to hear it has the accustomed effect. 

You have mentioned nothing in your letter of 
our dear parents; but I conclude they are well, 
because you say nothing tb the contrary. I want 
to hear fixim sister Douse, and to know of her wel- 
ftre, as also of my sister Lydia, who I hear is late- 
ly married. I intended to have visited you this 
summer, but printmg the paper-money here has 
hindered me near two months, and our Assembly 
fMll sit the 2d of August next, at which time 
I must not be absent ; but I hope to see you this 
fiJL 

I am your affectionate brofiier. 
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From the Same to the Sam$» 

Augast 4tli, 17—.. 
Dear Sister— I received your letter, with one 
<br Benny, and one .&r Mr. Parker, and also two 
of Benny's letters of complaint, which, as you ob- 
serve, do not amount to much. I should have had 
a very bad opinion of him, if he had written to 
you those accusations of his master, which you 
mention; because, from long acquaintance with 
his master, who lived some years in my house, I 
know him to be a sober, pious, and conscientious 
man ; so that Newport, to whom you seem to have 

fiven too much credit, must have wronged Mr. Par- 
er very much in. his accounts, and have wronged 
Benny too, if he says Benny told him such things^ 
for I am confident he never did. 

As to the bad attendance afforded him in the 
small-poz, I believe, if the negro woman did not 
do her duty, her master or mistress would, if they 
had known it, i^ve had that matter mended# But 
Mrs. Parker was herself, if I am not mistaken, 
sick at that time, and her child also. And though 
he gives the woman a bad character in general, 
all he charges her with in particular, is, that she 
never brought him what he called for directly, 
and sometimes not at all. He had the distemper 
favourably, and yet I suppose was bad enough 
io be, like other sick people, a little . impatient, 
and perhaps might think a short time .long^ and 
sometimes call for things not pro|>er fox one in 
his condition. 

As. to clothes, I am frequently at ^ew York, 
and i never saw him unprovided with what was 
good, decent, and sufficient I was there no long- 
er ago than March last, and he waai tiien wmI 
dotMd, and made no complaint .to me of any kind. 
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I heard both hit master and mistreaB call upaa 
him on Sunday morning to ffet ready to |[o to 
meeting, and lieU him of his frequently dehtymg' 
and shuffling till it was too late, and he made not 
the least objection aboat clothes. I did not think 
it any thin^r extraordinary, that he shook! be some- 
times wilhng to evade going to meeting, ftr I 
betiere it is the case with all boys, or almost afl. 
I have brooffht up ibur or five myself and have 
frequently <£eerved, that if their riioes were bad, 
they would say nothing of a new pair till Smtd&y 
motnin?, just as the h&H rung, when, if yon asked 
them why fhey did not get ready, the answer was 
prepared, **! have no shoes,** and so of other 
things, hats and the like ; or if they knew of any 
thing that wanted mending, it was a secret tiU 
Bonday morning, and sometimes I believe they 
would rather tear a little, than be without the ex- 
cuse. 

As to going on petty errands, no boys love it, 
bat all must do it As soon as they become & 
for better business, they naturally get rid of that, 
fat the master's interest comes in to their relief 
I make no doubt but Mr. Parker will take another 
apprentice, as soon as he can meet with a likely 
one. In the mean time I should be glad if Benny 
would exercise a little patience. There is a negro 
woman tliat does a great many of those errands. 

I do not thi;^ his going on board the privateer 
afose from any diflSerence between him and his 
master, or any ill usage he had received. When 
boys see prizes brought in, and quantities of money 
shared among the men, and their gay living, it 
fills their heads with notions, that half distract 
them, and put them quite out of conceit' with trades, 
and the didl ways of getting money by working. 
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XhM I mpjfOB» was Ben's ease, the CMherine be- 
ing just be&re armed with three prizes ; and that 
the glory of haTinff taken a privateer of the enemy, 
for which both omoers and men were highly ex- 
tolled, treated, presented, ^c, worked strongly 
upon his imagination, yon will see, by his answer 
to my letter, is not unlikely. I send it to you in- 
dosed. I wrote him largely on the occasion ; and 
though he mieht possibly, to excuse that slip to 
others, oomplam of his place, you may see he says 
not a syllable of anj such thing to me. My only 
son, be^fiire I permitted him to go to Albany, left 
my house unknown to us all, and cot on board a 
privateer, firom whexipe I fetched him. No one 
inlagined it was hard usage at home, that made 
him do this. Every one, that knows me, thinks 
I am too indulgent a par^it, as well as a master. 

I shall tire you, perhaps, with the length of this 
letter; but I am the more particular, in order, if 
possilde, to satisfy your mind about your son's 
situation. His master has, by a letter this post, 
desired me to write to him about his staying out 
at nights, sometimes all night, and refusing to give 
an account where he spends his time, or in what 
company. This I had not heard before, though I 
perceive Tou have. I do not wcmder at his cor- 
recting him for that If he was my own son, I 
idiould think his master did not do his duty by 
him, if he omitted it, for to be sure it is the high 
road. to destruction. And I think the 'correction 
very light, and not likoly to be very effectual, if 
the strokes left no marks. 

His master says farther, as follows : — *^ I think 
I can*t charge my conscience with being mush 
short of my duty to him. I shall now desire you, 
if you have not done it already, to invite him to 
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lay hit ogmplainta before too, that I may know 
how to remedy them." Thus £uc the woids of 
his letter, which giving me a fair opening to inqmre 
into the, affair, I shall accordingly do it, and I hope 
aettle every thing to all your satidfactions. In the 
mean time, I have kid by your letters both to Mr. 
Parker and Benny, and shall not send them till I 
hear again from you, because I think your appear^ 
ii^ to give ear to such groundless stories may give 
o£nce, and create a greater misunderBtan4ing,and 
because I think what you write to Benny, abool 
getting him discharged, may tend to unsettle hii 
mind, and therefore improper at this time. 

I have a very good opinion of Benny in the main, 
and have great hopes of his becoming a worthy 
man, his fitults being only svlgIi as are oonunonly 
incident to boys of his years, and he has many 
good qualities, for which I love him. I never 
Knew an ap{Hrontioe contented with the tdothes aL 
lowed him by his master, let them be what they 
would. Jemmy Franklin, when with me, waa al- 
ways dissatisfied and grumbling. When I was 
last in Boston, his aunt bid him go to a shop and 
please himself, which the genueman did,, and 
bought a suit of clothes on my account dearer by 
one-half than any I eyer afforded myself one suit 
excepted ; which I don*t mention by way of com- 
^aint of Jemmy, for he and I are good fiiends, 
but only to show you the nature of boyd. 

The letters of Mr. Vanhorne were sent by Mb 
Whitfield, under my cover. 

I am, with love to brother and all yours, and 
duty to mother, to whom I have not time now to 
write, your affectionate brother. 
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LETTERS OF ADVIciE. 

From an Engliah Nobleman in Queen Elizaleih*B 

reigUt tQ Ma Stm, 

[ThJt quaint and curious letter is inserted rather for the 
matter than tlie style. It abounds inj)iety aud practical 
wisdom; and furnishes many admirable precepts for 
tbe conduct of life, which the young qaen of our own 
time would do weU to respect and reduce to practice.] 

I h&v^e received ^wo letters from you, one written 
in Latin, the other in French, which I take in good 
part, %nd wish you to exercise that practice of 
leKming often; for that will' stand you in most 
stead, in that profession of Hfe that you are bom 
to live in. And, since this is my first letter that 
ever I did write to you, I will not, that it will be 
all empty of some advices, which my natural care 
of you prpvoketh me to wish you to follow, ad 
documents to you in this your tender age. Let your 
first action be, the lifting up of your mind to Al- 
mighty Grod, by hearty jvayer, and feelingly digest 
the words you speak in prayer with continual 
mueditation, and thinking of him to whom you pray, 
and of the manner for which you pray. And use 
this as an ordinary, at, and at an ordinary hour. 
Whereby the time itself will put you in remcm* 
brance to do that which you are accustomed. to do. 
In thai time apply your study to such hours as 
your discreet ma6ter doth assign you earnestly ; 
and the time (I know) he will so limit, as i^all be 
both sufi^cient for your learning, and safb fi>r your 
hedth. And mark the- sense and the matter ofmat 
you read, as wdl as the words. So shall you both 
enrich your tongue with words and your wit with 
matter ; and judgment will grow as years growslh 

13 
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in yon. Be htunble and obedient to jcmr master, 
fyr unkfls you frame yourself to obey others, yea, 
mnd feel in yourself what obedience is, you shaU 
never be able to teach others, how to obey you. Be 
oourteons of gesture, and affable to all inen,- with 
diversity of reverence, aoc6rding to the dignity of 
the person. There is' nothing* that winneth so 
much with sO little cost Use moderate diet, so as, 
after your meat, you may. find your wit Sreabst, 
and hot duller, and your body more lively, and not 
more heavy. Seldom drink wine, and yet some- 
time do, last being enforced to dri^ imcm the s'nd> 
den, you should &id yourself in^ameo. Use exer- 
cise of body, but such as is without peril of your 
joints or bonra. It will increase your force, and 
enlarge your breath. Delight to be cleanly, as vrell 
in all parts of your body as in your garments. It 
shall make you gratefiil in each company, and 
otherwise Ipathsome. Give yourself tp be merry, 
liN* you degenerate from your &ther, if you jGnd 
not' yourself most able, in wit and body, to do any 
thing, when you be most merry 4 but let your mirtfa 
be ever void of all scurrility and biting words to 
any man, for a wound given by a word is often- 
times harder to be cure<^ than that wl^ich is ^b/en 
with the sword. Be you rather a hearer and bearer 
away of otlier men^s talk than a begi^mer or pnv 
curer of speech, otherwise you shall be counted to 
delight to hear yourself speak. Xfyou hear a wise 
sentence, or an apt phrase, commit it to your 
memory, with respect of the circumstance, whep 
you shall speak it Let never oath be heard <p 
come out of your mouth, nor words of ribaldry ; 
detest it in others, so shall custom make to your- 
self a law against it in yourself. Be modest in 
caeh- assembly, and rather be rebuked of lights 
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tdws, for m&iden-like sharae&cedness, than of your 

Bad' friends for pert 'boldness; This^ upon every 

word ttmt you^wiH speak, before you utter it, and 

-remember how nature hath rampired .up (as it 

were) t|ie tongrue with teeth, lips, yw, and hair 

withoat the lips, and all betokening reins, or bridles, 

Ibr the loose use of that member. Above aU: thiqgs 

tell zko antrath, no not in trifles. The custom of it 

is naughty ; and" let it not satisfy you, that, for a 

time, uie near^ take it foi* a truth, finr after it will 

be known as it is, to your shame ; fcr there cannot 

be a greater reproach to a gentleman than to he 

accounted a liar. Study and endeavour your^If 

to be virtuously occupied. So shall you make such 

an habit of well doing in you, that you ^hall <not 

loioi'ir how to do evil, tiiough you womd. Remem- 

ber, my son, the nobte blood you are descended ^f^ 

by your mother's side; and think, that only by 

-virtuous ^fe and good action you may be an oma- 

ine])t to that illustrious family; and otherwise, 

through vice and sloth, you shall be counted labes 

gepierUj one of the greatest curses that can happen 

to man. Well (my little Philip,) this is enough 

for me, and too much I fear ^ryou. But if I shoU 

£nA that, this light meal of d^stion nourish any 

thinff the weak stomach of your young capacity, 

I wiU, as I &id the same grow stronger, feed it 

with toucher finxL Your loving father, so long as 

yon live m the fear of 6rod. 



/Vom an English Statesman of the Reign of George 
the Third, to his Nephew. 

My dear Child — I am extremely pleased with 
your translation; now it is writ over fair. It is very 
dose to the sense of the original, and done, in 
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many places, with much spirit, as well as^e num- 
' ben not lame, or rough. However, an attention 
to Mr. Pope's nombers will make you avoid «ome 
iQ soond and hobbling of tlie vorse, by only trans- 
poaing a word or two, in many instances. 1 have» 
upon readiiig the eelogin^ over again, altered the 
thi^ fourth, ai^ fifth Imes, in order to bring thep 
nearer to the Latin, as well as to render some 
beauty which is -contained in the repetition of 
words in tender passages ; for e^mple, Nos pdtru» 
JlneB, et dulcia linquitniu arva ; Noe pcUriam Ju- 
gimuM; ttt, TiJtyrey lentiis in umbra formosam 
re8mi0re daces AnutryUida sylvas, *> We leave' our 
native land, these fields so sweet; Our country 
leave ; at ease, in cool retreat, You, Thyrsis, bid 
the woods fair Daphne's hame repeat** I will 
(lesire you to write over another copy with this 
alteration, and also to write smofiks in the plural 
number in the last line but one. You give me 
great pleasure, my dear child, iii the progress you 
have made. I will reeommend to Mr. Leech to 
pahry you quite through Virgirs iiilSneid from be- 
gianing to endlug. Pray show him this letter, 
with my service to him, and thanks for hb care 
of you. F(»> Englis!i poetry, I recommend Pope's 
translation of Homer, and Dryden^s Fables in pj^- 
tictilAr. I am not sure if they are not called Tales, 
instead of Fables. Your cousin, whom I a,m sure 
you can overtake if you will, has read Virgil's 
.^Elneid quite through, and much of Horace's Epis- 
tles. Terence's Plays I would also desire Mr. 
XiCech to make you master of. Your cousin has 
read them all. Go on,- my dear, and you will at 
least equal him. You are so good that I have no- 
thing to wish, but tiiat you may be 'directed to 
proper books; and I trust to your spirit, andde- 
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■ire to be prvsed for tbln^ that deserre praiao, 
lor the figfure 70a will hereaiier make. God bless ^ 
you, my dear child. Your most jiffectionate uncle. 



From the Same to the Same, 

October 1% 18^. 

My dear Nephew — A» I hdve becQ moviag about 
from place io place, your letter reached me here, 
ftt Batii, but very lately, after making a consider* 
able circuit to find me. I should have otherwise, 
my dear child, returned yoa thanks for the very 
great pleasure you have given me, long before now. 
The very good account you give me of your ^u- 
dies, and that delivered in very good Latin, for 
your time, has filled me With the highest expecta- 
tion of your future improvementiB : I see the founda- 
tions so well laid, that I do not make the least 
doubt but you will become a perfeet good scholar ; 
and have the pleasure and applause that will attend 
the several iidvantages hereailer, in the future 
course of your life,' that you can only acquire now 
by your eAiulation and noble labours in the pursuit 
of learning, and of every acquirement that is to 
make you superior to other gentlemen. I rejoice 
to hear that you have begun Homer's Iliad ; and 
have made so great a progress in Virgil. I hope J 
you taste and love those authors particularly. You | 
cannot read them too ;much ; they are not only the 1 
two greatest poets, but they contain the finest les- 
sons for your age to imbibe : .lessons of honour, 
courage, disinterestedness, love of truth, command ! 
of temper, gentleness of behaviour, hiunanity, and, 
in one word, virtue in its true^ signification. Go 
«D, my deax nephew, and drink as deep as you c^ 



^ 



198 TBI PARLOUR LETTER-WRltXR. 

of tiMiedhnne Springs: the pleasure of the dnEOg^ht 
is eqoal st least to the prodigious advantages of K 
to the heart and morals. I hope you will drink 
them as somebody does in Virgil, of another sort 
of cup: Ne impiger hauaii sputnaHUm pateram. 

I shall bo highly pleased to hear from you, and 
to know what authors five you most pleasiire. I 
derire my service to liir. Leech : pray tell him I 
will write to him soon about your studies. 

I am, with the greatest affection, my dear childi 
your loving uncle. 

From the Same to the Same. 

Janaary JS, 17—. 

My dear Nephew — Your letter from Cambridge 
affords me many very sensible pleasures: firet, 
that you are at last in a proper plaice for study a^d 
improvement, instead of losing any more of that 
most precious thing, time, in London. In the 
next place, that you seem pleased with the particn* 
lar society you are placed in, and with the gentle- 
man to whose care and instructions you are com- 
mitted : and, above all, I applaud the sound, right 
sense, and love of virtue, which appears through 
your whole letter. ,You are already -possessed of 
the true due to guide you through this dangerous 
and perplexing part of your liie*s jouniey, the years 
of education ; and upon which, the complexion of 
all the rest of your days will infallibly depend ; I 
say you hav^ the true clue to guide you, in the 
maxim you lay down in your letter to me ; name- 
ly, that the use of learning is, to lender a man 
more wise and virtuous ; not merely to make him^ 
more learned. Macte tu& virtuie : Go on, my dew 
bqy, b^ this golden rule, and you oannot fiul to 
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b^ogine every, thing your generous heart prompti 
^ou to .wish to be, and that mine most affectionate- 
ly wishes for you. There is but one danger in 
your way ; and that is, periiaps, natural enough to 
your age, the love of pleasure, or the fear of close 
application and laborious diligence. With the last 
tnere is nothing you may not conquer : and the 
first is sure to conquer and enslave whoever does 
not strenuously resist the first allurements of it, 
lest by small indulgences he fall under the ydte 
of irresistible habit Vitanda est improba •ir«fi, 
Jhtidia^* I desire may be affixed to the curtains 
of your bed, and to the walls of your chambers. If 
you do not rise early, you never can make any pro- 
gress worth talking of: and another rule is, if you 
do not set apart your hoi^rs of reading, and never 
sofier yourself or any one else to break in upon 
them, your days will slip through your hands, un- 
profitably and fi-ivolously; unpraised by all you 
wish to please, and really unenjoyable to yoursel£ 
Be assured, whatever you take fi'om pleasure, 
amusements, or indolence, for these first few years 
of life, will repay you a hundred Told, in the plea* 
sures, honours, and advantages of all the remain- 
der of your days. My heart is so full of the most 
earnest desire that you should do well, that I find 
m^ letter has run into some length, which jaa 
will, I know, be so good to excuse. , There remains I 
now nothing to trouble you with, biit a little plan -j 
fizr the beginning of your studiei^ which I desire, i 
in a particular manner, may be exactly followed in q 
everjr tittle. You are to quali^ yourself for the ^ 
part in society to which your birth and estate call ^ 
jon. You are to be a gentleman of such learning 



* Shun the accursed firen. Sloth. 
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From ^'Same to the Same. 

April ^ 

My dear Neptiew — ^I rejoice extremely t^ hear 
(hiKt your father and the girls are not unentertam« 
ed Ib their travels ; in the mean time your travels 
through the paths of literature, arts and scienc^ies, 
(a rcMjd, sometimes set with flowers, and aotoe' 
times difficult, laborious, and arduous,) are not (mly 
infinitely more profitable in future, but ai present, 
upon the whole, infinitely more delightfuL My 
own travels at present are none of the pleasantest ; 
I am going through a fit of the gout ; with much 
proper paia, and what proper patience I may. 
Avis au lecteuTi my sweet boy : ** Riemember ttef 
Creator in the days of thy youth." Let no ex- 
cesses lay the foundations of gout and the rest of 
Pandora*8 box; nor any ininioralities or vicious 
courses sow the seeds of a too late and painfiil 
repentance. Here ends my sermon, whidi, I tnist, 
you are not fine gentleman enough, or, in plain 
English, silly fellow enough, to laugh at. Lady 
Hester is much yours* Let me hear some accoont- 
of your^ intercourse with the Muses ; and believe 
me ever, your truly most affectionate. 

From an Eminent Poet to his Friend. 

May 6tli, n-% 
Dear Robert-«- 

» • • • / '• 

Yon don!t know-how I. long to hear liow your 
declamation was received ; and " all about it," aa 
we say in these parts. I hope to see it, vvhen I 
see its author and pronouncer. Themistodes, no 
doubt, received due praise from jsia. for his valour 
and suhdetyt but I trust you poured down a; tor- 
tent o£ eloquent indignation upon the rttliii|^ pria 
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oiples of hiB actioDs, and the motivea of* his con- 
duct; while you exalted tlie mild and miassumine 
wtoes of htts more amiable riyaL The object of 
ThemiHtocleg waa the agjn'andizement of himself: 
that of Aristides the welrare and prosperity of the 
stele. The one endeavoured to swell the gUny of 
hip country ; the other to promote its security, ez- 
tjernat^and internal, foreign and domestic. While 
you estimated the services which Tbemistocles 
rendered to the state, in opposition to those of Aris- 
tides, you of course remembered, that the former 
had the largest scope ibr action, and that he in- 
flaenood his countrymen to fall into 9II his plans, 
while they banished his competitor, not b^ his su*. 
perior wisdom or goodness, but by those mtrigues 
and fiictious artifices which Aristides would have 
disdained. Themistocles certainly did use had 
meojis to a desirable end : and, if we may assume 
it as- an axiom, that Providence will forward the 
designaof a good, sooner than those of a bad man, 
whatever inequality of abilities there may be be- 
iween tiie two characters, it will follow that — ^had 
Athens, remained under the guidance of Aristides, 
it would have been better for her. The difference 
between Themistocles and Aristides seems to me 
to be thi& : "f hat the former was a wise and a/or- 
tumiiB man { and that the latter, though he had 
equal wisdora^had not equal good fortune. We 
may admire the heroic qualities and the .crafty 
pohcy of the one, but tb ^he temperate and disin- 
tezested patriotism^ the good and virtuous dii^xisi- 
Cions of the other, we can alone give the meed of 
beisrt-felt praise. 

1 only mean by this, that we must not inf^ 
Themistocles to have been t?te better orjke greater 
inaiif becau0e he rendered more essential servicoi 
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|» the itate than Aristides, nor eveii that his s^ 
torn waa the moat judicious,' — but oofy that, by d& 
ciaion of character, and by good ^>rtiine, his mur 

•ona'aacceeded best 

• • * * * 

^Thd ruiss of compoeition are, in iny^ opinion* 
very few. If we have a mature acquaintanoe wiUi 
oar subject, there is litde fear of our expressing it 
■s we ouffhtj provided we have had tame Mule ex> 
perience m writing. The first tt^^ to i)e aim^ at 
IB perspicuity. Tlutt is the great point, which, on6e 
attained, will make aU other obstacles smooth to 
us. In orcter to write perspicuously, we ^ould 
have a perfect knowledge of the tc^ic on which 
we are about, to treat, in all its bearing»-and de- 
pendencies. We should think well, beforehand, 
what will be the clearest method of conv^ri&g the 
drift of our design. This is similar ,to what paint- 
ers call the massing, or getting the ^fiect of the 
more prominent lights and shades by broad dashes 
of the penciL When our thesis is well arrao^fod 
in our mind, and we have predii^posed our argu- 
ments, reasonings, and iUustvations, so as they 
shall all conduce to the object in view, in regidar 
sequence and gradation, we may sit down and ex- 
press our ideas in as dear a manner as we can, 
always using such^ords as are most sujtdd to oar 
purpose, and, when two modes of expreissioH, equal- 
ly luminous, present themselves, selecting thai 
which is the -most harmcmious and ekigtLDL 

It sometimes happens that writers, in aiming at 
perspicuity, over-reach themselves, -by employinigp 
too many words, and perplex the mind by a multi. 
plioity, of illustrations. This is « v^ry mtal error. 
Circumlocution sddom^ conduces to plainness ; and 
yo9 may take it as a maxihi, that, when otice ita 
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is clearly expresBed, every additional -stroke 
wUl only conAise the mind, and diminish the e^ 
ftct. 

When you have once learned to express yonr- 
aeU* with clearness and propriety, you will s6on 
arriye at elegance. Every thing else, in fact, will 
fiiQow as of course. Bat I warh you not to invert 
the order of things, and he paying your addresses 
to the graces, when you .ought to be studying per 
spicuity. Young writers, in general, are too soli- 
citoqs to round off their periods, and regulate the 
cadences of tb^ir style. Hence the feeble pleo- 
nasms, and idle repetition^, which deform their 
pages. If you would have your compositioDs 
vigorous ibid mascuUne in their tone, let every 
word TELt ; and when you detect yourself polish- 
tag oft a sentence with expletives, regard yourself 
in exactly the same predicament with a poet, yi^ho 
sliould eke out the measure of his verses with 
■^tftora, titum, tee, sir.^* 

8a much for styl o 

« • « • • 



, From a Genilfmdn to hii Son, 

July 34th, 18—. 
Dear Boy — If ^bu have as much pleasure in de- 
serving and receiving praise, as I have in giving 
it ypu when you deserve it, ^is letter wiU be very 
agreeable to you ; for I write it merely to give you 
your just commendations for your theme, which I . 
reodved this moriiing. The diction, , in all the 
three langui^es, is Jitter than I could have ex- 
pected ; the English particularly is not inelegaoit ; 
the thoughts ajre just and sensible ; and the his- 
torical examples with which you illustrate them 
are apt and pertinent* I showed your perfonnance 
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to tame men of .letters here, and at |he samQ tiitis 
told them yoar age ; ai beth which, considered to- 
gether, they expressed great satis&cticm and some 
■uriiriBe; and said, that if you went on at this 
rate bnt for five or six years longer, you will dis- 
tinguish yourself extremely, and become very ooo- 
■iderable; Vut then, they added, (for I must teH 
you all,) that they observed many forward hoys 
■top short on a sudden, from giddiness and inat- 
tention, and turn out gre^t blockheads at last I 
answered for you, that this would not happen to 
you ; for that you were thoroughly .sensible of the 
Qsefulness and necessity of knowledge ; that yon 
knew it could not be acquired without pains and 
attention ; and that you knew too, .that the next 
feur or five years were the only time of. your life 
m which you could acquire it Of tiiis, I must 
eonfess, they doubted a little, and desired I would 
remember to show them some qf your exercises a 
year hence, which I promised I would do : bo pr^y 
take care to advance, lest what is so much to your 
honour now, should- then prove to your disgrace. 
Non progredi est regredi, is a very true majdm in 
niost thmgs, but is particularly true with regard 
to learning. I am very glad Mr. Maittaire puts 
you upon making themes, for tliat will use you to 
think ; and your writing tiiem in English, as well 
a«. in Latin and Greek, will, improve you in yoar 
own language^ and teach you both to write and 
■pea^ it with purity and elegance, which it is most 
absolutely necessary to do; for though, indeed, 
the justness and strength of the H^oughts are the- 
most material points, and that words are but the 
dress of thoughts ; yet, as a very luindsome man 
or woman may be disfigured, and rendered even 
disagreeable, by an awkward, slovenly, and ragged 
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, SO good thoug^hts may lose great part of dieir 

beaidy, if oif^ v m o d in low, improper, and inele- 
^aat words. People mistake rery much, who 
imagine that they must of course speak thebr own 
lanfuaj^e well, and that therefore they need not 
Study it, or attend to it : but you wiu soon find 
bow &]se this, way of reasoning is, if you observe 
the English spoken by almost all English people 
who faaTe no learning. Most women, and all the 
ordinary people in general, speak in open defiance 
of all grammar, use wor«b that are not English, 
and murder ^ose that are; and though, indeed, 
they make themselves understood, they do it so 
disagreeably, that what they say, seldom makes 
amends fi>r their manner of saying it I have 
this day received a letter firom Mr. Maiflaire, in 
which he |rives me a better account of you than 
usual ; which pleases me so mudi that you shalf 
be well rewarded for it when I see you ; that will 
be befiare it is very long ; so you need not write to 
me any more. *Adieu. 

As you are now in the way of themes, I send 
fOQ t^ to exercise your tlumghta upon against I 
come to town ; 

8aper€ etfari 91MB BemtimL 

It is an epistle firom Horace to Tibulhis ; if yoo 
read the. whole epistle, which is a short and easy 
ode, with Mr. Maittaire, you will see how those 
words are introduced ; then you will consider what 
are the advantages,, and the means of acquiring 
them. If you can iHi^strate them by the examples 
of some who possessed those talents eminently, it 
win do well. Aiid if you can find out a simile 
yery applicable to the possession or the want of 
chose talents, it will adorn the composition. 

14 
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J'VOW ik€ SttMB to the JSItM$» 

flatiwdiiy. 

Sir,-— The ftme of your emdhiont uid odier 
■bming qnfclificationB, haying reached to Lord 
Orrery, he desires me tha& yoa might dine with 
him iad his soo. Lord Boyle, next Sunday ; whidi 
I told him yon riiould. By this time I supposB 
yoa have heard from him ; if you have not, yoo 
must, however, go there between two and tln«e 
to>morrow ; and sa^, that ^ou come to wait ri^ 
Lord Boyle, according to ms lordship's orders, of 
which I inJbrmed you. As this will deprive me 
of the honour and pleasure of jour company at 
dinner lo-morrow, I will hope for it at breakfast, 
and shall take care to have your chocolate ready. 

Though I need not tell one of your age, experi- 
ence, and knowledge ot the world, how necessary 
good breeding is, to recommend one to mankind ; 
yet, as your various occupations of Greek and 
cricket, Latin and pitdi-farUiing hiay possibly di- 
vert your attention from this object, I take the 
fiberty of reminding you of it, and diesiring yon 
to be very well-bred at Lord Orrery's. ;^ It is good 
breeding alone, that can prepossess people in yoor 
&VQur at first sight : more time beinff necessary to 
discover greater talents. This good breeding, yoa 
know, dxa not consult in low bows and tormal 
ceremony ; but in an easy, civil behaviour. Toa 
will take oare^ therefore, to answer with oon^fdai- 
sance, when yoa are spoken to; to place joitiraelf 
at the lower end of the table, unless bid to go 
higher; to drink first to the lady of the house, 
aiM next to the master; not to eat awkwardly or 
dirtily ; not to sit when others stand ; and to do aJl 
this with an air of complaisance, and not with a 
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m^fe, MNir look, as if 70a did it all onwiDiiif Ijr. 
I do not mean a siUy, insipid aiiiiie,that foobliaye 
when they would be civil ; but an air of aensible 
good hunoor. I hardly knpw any thiug ao diffi- 
cult to attain, or ao necessary to possess, as per* 
ftct good breeding ; which is ecjuaUy inconsistent 
with a stiff foraudity, an impertinent forwardness, 
and an awkward bashfuhiess. A Utile ceremony 
IB often necessary ; a certain degree of firmness is 
abaolately so ; and an outward modesty, is extreme- 
Ij becoming : the knowledge of the world, and 
your own observations, must, and alone can^ tell 
yon the proper quantities of each. 

Mr. FltzgeraloVas wiih me yesterday, and com- 
mended you much: go on to deserve commenda- 
tioiis, and yoa will certainly meet with theuL 
Adieu. 



From the Same to ike Same. 
J Tuea^ay. 

Dear B<^,<-*€iood -breedipg «s so important an 
nrticle in }SSdy and so absolutely necessary fi>r you, 
if you woidd please and be well received in the 
world, that I must give you another lecture upon 
it, and posnbly this will not, be the last, neither. 

I only mentioned in my last, the general rules of 
eomraon civility, which' whoever does not observe, 
will pass fer a hour, and be as unwdcome as one, 
v^ company ; and there is hardly anybody brutal 
enough not to answer when they are spoken to, or 
not to say, sir, my lord, or madam, according to 
the rank of the people they spetU^ to. But it is 
not enough not to be rude : yon should be extreme^ 
Yy civil, and distinguished for your good breeding. 
-•Tlie fintprinci^e of this good breeding is, nt. 
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w to wtf «nj thing joa think can bediMfieeihk 
to anybodr m company ; biit^ on tha cooftnry, 
mi woala endeavoor to say what will be agnea- 
Ua to thenif and that in an easy and natoral man- 
Bar, without aeeminjir to stady for compliments. 
There la likewise audi a thinff as a civil look and 
a rode hwk: and yon ahould look civil as well aa 
be ao; for ii^ while you are flaying a civil thinff. 
Ten look gniS and surly, as moat Kngliah bump- 
Ma do, nobody will beoUiged to you Sir a civility 
that aeoned to come ao nnwillingly. If you have 
occasion to contradict anybody, or to aet them 
right from a mistake^ it would be very brutal to 
aay, Tkatia not so; I know bitter; or. You are 
out; but you should say, with a civil look, / heg 
your pardon^ I believe you nuotake ; or, B" I may 
take the liberty of contradicting you, I beueoe it i$ 
00 and 80 ; for, though you may know a thing bet- 
ter than other people, yet it is very shocking to tell 
them so directly, widiout something to aofleai it; 
but remember particularly, that whatever you say 
or do, with ever so civile an intention, a great deal 
consists lathe manner and the look, which moat 
be genteel, eas^, and natural, and is easier to be 
ftltthan described. 

Civility is particularly due to all women; and 
lemember that no provocation whatsoever can jus 
ttQr any man in not being civil to every woman, 
and the greatest man in England would justly be 
reckoned a brute, if he were not civil to the mean- 
est woman. It is due to their sex, and is the only 
protection tiiey have against the superior strength 
of ours. I repeat it again to you; observe the 
French peo^de, and mind how easily and naturally 
civil their address is, and how agreeably th^ in 
sinuate little civilities in their conversatian. They 
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it flo essential, that (hey ball an honett mu 
and a civil man by the same name, of hamuU 
kamme ; and the Romans called civility humanUaaj 
mm thinking' it inseparable from humanity^. Am 
nobody can instruct yoa in rood breedinff letter 
timn yoiur mamma, be snrq you mind ail we says 
to you upon that subject : and depend upon it that 
your reputation and success in the world, will, in 
a l^reat measure, depend up(m the degree of good 
breeding yoa are master o£ You cannot begin 
too early to take that turn, in order to make it na^ 
toral and hi^bitual to you ; which it is to very few 
Englishmen, who» neglecting it while they are 
yoong, find oat too late, when they are old, how 
necxtssary it is, and then cannot get it right. There 
is hardly a French cook that is not better bred 
tiian most Englishmen of quality, and that cannot 
present himsefi* with more ease, and a betfjier ad- 
dress, in any mixed company. Remember to prac- 
tise all this ; and then, with the learning which I 
hope yoa will have, you may arrive at what I 
reckon almost the perfection of homan nature, 
Enpilish knowledge with French good breeding. 
Adieu. 



jFVom Ike Same to ihe Same, 

November 39, 18—. 

Dear Boy^ — ^I have received your last Saturday's 
perfermanoe, with which I am very well satisfied. 
Lknow or have heard of no Mr. St Maurice here ; 
ifid yoong Pain, whom I have made an ensign, 
was here upon the spot, as were every one of thoso 
I have named in these new levies. 

Now that the Christmas breaking up draws near, 
, I have ordered Mr. Desnosyers to go to you, during 
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tint time, to teach jToalodaAoe. Idenretfatttyon 
will pertiealarly attend to the graoefiil motiaa of 
jour arms ; which, with the mamier of patting on 
your hat, ajid giving yoor hand, is all that a gm- 
tleman nveed attend to. Dancing is in itself a veiy 
trifling, silly thing ; but it is one of those establish- 
ed foUies to which people of sense are sometimes 
obliged to conform ; and then thfBV shoold be able 
to £ it welL And though I would not have yon 
a dancer, yet when you do dance, I would liafe 
yon dance well ; as I would have yoa do ever^ 
thing you do welL There is no' one tlung so tn- 
ffing, bat which (if it is to be done at all,) oogfat 
to he ilone well ; and I have often told ^on that I 
wished you even played at intch and cncket better 
than any boy at Westminster. For instance, dress 
is a very foolish thing, and yet it is a very foolieSi 
thing fiir a man not to be well dressed, according 
to his rank and way of life ; and it is so &r fiom 
being a disparagement to. any man's underf tand- 
ing, that it is rather a proof of it, to be as w^ 
diissed as those whom he Uves with : the diffisr- 
enoe in this 0890 between a man of sense and a 
iap is, that the fop valued himself upon his dress ; 
and the man of sense laughs at it, at the same time 
that he knows he must not neffiect it. There are 
a thousand foolish customs of this kind, which, not 
being criminal, must be complied with, and even 
cheerfully, by men of sense. Diogenes the cynic 
was a wise man for despising them ; but a fool for 
showing it Be wiser than other people, if yoa 
can ; but do not tell them so. 

It is a very fortunate thing for Sir Charles Ho- 
thara, to have fiiilen into the hands of one of your 
age, experience, and knowledge of the world : I 
amperraaded you will take infinite care of him 
Good night 
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From the Sitme to the Same. 

Feb. to, lA-« 

Dear Boy,— -The first use that I made of my lib- 
erty, was to come hither, where I arrive Tester* 
day; My health, though not fundamentally bad, 
yei, fi)r want of proper attention of latei, wanted 
aome repairs, which these waters never fail giving 
it. 1 shall driilk th^ a month, and return to Lon- 
don, there to enjoy tiie comforts of social life, in- 
Bfead of groaning under the load of business. I 
have given the description of the Jile that I pro- 
poeed to lead for the ftiture, in this motto, which I 
have put up in the frieze of my Hbritfy in fay new- 
faonse. " 

Nvno vetenim libris, nunc somno, et inertiboi horis 
Duc^re soUiciUD Jucanda oblivia vite. 

I must observe to you, upon this occasion, that the 
uninterrupted satisfaction which I expect tp find 
itk that library wiH be chiefly owing to my having 
employed some part of my hfo well at your. ageTl 
wi^ I had employed it better, and my satisfaction • 
would now be complete ; but, however, I planted 
whUe younff, that degree of knowledge which is 
now my rerage and my shelter. Make your plan, 
tations stiU more extensive, they will more than 
pay you for your trouble. I do not regret the time 
that I passed in pleasures ; they were seasonable, 
they were the pleasures of youth, and I enjoyed 
them while young. If I had not, I should proba- 
bly have overvalued them now, as we are very apt 
to do what, we do not know : but knowing them 
as I do, I know their real valu9, and how much 
they are generally overrated. Nor do 1 regret the 
time that 1 have passed in business, for the same 
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reucn ; those who see only thfi outside of it, imiu 
gino that it has hidden charms, which they pant 
after; and nothing but aoqnaintance can unde- 
oeive them. I, who haye been behind the aeenes, 
both of pleasure and business, and haye seen alt 
the springs and pulleys of those decorations which 
astonish and dazzle the audience, retire, not only 
without regret, but with contentment and satia&c 
tion.' But what I do, 9jad ever shall regret, is the 
time which, while youiig, I lost in mere itSefness, 
and in dmng nothing. This is the common effect 
of the inconsidpracy of youth, against which I beg^ 
you will he most carefully upon your guard. The 
value of moments, when cast up, is immense, if 
well eml>loycd ; if thrown away, their loss is irre- 
ooverabk. Every moment may be put to some 
use, and that with much more pleasure than if ua- 
em^oyed. Do hot imagine that by the employ- 
ifkent of time 1 mean an uninterrupted application 
{b serious studies. No; pleasures are, at proper 
times, both as necessary and useful ; they fashion 
and form you for the world ; they teach you cha- 
racters, and show yon tlie human heart in its uii« 
guarded mmutes. But tlien remeiliber to niakc 
that use of them. I have known many people, 
fix>m laziness of mind, so through both {Measure 
and business with equal inattention; neither en- 
joying the tme nor the other ; thinking themselves 
men of pleasure, because they were mingled with 
those who were, and men of business, because they 
had business to-do, though they did not do it 
Whatever you do, do it to the purpose ; do it tho^ 
roughly, not supcrficiallj. Apprqfondissez ; gt> to 
tlie bbttom of the things. Ai\y tliiiig half done, 
or half known, is, in my mind, neither done nor 
known at aU. Nay worse, for it often misleadSi 
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There b hardly any plaoe, or an^ conspany, whera 
you may not gain knowledge, if yoa pleaBe ; tiU 
most everybody knows some one thinif, and ia 
glad to talk upon that one thinfr. Seek, and yoa 
win find, in this world as well as m the next See 
every thing, inquire into every thing; and yon 
ma J excuse yonr cariosity, and the qomtions yoa 
irould ask, which otherwise might be thonght im- 
pertinent, by yoor manner of asking _ them; fiv 
meet things depend a great deal upon the manner. 
As for example, / sm afraid that lam very trotM§~ 
aome with my quesHoM^ hut nobody can mfarm me 
as toell a$ yoa ; or something of that kind. 

Now that yon are in a Lutheran country, go to 
their churches, and observe the manner of their 
pablic' worship: attend to their ceremonies, and 
inquire the meaning and inflation of every one of 
them. And as you will soon understand. Germans* 
well enough, attend to their sermons, and observe, 
their manner of preaching. Inibrm yourself ot 
their church government : whether it jesides in 
the sovereign, or in consistories and synods; 
whence arises the maintenance of their dergy ; 
whether from tithes, as in £«Dgland, or firom volun- 
tary contributions, or from pensions from the state. 
Do the same thing when you are in Roman Catho- 
lic oo^mtries; go to their churches, see all their 
ceremonies ; ask the meaiun|r of them, get the » 
terms explained to yoa. Aib mr instance ; prime, 
tierce, sexte, nones, matins, angelus, hijrh mass, 
vespers, complines, &c Inform yourself of their 
several religious ordera, their founders^ their rules, 
their vows, their habits, their revenues, Slc ' But 
when you frequent places of public worship, as I 
would have you go to all the different ones you 
meet with, remember, that however erroneousj 
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th/sf aie none of them objects of laughter and ridt 
cale. 0oiieit erros is to be pitied, not lidicoled. 
^^16 object of mfl the -public worships in the world 
is the suae : it is that jnest Eternal BeiQ|r, whs 
Mated every thin|:. The difBarent manners of 
iranhip are ij no means subject of ridicule. Each 
seet tbuaks its own the best, and I ^ow no in&l- 
lible judfls in this world to decide which is the 



liiB same inquiries wjierever yoa are, 
odBoeming the revenues, the military estaUish- 
■seat, the trade, the commerce, and the police of 
eifetr country ; and yoa should do well to keep, a 
blank paper-book, whieh the Germans call an ai- 
hum ; and there, instead of desiring, as they do, 
every ibol they meet with to scribSe somethinjr, 
write down ail these things as. socm as they come 
to yow knowle^KC from good authority. 

1 had ahnoet mrgotten one thin^, which I wopid 
recommend as an d>ject of <mriosity and inferma- 
.tion ; that is, the administration of justice, which, 
as it is always earned on in open court, you may, 
and I would have you, go see it with attention anid 
inqiury. 

I have now but one anxiety left, which is con- 
eeming you. I would have you be, what I know 
nobody is, perfect As this is iinpossible, I would 
kave you as near perfection as possible. I know 
• Bobmnr in a feijer way towards it than yourself if 
yen please. Never were so much pains ti^en fi>r 
anylKxly*s education as for yours ; Jind never had 
anybody those opportunities of knowledge and im. 
provement which you have had, and stm have. I 
hope, I wish, I doubt, and I fear alternately. This 
only am I sure of; that you will prove either the 
grcNitest pain, or the greatest pleasure <^ Ypurs. 
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From the Same to the Same. 

February SSd, 18—. 

Deur Boj— Ev«fy exoelleiusj, and eYeiY'virtnei 
luuiits kindred vice and weakness ; and if cairied 
beyond certain bounds, sinks into the one or the 
otlier. CSeoerosity often runs into piofbsion, eoono- 
mjr into avarice, courage into rashness, cautiaa 
into timidity, and so oti: insomuch that I beUere 
iktare is more judgment sM^uired, jbr the iwoper 
eonduct of oor yirtixes, than Ibr avoiding their ofh 
poBite vices. Vice, in its true light, is so deformed, 
that it shodks us at first sight, and wouM Itardly 
ever seduce us if it did not at first wear the mask 
of some virtue. But virtue is in itself so beautifiil, 
that it charms us at first sight; engages us more 
and more uppn fiurther acquaintance, and as with 
other beauties, we think excess impossible; it is 
here that juikrment is necessary, to moderate and 
direct the effects of an excellent cause. I shall 
apply this reasoning at present, not to any particu- 
liur virtue, but to an excellency which, for want of 
judgment, is often the cause of ridiculous and 
Mameable effects; I mean great learning, which 
if not accompanied with sound judgment, fre- 
quently carries us into error^ pride, and pedantry. 
As I hope you will possess tiiat excellency in its 
utmost extent, and yet without, its too common 
fiulings, the hints which my experience can sug- 
gest, may probably not be useless to you. 

Some learned men, proud of their knowledge, 
only speak to decide, and give judgment withmit 
appeal. The consequmce of which is, that man- 
lund, provoked by the insult, and injured by the 
of^ression, revolt; and in order to shake off the 
tyranny, even call the lawfid authority in question. 
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The mon yoa know, the modester 7011 ahould be 
9Md (by the bjre) that modesty is the surest way 
of gntifyiiig your vanity. Even where yoa are 
rare, seem rather doabtAil ; reiires^itf bot do not 
pronounce; and, if you would convince others^ 
•aem opm to cdnviction yourdel£ 

Others, to show their learning, are <^len, fiom 
the prejudices of a school-education, where thegr 
hew cf BOtlung else, always talking of the An- 
oeots, as something more than men, and of the 
Modems as something less. They are never with- 
•out a dmssie or two in their pockets : they stick to 
tiie old good sense ; they read none of the modem 
trash : and will show you plainly that bo improve* 
ment has been made, in any one art or ecienoe,. 
these last seventeen hundred years. I would by 
no means have you disown your acquaintance with 
the ani^ents : but still less would I have yon bn^ 
of an exdusive intimacy with them. Speak of 
the modems without contempt, and of the ancients 
withtnit idolatry ; judge them all by their merits, 
but not by their ages ; and if you happen to have 
an Elzevir classic in your pocket, neither show it 
nor mention it 

Some great scholars, most absurdly, draw all 
their maxims, both for public and private life, firom 
what they call parallel cases in the, ancient authors; 
without considering, that in the first place, there 
never were, since Sie creation of the world, two 
cases exactly parallel : and, in the next place, that * 
there never was a case Stated, or even known, by 
any historian, with every oUe of its circumstances; 
which, however^ ought to be known in order to be 
reasoned from. Reason upon the case itseU^ and 
the several circumstances that attend it, and act 
liecordingly ; but not from the authority of ancieiit 
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poets or faktoriaiiB. Take into your consideratioB, 
m£jisa pleafl^, cases seemingly anajio^ous; but tako 
ti^BJD.' as helps only, not as guides. We are really 
00 [Hrejudiced by our educations^ that, as the an- 
oients deified th^ir heroes, we deify their madmen ; 
of -which, with all due regard to antiquity, I take 
Ijeonidas and Curtius to have been two distinguish- 
ed ones. 

And yet a solid pedant would, iil a speech in 
parliarafent, relative to a tax of two-pence in the 
pound, upon some commodity or other, quote these 
two heroes, as examples of what we ought to do 
and suffer £>r our country. I have known these 
SLbaurdlties carried so for, by people of injudicious 
leamiag, that I sh6uld not be surprised, if some 
of them were to propose, while we are at war with 
the Gauls, that a number of geese should be kept 
in the Tower, upon account of the infihite advan- 
ta^ which Rome received, inaparaUd cate^Snmi 
a oertain number of geese in the capitoL' This way 
of reasoning, and tUs way of speaking, will al- 
WKI^ form a poor politician, and puerile declaimer. 

There is another species of learned men, who, 
fbough less dogmatical and supercilious, are not 
leas impertinent These are the commnnicative 
and ahining pedants, who adorn their conversation, 
even with wotioen, by happy quotations of Greek 
and Latin; and who have contracted such a fa» 
miliari^rwith the Greek and Roman authors, that 
they eau them by oertain names or epithets de> 
nfitang intimacy. As 0^ Homer ; that $ly rogvM 
Horace ; Afaro instead of Virgil, and Now instead 
c^ Ovid. These are oAen imitated W coxcombs, 
who have no learning at all; but who have got 
■erne <names and sqaie scraps of ancient authors 
by heart, which they improperly and impei t inently 



rsttil in all oompuiie^ in hopes of paasiBg for 
•eboltn. I^ therefore, joa would avoid the woea^ 
ntkn of pedantry on the one hand,-o!r the •ospieiaB 
of ifDoranoe on the other, abstain fiom learned 
ostentation. Speak the kngfuage of the cotofeaay 
joa are in, speak it purely and unktrded v^ith any 
otiier. Never seem vdser, nor more learned, than 
tile people you are with. Wear your learning like 
vour watch, in a i^ivale pocket ; and do not poll 
It cot and strike it, merely t6 show that yoo luave 
one. If yon are asked #liat o*clock it is, tell it ; 
hat do not prodnm it hourly and unasked like the 
watduaan. 

Upo9 the whole, remember that leanuQg-<I mean 
Greek and Roman learning) is a most nsefbl and 
necessary iurnament, which it is shameiol not to 
be master of; but, at the same time, most carelbily 
avoid those emffs and abases which I have mention- 
ed, and which' too often attend it RemCTaber.too, 
that sfreat modem knowledge is still more neces- 
sary than ancient;^ and that you bad better know 
periectly the present than the old state d^vaope ; 
thouff h I would have you well acqusimted with both. 

I have this moment rec^ved youir letter of the 
17th. Though, I confess, there is no great variety 
in your present manner of life, yet materials can 
nevfir be wantmg for » letter; you see, you hear, 
or you read, something new every day; 9, short 
account cf which, with your reflections thereupon, 
will make out a letter very welL But since fou 
desise a subject, pray send me an account of the 
Lutheran establishment in Germany; their reK- 
gtons tenets, their cburci^ government, the main- 
tenance, authority, and titles, of their clergy. 

Vitorio Siri, complete, is %yerj scarce and very 
dear ho^ here ; but I do not want it. If your 
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own lihrary iprows too voluminoos, yon will not 
Jmofw what to do with it, Wticn yoii lea^re Leipzig^. 
iTour best waj will be, when you go away from 
thenoe; to fliend to England, by Hamburg, all the 
bodke that you do not aboolutely want 

Yoan, 



From the Same io the Same. 

NdVember 4tb, 1&-. 

I>ear Boy— onltr oorrespolndence has been for some 
time suspended by the hurry and dissipation of tiiis 
plac^ which left tae no time to write; and it will 
wxm cease entirely by my return to England, which 
-will be, I beCeve, in about a fbrtmght I own I am 
impatient to see the great progress which I am 
persuaded you have made, both in your learning 
and behaviour, during my six months* absence. I 
join behaviour with Teaming, because it is almost 
as necessary; and they shoiSd always go together 
for their mutual advantage. .Mere jeaming with- 
out good breeding is pedantry, and good breeding 
without learning is but frivolous : whereas learn- 
ing adds solidity to good breedii^, and good breed- 
ing gives charms aiu] graces to learning. 
■ This place is, without dispute, the sect of true 
good breeding ; tiie people here are civil without 
ceremony, and ftmHiar without rudeness. They 
are neither disagreeably forward, nor awkwardly 
ffashful and shi^ne-ftoed ; they speak to their su- 
pepots with as little concern, and as much ease, 
though with more respect, as to their inferiors; 
and they speak to their inferiors, with as much 
civility, though less respect, as to their superiors. 
They despise us, bwA with reason, for our ill-breed, 
ing : on the other hand, we despise them for their 
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wtnt of leanilBf, and we are in 4he right of U, 
80 that you'aee the sure way to tie admiiied by both 
nationa, is to join learning and good breeding. Aa 
to learning, consider that you have now but one 
year more with Mr. Mattaire, before ^oa go to 
Westminster School, and that jour credit win de- 
pend upon the place you are put in there at fint; 
and if vou can, at un^ eleven years obit be pot 
in the lonrth form, abo^e boys of thirteen <Hr foor- 
teen, it will give people very fovourable impies- 
aions of you, and be dT great advantage to ^on Ibr 
the future. As to good breeding, you cannot at- 
tend to it too soon, or too much; it must be ac- 
quired while young, or it is never quite easy; to.d 
it acquired young, will always last and be ha- 
bituaL Horace says, ** quo semel est imbuta recens 
servabit odorem testa diu :** to show the advanta^ 
of giving people good habits and impress i o ns u 
their youth. I say nothing to you now as to lioo- 
our, virtue, truth, and all moral duties, which bto 
to be stricUy observed at all ages, and at all times; 
because I am sura you are convinced of the indis- 
pensable necessity of |»actising them all ; an^ of 
the in&my as well as the g^uiU, of neglectbdg or 
acting contrary to any of them. May you eicel 
in them all, that you may be beloved by everybody 
M moeh as you are hitherto by your, dbc 
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TRAVELLERS' LETTERS. 



From a Gentleman to a Laciy, 

November 25ih, 17 — . 

l>ear Friend — rl came to this place on Saturday 
night, light well and untired with a Seventy miles* 
journey.* That day I met with your and my 
l)oUy'8 joint letter, which would have refreshed me 
with its kindness if I had been ever so weary. 

The account you give of a certain lady's hav- 
ing entertained a new gallant, in my absence, did 
not surprise me ; for I have been used to rivals, and 
scarce ever had a Mend or a mistress in my whole 
life, that other people did not like as well as my- 
self. And, therefore, I did not wonder when I 
read in the newspapers some weeks since, that 
** the Duke of C." (that general lover) " had made 
many visits of late to an old lady not many mites 
from Craven Street" I only wonderea, consider- 
ing the dislike she used to have for the family, 
that she would receive his visits. But as 2 saw 
soon af^r, that Prince Charles had left Rome, and 
was gone a long journey, nobodjr knew whither, I 
made no doubt but the newswriters had mistaken 
the person, and that it was he, who had taken the 
opportunity of my absence to solace himself with 
his old friend. 

I thank you for your intelligence about my god* 
■on. I believe you are sincere, when you say you 
think him as fine a child as you wish to see. He 
had cut two teeth, and tliree, in another letter^ 
make five; for I know you never write tautolo- 
gies. If I have over-reckoned, the number will 
he right by this time. His being like me in so 

15 
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inaiiy purticuliira pleases me prodimiiBly y a&d I 
am penraaded there is another whidi you have 
ftF"»ti^, though it must haYe occurred to you, 
while you were puttin^r them down. Pray let him 
have every thin^ he tikes. I think it of great 
ooBoequence, while the features of the counte- 
nance are fimning; it gives them a pleasant air, 
and that being once become natural and Bzed by 
habit, the fitce is ever after the handsomer ix it, 
and on that much of a person's good fertone and ^* 
success in life may depend. Had I been crossed 
as much in my infant likings and inclinations, as 
you know I have been of late years, I should lutve 
been, I was going to say, not near so handsonae, 
but as the vanity of that expression would offend 
other felks* vanity, I change it, out of regard to 
them, and say, a great deal more homely. 

I rejoice tiiat your good mother's new regimen 
succeeds so well with her. We are to set out, my 
son and I,, to-morrow for London, where I hope to 
be by the end of the week, and to JBnd h«r, and 
you, and all yours well and happy. My love to 
them aQ. They tell me dinner is coming in, and 
I have yet said nothing to Dolly; but mdst 
nevertheless conclude, my dear friend. . 

Vours ever most affectionately. 

P.'S. I am very happy here in the pleasant &* 
mily of Mr. Burke's mother and sist^er. 

From the Same to the Sanye, 

July 4, 17— . 

-Dear Friend — By this post I have given orders 

to engage a fine ship, now at London, to carry me 

and my &mily to Philadelphia. My baggage is 

already (Hi the Se^e, going down to Havre, firom 
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whence, if the captain cannot call for us Uieie, W6 
■hall croes the diannel, and meet him at Cowes, 
in the lale of Wight The ship has a large, oca- 
'venient cabin, with good lodging.places. The 
whole win be at my disposition, and tiiere is plenty 
of room for you and yours. You may never have 
80 good an opportunity of passing to America, if 
it is your mtention. Thii^L of it, and take your 
resolut^ki ; believing me ever 

Your affectionate firiend. 

P. S. Love to the dear children. If Mr. WiU 
liams is returned to London, he will inform yon 
of the particulars. If not, you may inquire of 
Wallace, Johnson, & Muir, merchants, Lcmdon, to 
be heard of at the Pennsylvania Co^Be-House, 
Birchin Lane. ' The Ship is to be at^Cowes the Ist 
of August 

The Author of the Sentimental Journey to Mr, 

Garrick, 

Jan. M, 17— 
My dear Friend — ^Think not, because I j^we 
been a fortnight in this metropolis without Writing 
to you, that Sierefore I have not had vou and Mrs. 
Garrick a hundred times in my head and heart— 
heart ! yes, yes, say you — ^but I must not waste 
paper in badinage this post, whatever I do the 
next Well ! here I am, my friend, as much im- 
proved in my health, for the time, as ever -your 
friendship could wish, or at least your faith give 
credit to— by the bye I am somewhat wor^ in my 
intellectuals, for my head is 'turned round witn 
what I see v^d the unexpected honours I have 
met with here. Tristram was almost as much 
known here as in London, at least among your 
men of condition and lea^ni^g, and has got rae 
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intTodaoed into so many circles (*tis eomme a Lnu 
dre$.) I have jnst now a fortnight's dinners and 
sappers npcm my hands. — My application to ibe 
CooDi de Chbiseul goes on swimmingly, fi>r not 
imly Mr. Pelletiere (who, by the bye, sends ten 
thoosand civilities to -yon and Mm. Ghirrick) has 
undertaken my aifiiir, but the Coant de Limbonrg, 
— the Baron de Holbach has offered any secmify 
for the inofEensiveness of my behaviour in France 
~'ti8 more, you rogue, than you wiU do. This 
Baron is one of the most learned noblemen here, 
the great protector of wits, and the sgavaTia who 
are no wits — keeps open house three days a week 
— ^hu house is now, as yours was to me, my own 
— ^he )ives at great expense. 'Twas ah odd inci- 
dent when I was introduced to the Count de Bissie, 
which I was at ,his desire — I found him reading 
Tristram. This' grandee does me great honours, 
and gives me leave to go a private way through 
his apartments, into the Palais Royal, to view the 
Duk« of Orleans* collecJtion every day I have 
time, I have been at the Doctors of Sorbonne — 
1 hqpe in a fortnight to break through, or rather 
from, the delights of this place, which, in the 
g^voir-Wfrtt exceeds all the places, I believe, in 
(his action of the globe— 

I qfli going, when this letter is wrote, with Mr. 
Tox and Mr. MacCartney to Versailles — ^the next 
morning I wait upon Mons. Titon, in company 
with Mr. MacCartney, who is known to' him„to 
deliver your comn^nds. I have brought you the 
pamphlet upon theatrical, or rather tragfical de- 
clamation. I have brought another^ verse worth 
reading, and you will receive them, with what I 
can pick up this week, by a servant of Mr. Hodges, 
whom he is seuduig back to England* 
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I was last nifiht whli Mr. Fox to see Mademoi- 
■elle daron in Ipkigene — she is extremely great-~ 
I ^vish jon had one or two like her-^what a luxn- 
xy, to see you with one of such powers in the same 
interesting scene— but 'tis too much — Ah! Pre* 
▼iUe! thou art Mercury himself. — By virtue of 
taking' a couple of boxes, we have bespoke this 
week The Frenchman in London, in which Pre- 
▼ille is to send us hmne to supper all happy*— I 
^ mean about, fifteen or sixteen English of distinc- 
tioDf who are now here, and live well with each 
other., 

I am under great obligations to Mr. Pitt, who 
has behaved in every respect to me Uke a man of 
good-breeding and good-nature— in a post or two, 
I, wiU write again — Foley is an honest soul — I 
could write six volumes of what has passed comi- 
cally in this great scene since these last fourteen 
days^— but more of this hereafter.- We are all go- 
ing into mouminjBf ; no* you, nor Mrs. Garrick, 
would know me, if you met me in my remise — 
bless you both ! Service to Mrs. Denis. Adieu, 
adieu! 



TTie Same to a Friend at Paris, 

April 18, 17-. 
I>ear Foley — I thank you for your punctuality 
in sending me the inscription, and for your box by 
the courier, which came safe by last po6t— I was 
not surprised much with yoftr account of lord 
***** being obliged to give way— «nd for the 
rest all follows in course. — I suppose you will en^ 
deavour to fish and catch something fer yoursdf 
in these troubled waters — at least I wish you all a 
reasonable man can wish for himself— which is 
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widiiiii^ enooffh fi>r 5011-^^ the rest is in the 
hrainr—Mr. Woodhoase (whom you know) is also 
h0ie*-he is a most amiable worthy mfen, and I 
have the pleasore of having him much with m&*- 
in a short time he proceeds to Italy.^ — ^The first 
imek in Jnne, I deoimp Uke a patriarch with my 
whole hoosehold, to mtch our tents fi>r three mentha 
at the loot of the Pyr^iean hills at Ba«:nieres, 
whete I expect much health and fnuch amosement 
fton the oonooorse of adventurers fiom all comen ^ 

of the eartb^-^Mrs. M sets out at the same 

time for another part of the Pyrenean hills, at 
Coortray — fiom whence to Italy — this is Uie gene- 
ral plan of operation here— except that I have some 
thoughts of spending the winter at Florence, and 
crossmg over with my &mily to Leghorn by wa- 
ter—and in April of rettimn^ by way of Paris 
home— 4Nit this is a sketch only, for in all things 
I am governed by circumstatices^HM that what is 
fit to be done on Monday^may be very unwise on 
Saturday — On all days of the week believe me 
yours, with unfeigned truth. 

F. S. All compliments to my Parisian friends. 



JFVom an Engluh Lady^ a cdehrated DraDeUer^ to 

a Friend. 

Aug. 13. 17—. 

I am extremelysorry, my dear S., that your fears 
of disobliging youf relations^ and their fears fer 
your health Sad safety, have^lndered me fi-om en- 
joying the happiness of your company, and jirou 
the [Measure of a diverting Journey. I receive 
some degree of mortification nom every agreeaUe 
novelty, or pleasing prospect, by the reflectioa of 
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jQor hnving ao unluckily missed the delightWhich 
I kfiow it would have g^ven jou. If you were 
with me in this town you would be ready tQ expect 
to receivS visits from your Nottingham friends. 
Np two i^aces were ever more resem^fing ; one 
has hot to give the Maese the name of the Trent, 
and there is no distinguishing the prospect The 
Booses, like those of Nottingham, are built one 
above another, and are intermixed in the same 
manner with trees and gardens. The tower, they 
call Julius .Cesar's, has the same situation with 
Nottmgham Castle ; and I cannot help fiincying I 
see from it the Trent field, Adboulton, places so 
well known to us. It is true, the fbrti^cations 
make considerable difference. All the ^earned in 
the"^ art of war bestow great commendation upon 
them ; for my par^ that know nothing of the mat- 
ter, I shall content myself with telling you, it is a 
Very pretty walk en the ramparts, on which there 
is a tower, very deservedly called the Belvidere, 
where people go to drink coffee, tea, &c., and en- 
joy one of the finest prospects in the world. The 
public walks have no great beauty, but the thick 
shade of the trees, which is solemnly delightful. 
But I must not forget to take notice <^the bridge, 
which appeared very surprising to me. It is large 
enough to hold hundreds of men, w^hw;^ cuid 
carriages^ — ^They give the value" of an English 
two-pence to get upon it, and thea away they go^ 
bridge so^d all, to tile other side of the river, with 
00 slow a motion, one is hardi/ sensible of any at 
all I was yesterdfj at th^ French church, and- 
staied very i^uch at their manner of service. The 
parson clapped on a broad-brimmed hat, in the first 
place; which gave him entirely the air pf What d*ye 
call him, in Bartholomew fair, which he kept up 
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bj extraordixuunr antic gestures, and preaching 
mudi such stuff as t'other talked to the pi^tpets. 
However, the congregation seemed to receive it 
with great devotion ; and I was informed by some 
of his fi te kj that he is a person of particular fame 
amongscfnem. I believe by this time yoii are as 
much tired With my account of him, as I was with 
bis sermon ; but I am sure your brother will ex. 
cose a digression in favour of the church of Eng- 
land. .You know speaking disrespectfully of the 
Calvbints, is the same thing as speaking honour- 
ably of the church. Adieu, my dear &, always 
remember me, and be assured J can never fi»rget 
yoa,dLC &>c 

Finm an English Bishop in India to a Friend in 

England, 

. December, 18—. » 

My dear Wilmot — The speed of our voyage iit 
the GrenviUe, by landing us in India some week» 
before the time at which we might have been ex- 
pected to arrive there, has been productive of one 
uncomfortable effect, by making us appear so much 
the longer without letters ^rom England. Only 
one Liverpool vessel has since arrived, which was 
not of a date previous to the time of our own sail- 
ing, and she brought papers' only a very few days 
more recent thsjr ours. Reports, however, have 
from time to time been raised, of vessels supposed 
•. from Europe, seen waking up towards Saugor; 
and vou niay well ed^ceive^ the eagerness with 
whicn we have, on sueh occasions, anticipated the 
arrivid of those bundles of information and kind 
wishes which form the delight of an English post- 
day, and to us, on the Ganges, would be, I cannot 
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flay how interesting. The Grenville, however, is 
aaw about to ^aH a^ain, and I taJse advantage of 
her return to remind ^ those valued friends who 
may; possibly, not yet have written to us, how 
muc^ their correspondence allays the pAk of ab- 
sence. 

This is a fine country, and, at this time of the 
year, a very fine climate. We have, indeed, no 
mountains, not even an elevation so high as the 
mount in Kensington Gardens, which I xwdlect 
the more, because in them was my last ramble 
with yourself and Hay. We have no springs, no 
running streams except the Ganges, aiid we have 
not much of open, plain, and dry turf But we 
have wood and water in abundance; the former 
of the noblest description of foliage which I' have 
ever seen, both in form, verdure, variety, and depth 
of shadow. I had no idea of the beauty and ma. 
jesty of an Indian wood : the coloured prints which 
1 had seen in England being as unlike the sober 
richness of the reality as the bloom of Mrs. Sal- 
mon's wax-work goddesses to Mrs. . Nor,* 

to those who like wandering about an immense 
conservatory, or who are pleased and interested 
with cane-work cottages, little gardens of plantains 
and pine-apples, and the siffht of a very poor but 
■simjde, and by no means inelegant, race of pea- 
sants, are there prettier rides than iJiose afforded 
by the lanes and hedge-rows round Calcutta. The 
mornings, firom five to eight, are now equal to the 
pleasantest time of year in £nffland ; then follow 
about eight hours, during which a man does well 
to remain in the house, but which, under such cir- 
cumstances, are not too hot either for comfort or 
any kind of mental exertion ; and fivm four to 
dark it is again about the temperature of our sum- 
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mm •vcBinff. TIub is, indeed, the beit fiine ef 
tiw JMT. Of the rains and the hot win^ every 
body speaks with wy alarming eloqftteiioey and I 
«|i|vehend that, during their continnanoey a bare 
enMen fta is all thai any man can hope Ibr. Wo 
had some little of these last on oar first arrival, 
bat not soflteient to pieYent oar morning and 
evening airings. They were, however, safficieotly 
potent to indnoe ns to believe all whi<^ bad been 
told Qi of the neoessity of oool clothing, cxiol diet, 
•nd qoietnesB. 

Of the people of this coantry, and the mannftr 
in which they are governed, I have, as yeC hardly 
seen enoogh to fiirm an opinion. I ha^e seen 
enough, however, to find that the customs, the ha- 
bits, and prejudices of the former are much mis- 
understood in England. We have all heard, for 
instance, of the humanity of the Hindoos towards 
brute creatures, their horror of animal food, dLc; 
and you may be, perhaps, as much surprised as I 
was, to find that those who can afford it are hardly 
less carnivorous than ourselves; that even th^ 
purest brahmins are allowed to eat mutton and 
vemson; that fish is permitted to many castes, and 
pork to many others ; and that, though thiey con- 
aider it as a grievous crime to kill a cow or bul- 
lock for th% purpose of eating, yet they treat their 
draft oxen, no less than their horses, with a degree 
of barbarous severity which would turn an Sig- 
lish hackney-coachfoan sick. Nor bare their re- 
ligious prejudices, and the unchangeahleness of 
their hiJ»its» been lesft exaggerated. Some of the 
best-infiirnied of their nation, with whom I have 
eoaversed, assure me that half their most remarka- 
Ue customs of civil and domestic lifo are borrowed 



from ibfiit Mohammedan conquerors ; and at pre- 
sent there is an obvious and increasing disposition 
to fmitatft the Bnglish in every thing, which lam * 
already led to very remarkable changes, and wiU^ 
probably, to still more important, The*w6althy 
natives now alt affect to have their houses d^la^ 
rated with Corinthian pillars, and filled with "Eng" 
liflh furniture. They drive the best horses and 
most dashine canriages in Oetleatta. Many of 
them speak English fluently, and are tcderaUy 
read in English literature; and, the children of 
one of our Spends I saw one day dressed in jack^ 
et and trowsers, with round hats, shoes and 8t<lbk-^ 
inga. In the Bengalee newspapers, of which therer 
are two or three, politics are canvassed with a bias, 
as I am told, inclining to whiggism, an^ one of 
their leading men gave a great dinner, not long 
since, in honour of the Spanish revolution. Among 
the lowef orders the same feeling shows itself more 
heneficidly, in a growing neglect of eagUf — ^in 
not merely a willingness, but an anxiety, to send* 
their children to our schools, and a desire to learn 
and speak English, which, if properly encouraged, 
might, I verily believe, in fifty years* time^ jmike 
our language what the Oordoo^ or court and camp 
tang^Sge of the country (the Hindoostanee,) is at 
present And though instances of actual conver- 
sion to Christianity are, as yet, very uncommon, 
yet the number of children, both male and female, 
who are now receiving a sort of Christian educa- 
tion, reading the New Testament, repeating the 
Ixvd*s Prayer and commandments, and all wiUi the 
sonsent, or at least without the censure, of their 
parents or spiritual guides, have inoreased, dorinip 
the last two years, to an amount which astonishes 
the old Eluropean residents, who were used to trem- 
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Ue it te nanie of a miasianaiy, and shrink fixrni the 
eomman duties of Chtistiani^, lest they shoold 
me offence to their heathen neighbours. So far 
Jbom that heing a conseqoence of the zeal which 
%s beenrlBtely shown, many of the Bi^hmins them. 
■dfw express admiration of the Grospel, and profess 
to entertain a better c^inion of the E^lLsh eiace 
they have fomid tbflt they too have a retigioa and a 
Shaster. All that seems necessary for £.e best efl 
fecti to follow is, to let thin^ take their course, to 
make the missionaries discreet, to keep the gorem- 
ttient as it now is, strictly neuter, and to place our 
«-. confidence in a genoiE^ difiusion of knowledge, 
and in making ourselves ideally useful to the tem- 
pars) as well as spiritual interests of the people 
among wbom we live. In all these points there is, 
indeea, great room for improvement I do not by 
any means assent to the pictures of depcavity and 

Sinexal worthlessness which some have drawn of 
e liindoos; They are decidedly, by nature, a 
tnild, pleasing, and intelligent race ; sober, parsi- 
monious, and, where an object is held out to them, 
most industrious and persevering. But the mag- 
istmtes and lawyers all agree, that in no country 
lure lying and perjury so common, and so little re- 
garded. 'Notwithstanding fhe apparent loudness 
of their manners, the (»iminal calendar is gener- 
ally as lull as in Ireland, vdth gang-robberies, set- 
ting fire to buildings, stacks, &,c &&; and the 
number of children who are decoyed aside and 
murdered, for the sake of their ornaments. Lord 
Amherst assures me, is dreadful. Yet in all these 
points a gradbal amelioration is said to be percep- 
tible; and I aih sure there is no ground whatever 
for the assertion, that the people are become less 
innocent or presperous under British administra 
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tion. In Bengal, at least in this neighboiff hood, I 
ie- am assured by the missionaries, who, as speaking 
\' thO'langaage,. and associating with the lower class- 
7^ es, are by mr the best judges, that tiie English go-' 
z'- vemment is popular. They are, in fact, lightly - 
t:- taxed (though that taxation is clumsily arranged, 
:,& and liable to considerable abuse, from tiie exttvr- 
^ tions of the native Aumeens a^d Chokeydars) ; 
^ they have no military conscription, or forced ser- 
3 vices ; they live in great security from the march 
:* of armies, &.C. ; and, above all, they sonfte of 1hi|tt 
f.; re«;ollect in their own. Country, and all of Wm 
]t. may hear or witness in the case of their neigh. 
ff bours in Oude and the Bii*m^ empire, how very 
I differently all these things are managed under the 
fi Hindoo and Mohammediui sovereignties. 
* One very wise and liberal measure of govern* 

•( inent has been, the appropriation of all the inter- 
^ nal transUfduties to the coi^^truction of roads and 
t bridges, «nd the improvement of the tfwns where 
7 they are levied- A more popul^, however, and I 

i believe better policy* would have been to remit 
5 those duties altogether. They a];9 precisely the 

{ things in which the Chokeydanif and other under« 

r lings, are most fraudulent and oppressive. Twice 

as much is extorted by Ihese fellows from ih^ poor 
i coontrv people as they are^tftherized to receive, 

f and of what is authorizdf, only a moderate part 

s finds its way into the Compaiky's coffers. Under 

\ such circumstances it might, perhaps, be better to 

i •remove all restraints from internal intercourse and ■ 
i traffic, to make the people industrious and pros- 

perous, and to be assured that improvements' would 
follow by degrees, in proportion as they became 
necessary or desirable. Lord Com^allis's famous * 
settlement of the Zemindary rents in Bengal, is 
often severely censured -here, as not sufficiently 
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yntodiiif the rynlbit and depriniig the fovemmeol 
of eA edmuitage firom the impKovemeuts ef the 
tanflky. They who reaeoii thus, have, appaxendy, 

^Ibrgottea that, without some soch settleiiieDt, tiHwe 
improfementa would never have taKen |i]aoe at ail; 
that almoat erery Zemindary which is broBght to 
the hammer (and they are pretty nvmerooe) is di- 
vided and aubdiyded, each aoooeesive eale, araon; 
amallef pioprietorsi and t|iat the progieae is mani- 
ftetly gcing on to a minute division of the aofl 
amonff the actual cultivators, and subieot to n> 
other Durdens than a fixed and very mooerate quit- 
rAit» a state of thin^ by no means undesirable in 
m nation, and which oaly needs to be corrected in 
its possible excess by a uiw of primogeniture, and 
by enoourapng, instead of forlnddm|^, the pur- 
chase of lands by the Engflish. On ihe desirable- 
ness of this last measure, as the mos^iHobablie 
means of improving ^he country an^ attaching 
the peasantry to our government,'-! find, in Gal- 

. cutta, little difieience of opinion. All the restric- 
tion which seems necessary is, that the oeUecton 
of the Company's taxes shall not be allowed to 
purchase lands vrhhin the limits of their districts; 
and if the same law were extended to their Hindoo 
and Mussulman deputies, a consideralde sonroe of 
oi^Mression, which now exists, would be dried up 
or greatly mitigated. « 

From the Same to another FHend. 

January 9tli, 18^ 

My dear Thornton— - * » » « 

• *• *-» « » • a •■ 

I da not think, indeed, that the direct duties of 
this diocese, bating the visitations, are mcnre than a 
man may do with a moderate share of diligenoe. 
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They aie such, however, as I must do all fi>r my- 
m^£, since though I keefk a native scribe at yfork 
firom nine till four daily, he can. only be trusted to 
copy what I^write^ while it is necessary for me to . 
obtain and keep copies of all the official corre- 
spondence in which I am a party ; besides which, 
an intercourse with chaplains, missionaries, and 
religious societies is, in India, all carried on by 
letleFr and what in England would be settled in a 
few minutes by personal communication, is here 
the subject of lon^ arguments, explanations, and 
rejoinders in writing. I at 'first, therefore, had 
occasion to work, pretty hard, and am now mi for- 
tunate as to be completely ' rid of all arreaM of 
business, and to find myself equal to the daily calls 
of my correspondents, without so completely sacri- 
ficing all other studies, as ^I was for some time 
compelled to do. Still I an^ without books, and 
what has been still more inconvenient, without 
sermons, so that I have been lately obliged fo com- 
pose often two, and sometimes three a week, amid 
greater distractions, and with fewer opportunities 
of study or reference than I ever before had to 
complain of., I continue well, however, thank 
God!. and have abimdant reason at present to be 
hop^il and contented in my situation, where I 
meet with such attention and kindness, and where 
the apparent field of usefiilness is so great that, 
while I deeply foel my own insufficiency, I am 
more and more impressed with the undeserved' 
goodness of God in calling me to such a situation. 

To the affairs of the Church Missionary Society 
I have paid considerable attention, and have great 
reason to be satisfied with the manner in ndiich 
they are conducted, as well as personally with the 
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oommittee, and all the misaioEiaries whom I haw 
«ec% I faave, as you are perhaps aware, obtamed 
theb Moption of some changes in the craistitatioa 
of the society, qualified, I hope^ to put us on. a 
moie stable umI popular footing-, and to obtain for 
OS both at home and in India a greater notorie^ 
and VKfbhiesB. 

Pray tell Mr. Parry that all which I have seen 
of India justifies his praises of it. It is a fine and 
most interesting country. The European society 
is agreeable, hospitable, and well-irifbrmed ; there 

are many excellent people in Calcutta. 

us****** 

But, alas ! new fi'iends cannot be like old, new 
lands cannot be like home ! And while I should 
be the most thankless of men not to be contented 
and happy here, I cannot he^ often wishing for a 
sight of the bill above Hodnet, or the new fonoe 
which I left you and Mis. Thornton contriving at 
Clapham. 

No orders have yet come out firom government 
respecting^ a residence for me « » « 

Dr. Walhch has lent us his house at Tittyghur, 
between Calcutta and Barrackpoor, a delightfiil 
place, which apparently agrees with our little girl 
perfoetly. The fort, fi*om closeness^ and other rea- 
sons, connected with closeness, is said to be often 
injurious to young and delicate persons ; but with- 
out its rampart we would fain flatter <>urselve8 
even children may enjoy good health in this coun- 
ty, and some years at least may elapse before we 
are compelled to send ours to England. * * 
May Gbd hear our prayers, and those, which it is 
one of my chief comforts to believe, are ofi^red up 
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ibr IM by our dear friends in England. Opd Al* 
mighty bless you. 

Your ever affisctionate friend 

It'was my intention till lately to set out by land 
for the upper proTinoes as soon as Emily was nble 
to travel, and to stay at Ghazeepoor, a little on this 
side Benares, during the hot winds. In th!b leipe* 
dition Archdeacon Corrierpromised to accompany 
me, but a reconsideration of all whidi I am doing 
and have to do at Calcutta, has convinced me that 
I cannot be spared before the rains, when also 
hope for Mr.09rrie*s company. The want of epiB* 
copal visitation, confirmation, &c. in all those vast 
districts, is said to be great 



Frmn ihe Same to his Mc^her. 

Janqfry S5th, 18-^. 

My dearest Mother—- Our former packets Will, I 
Irost, before this time, have commuiiicated to you 
the intelligence of our safe arrival, and of our sub- 
sequent proceedings. 

« * • • • 

Calcutta is a very striking place, but it so much 
resembles Petersburg, though on a less splendid 
scale, that I can hardly help fancying myse^ some- 
time in Russia. The architecture of tiie principal 
houses is the same, with Italian porticoes, and all 
'^^ikewashed or stuccoed,' and the wi^th and 
straightness of the principal streets, the want of 
pavement, the forms of the peasants* carts,, a^d' 
ibto crowds of foot-passengers in every street, as 
w^ll ^B the i^uKitude of servants, the want of fmv 
tiituf^ in the-houses, and above all, the great dinner- 

16 



which are one dutingiiishiiig festure of 

tlM dlpe, are all Muscovite. 

• • • « • 

The public here is very libertd, but the calls on 
charity are contiiiual, and the number of €pm and 
ten poand subscriptions which are required «f a 
man ererj month, for inundations, officers' widows, 
&e. Suff are such as surprise an Englishman on 
his first arrival, though he cannot but be jdeased 
at the spirit which it evinces. 

I am happy to set you at ease about pirates. 
There were, as yon have been rightly inftnned, 
fyar or five years ago, a good many Arab pirates 
in the Bombay seas, but none that I have hetfd of 
ever ventured into the bay of Bengal, and even 
those who did exist are said to have b^n completdy 
driven from the' sea by the expedition which was 
sent sonJb time back from Bombay ' against the 
Arabs of the Persian gulf. But with these seas I 
shall Ikave little concern, since my journeys in that 
quarter will be chiefly by land. Those which I 
have to perform in this jmrt of India'wiU he mqstljr 
by the Ganges, on which skulking thieves are 
son^etimes met with, but no robbers Wd enough to 
attack European boats. I should have much pre- 
ferred marching by land the whole way, as we at 
fint proposed, out I found it impossible to leave 
Calcutta before the weather would have become 
too hot for such a journey. At the commencement 
of the rains we shall set out, and boat it all the way 
to Cawnpoor. The boats are like houses, and as 
comfortable as -such things well can be ; but oar 
progress, by this method, will be very tedious and 
.wearisome, .compared with the amusement of a 
land journey with our tents and elephants. We 
shall, however, escape tlie rains, which is reckoaeid 
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the o^ unheaMhy season in Bengal, when every 
road is a puddle, and every field a maMh, aira 
every river a sea, and when the hot son, playing 
txn a vast surface of water and decayed vegetables, 
is regarded as the cause of almost all the diseases 
whifm are not brought on by intempcrknee and 

carelessness. 

« * * « • 

My morning rides are very pleasant ; my hcvse 
is a nice, quiet, good-tenqiered little Arab, who is 
so fearless that he goes, without starting, dose to 
an elephant, and so genlie and docile, that he eats 
bread out of my hand, and has almoit as much at- 
tachment and coaxing ways as a dog. This seems 
the usual character of the Arab m^rse, who (to 
judge from those I have seen in this country,) is 
not the fiery dashing animal I had supposec(, but 
vrith more rationality about him, and more ap« 
parent confidence in his rider, than the generality 
of £2nglish horses. The latter, however, bear the 
highest price here, fi'om their superior size, and 
power of going through more work. The Indian* 
jMirses are seldom gcod, and alwaytf iU-tempered 
and vicious; and it is the necessity of getting 
ibreign horsea which makes the expense so great 
as you have heard, while after all, m this climate, 
fixur hor s es will not do so much work as a pair in 
England' . 

Believe me, my dear Mother, 

Your affectionate son. 

t rejoioe to hear that Mr. Fuller is coming out 
as Qiief Justice. He is a kind and worthy man, 
and will, I think, be very popular here, as well as 
be an agreeable and firiendly neighbour to us. 
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JVpmi a OetUUman in Parity to a Friend in Emgm 

land,*. 

March 90, 16-~. 

fiir— I received two of yours in Rouen, wiUi 
the bills of ezchanffe there incldsed ; and afioord- 
mg to your directtons I sent you those things 
which you wrote for. 

I un now newly come to Paris, this hnge ma- 
ffaxine of men, the epitome of this large populous 
kingdom, and rendezvous of all foreigners. The 
■tructures here are indifferently fidr, thoog^h the 
streets generally foul all four seasons of the yw ; 
winch I impute first to the position of the city, 
being built upon an isle (the Isle d[ France, made 
BO by the branching and serpentine course of the 
river of Seine), and having some of her suburbs 
seated hi^h, the filth runs down the channel, and 
settles in many places within the body of the d^, 
which lies upon a flat; as also fi>r a world m 
coaches, carta, and horses <^ all sorts, that go to 
*uid firo perpetually, so that sometimes one shall 
meet with a stpp half a mile long of those coaches, 
carts, and horses, that can move neither fiirward 
Bor backward, by reason of some sudden encounter 
of others coming a cross-way ; so that often times 
it will be an hour or two before they can disenr 
tangle. In such a stop the great H«nry was so 
fiitdly slain by Ravillac. Hence comes it to pass, 
that this town (for Paris is a town, a city, and an 
university) is always dirty, and it is such a dirt, 
that by perpetual motion is beaten into such Uaek, 
unctuous oil, that where it sticks no art can wash 
it off of some colours; insomuch, that it may be 
no improper comparison to say, that an ill name is 
Uke the cmt (the dirt) of Paris, which is indelible; 
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besides the stain this dirt leaves, it gives also so 
strong a scent, that may be smelt many miles off^ 
if the win<i be in one*s face as he comes fiom the 
fiesh air of the country ; this may be one cause 
why the plague is always in some comer or other 
of this vast city, which may be called, as once 
Scythia was, vagina populorum, or (as mankind 
was called by a great philosopher) a great mole- 
hill of -ants ; yet I believe this city is not so popu- 
lous as she seems to be, for her form being round 
(as the whole kingdom is) the passengers wheel 
about, and meet onener than they used to do in 
the long continued streets of London, which makes 
London appear less populous than she is indeed ; 
so that London for length (though not for latitude), 
including Westminster, exceeds Paris, and hath in 
Michaelmas term more souls moving within her 
In all places. It is under one hundre^ years that 
Paris is become so sumptuous and strong in build- 
ings ; for her houses were mean, until a mine of 
white stone was discovered hard by, which /uns 
in » continued vein of earth, and is dig^ged out 
with ease, being sofl, and is between a white clay 
and chalk at first : but being pulleyed up with the 
open air, it receives a crusty kind of hardness, and 
00 becomes perfect freestone ; and before it is 'sent 
np from the pit, they can reduce it to any form : 
of this stone the Louvre, the king's palace, is built, 
which is a vast fabric, for the gallery wants not 
much of an Italian niile in length, and will easily 
lodge 3000 men ; which, some told me, was tbe^ 
end for which' the last king made it so big ; that, 
lying at the fag-end of this great multinous city, 
if she perchance should rise, the king might pour 
«mt of the Louvre so many thousand men unawares 
into the heart of her. 
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I am lodfged here hard by the BMtHe, htirau— 
il is fiuthoBt off fitMn those places where the ISmg*, 
liah resort: fori woaldcooatogetaliitlelangvage 
as soon as I ooald. m my neizt, I shall impait 
luto you what state-news France a£brds; in 
the hiimim, and always, I am your hnmUe 
▼ant 



JVam the Same to anotker Friend, 

May 12th, 16-^ 

I am to set forward this week lor Spain, and if 
I can find no oonmiodity of embarkation^ at St 
Maloes, I most be forced to journey it all the way 
by land, and clamber up the huge Pyrenee hills ; 
but I ooqld not bid Parii adieu, till I had convey- 
ed my true and constant respect to you by this 
letter. I was yesterday to wait upon Sir Herbert 
CroAs at St Germains, where I met with a French 
gentleman, who, amongst other curiosities which 
ne fdeased to show me up and down Paris, brought 
me to that place where the late king was slain, 
and to that where the marquis of Ancre was diot ; 
and so made me a punctual relation of all the cir> 
cumstances of those two acts, which in regard 
they were rare, and I believe two of the notablest 
accidents that ever happened in France, I thought 
it worth the labour to make you partaker of some 
part of his discourse. 

France, as all Christendom besides (for there 
was then a truce betwixt Spain and the Holland- 
em), was in a profound peace, and had continued 
■o twenty years together,* when Henry lY. fell 
upon some great martial design, the bottom where- 
or is not Imown to this day ; and being rich (for 
he had heaped up in the Bastile a mount of gtold 
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Aat WM as high as a lanoe), he levied a huge 
army of ^,000 men, whence came the aong, 
''T^ King of France with forty thousand 
men ;*Vand upon a sudden he put his army in per- 
fect equipage, and some say he invited our Prince 
Henry to come to him to be a sharer in his ex- 
ploits. But going one afternoon to the Bastile» to 
see his treasure and ammunition, his coach stop- 
ped suddenly, by reason of some colliers and other 
carts that were in that street; whereupon one ](a- 
yillae, a lay Jesuit (who had a whol^ twelve-month 
.watched an opportunity to do the act), put his foot 
bcrfdly upon one of, the wheels of the coach, and 
with a long knife stretched himself over jtheir 
shoulders who were >in the boot of the ooach, and 
reached the king«tthe end, and stabbed him fight 
in the left side to the heart, and pulling out the 
frtal steel he doubled his thrust, tiie king with a 
ruthful voice cried out, Je auia Uessi (I am hurt), 
and suddenly the blood gushed out at his mouth. 
.The re^cide villain was apprehended, and com- 
mand given that no violence should be offered him, 
that he might be res^ved for the law, and some 
exquisite torture. The queen grew half distracted 
hereupon, who had been crowned queen of France 
the dav before in great triumph ; but in a few 
days aner she had something to countervail, if not 
to overmatch, her sorrow ; for according to St 
Lewises law, she was made queen-regent of France, 
during the king*s minority, who was then but about 
ten years of age. Many consultations were held 
how to punish Ravillac, and there were some Ita- 
lian physicians that undertook to prescribe a tor- 
ment, that should last a constant torment fer three 
days; but he escaped only with 1hi&— his body 
was pulled between four horses, that one might 
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b0ur hit bones enckfindafWr the dieloeatiflii. tfaiy 
wen eeC ■gaiii;««nd eo hewu carried in. a e«rt» 
■tiniling lulf naked, with a torch in that haooA 
which had committed the murder, and in the ^ace 
where the act was done it was cut o£^ and a gaimt* 
let of hot oil waa clapped upon the stiunp to staunch 
the hlood ; whereat be gave a doleful ^uiek : then 
was he brought upon a stage, where a new pair 
of boots was provided foi hun, half filled with 
boiling oil ; then his body was pincered, and hot 
oil pcrared into the holes. In all the eztnemily of 
this torture fie scarce showed any sense of pain; 
but when the gauntlet was clapped upcni his arm, 
to staunch the flux at that time of reeking blood, 
he gave a shriek only. He bore np agamst aO 
these torments about three, hours befi»B he died. 
All the confession that could be drawn firom him 
was. That he thought to have done God good ser- 
viee^ to take away that king which would have 
embroiled all Christendom in aniendleas war. 

A Altai thing it was that France should have 
three of her kings come to such violent deaths in 
80 short a revolution of time. Henry II., running 
at tilt with M. Montgomery, was killed by a spUn- 
ter of a lance that pierced his eye ; Henry IIL not 
long after was killed by a young fiiar, who, in lieu 
of a letter which he pretended to have for him, 
pulled out of his long sleeve a knife, and thrust it 
into. his* body , and so dispatched him; but that re- 
gicide was hacked to pieces in the place by the 
noUes. The sfune destiny attended pM king by 
Bavillac, which is become now a conun<m name 
oT reproach and infamy in France. 

Never was a king so much lamented as this; 
there are a world not only of his pictures, but sta« 
tues up and down France ; and there is scaroe « 
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fMorket town but hath him erected Ib the market 
jphoe^ or over some gate, not upon sign-poets, as 
onr Henry VIIL; and by a. puUic act ox parlia 
ment, which was confirmed in the consistory ^^ 
Rome, he was entitled Henry the Great, and so 
placed in the temple of Immortality. . A, notable 
prince he was, and of an admirable temper of body 
and mind , he had a graceful fax^tious way to gain 
both love and awe : he would be never transported 
"beyond himself with choler, but.he would pass by 
any thing with some repartee, some witty strain, 
wherein he was excellent. I will instance in a &w 
which were told me from a good hand. One day 
he was charged by the duke of Bouillon to have 
changed his religion, he answered, ** No, cousin, I 
have dumged no 'religion^ but an opinion :" and « 
the cardinal of Perron being by, he enjoined hinr 
to write a treatise for his vindication : the cardinal 
was long about the work, and when the king ask&d 
£rom time to time where his book was, he would 
still answer him. That he expected some manu- 
scripts from Rome before he could fbiish it. It 
happened, that one day the king took the'cardinal- 
along with him to look on his workmen and new 
buildings at the Louvre; and passing i>y one cor- 
ner which had been a long time begyn, but left 
unfinished, the king asked the chief mason why 
that comer was not all this while perfected ? '^'Sir, 
it Is because I want some choice marble." — ^^Ko, 
no,** said the king, looking upon the cardinal, ** it 
is because thou wantest manuscripts from Rome.** 
Another time when at the siege of Amiens, he hav- 
ing s^t £>r the Count of Soissons (who had 100,000 
firimcs a year pension from the crown to assist him 
in those wars,) and that the count excused himself 
by re^uwn of his years and poverty, having exhausts 
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•d hiiiiaelf in the fermer wan, and all that lie 
eoald do now was to pray for^ majesty, whifih 
lie would do heartily : this ansiwer being' broaiflit 
to the king, he replied, ** Will my cousin, the Cotint 
of Soissons, do nothing else bnt pray fior me 7 tdl 
hira, that nniTer withmit lasting is not ayailable; 
llwiefore I wiU make my ooosin &8t also fitun his 
pension of 100,000 fer snmim.** 

He was onoe troubled with a fit of tiie gout; 
and the Spanish Ambassador coming then to visit 
him, and saying he was sorry to see his majesty 
BO lame, he answered, ** As lame as I am, if there 
were occasion, your master the king of Spain 
should no sooner l^ve his foot in the stirrup but 
he should find me on horseback.** 

By these few you may guess at the genius of 
this sprightly prince : I could make many m(»e 
instances, but Uien I should exceed the bounds of 
a letter. When I am in Spain you shall hear fiir. 
ther fitHn me ; and if you can think on any thii^ 
wherein I mar serve you, believe it, sir, that any 
employment m>m ytm shall be welcome to your 
much obliged servant 



Frm^ iht Same in Baredona, to a Friemd in Bug" 

land* 

Nov. 10, 16—. 

My dear Tom — ^I had no sooner tet foot upon 
this soil, and breathed Spanish air, but my thougfati 
presently reflected upon you ; of all my friends iu 
England, you were the first I met here ; you were 
the prime object of my speculation; methought 
the veiy wincb in gentle whiq>ers did breatb^ oat 
your, name and blow it on me ; j^ou seemed to fe- 
varberate upon me witii the beams of the suoi 
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'idncfa yoa know halh soeh a powerful inflqenoe, 
aiid immed too great a stroke in this oountry. And 
ail this 700 most ascribe to the operations of love, 
which lias soch a strong yirtual force, that when 
It fisteneth upon a pleasing subject, it sets the 
iTF»*f"»^"" in a strange fit •of working, it employs 
aU the fiiculties of the soul, so that not one odl in 
tiie brain is idle ; it busieth the whole inward man ; 
it afiects the hea^t, amuseth the understanding ; it 
qqjckeneth the ftncy, and leads the will as it were 
by a 8ilken4hread tQ,co-operate them bU; I have 
C^t these motions often in me, eiqieciallj at this 
tuDbe ^hat mj memory is fixed on yotL But the 
reason that I fell first upon you in Spain was, that 
I remember I had heard you often discoursing how 
you have received part of your education here, 
which brought you to speak the language so ex- 
actly well. I think often of the relations I have 
heard you make of this country, and the good in- 
•tructian you pleased to give me. 

I am now in Barcelona, but the next week I in- 
tend to go on through your town of Valmitia to 
Alicant, and thence you shall be sure to hear from 
me further, for I make account to winter there. 
The Duke of Ossuna passed by here lately, and 
hanng got leave of grace to release some slaves, 
he went aboard the Cape galleys, and passing 
through the churma of daves, he asked divers or 
them what their offences were ; every one excused 
himself; one saying, That he was put in out of 
malice, another by bribery of the judge, but all of 
them unjustly ; among the rest there was one lit- 
tle sturdy black man, and the Duke asking him 
what he was in fi»r, ''Sir,*' said he, ** I cannot deny 
hut I am justly put in here, fi>r I wanted money, 
•ad so took a purse hard by Tarmgone, to keep 
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■M from itarving.'* The duke, with & JitUe steiF 
hd had in liif hand, gave him two er three blows 
«pon the ahoulden, saying, ** Yea rogue, what do 
you do amongst ao man^ honest innooent men 1 
get vou flone out of their company;** so he was 
need, and the rest remained still iiuteto gup jw^Mis, 
to tag at the oar. 

I pray commend me to Signior CamiUo, and 
Maaalor, with the rest of the ^netians with you; 
and when you go aboard the shjp behind the Ck- 
ohange, thmk upon yours. • 



Frcm th€ Same in VaUntia to a Friend. 

March Ist, 16—^ 

Sir— Though it be the same glorious sun that 
shines upon you in England, which illominates 
also this part of the hemisphere : though it be the 
sun that ripeneth your pippins, and our pomegra- 
nates ; your hops, and our Tineyards here ; yet he 
dispenseth his heat in difier^it degrees of stroigth; 
those rays that do but warm you in Snglanc^ do 
half roast us here ; those beams that irradiate only 
and gild your honey-suckle fields, do scorch and 
parch this chinky gaping soil, and so put too many 
wrinkles upon the &ce of our common mother the 
earth. O blessed clime, O happy England, where 
there is such a rare temperature of heat and col4 
and all the rest of elementary qualities, that one 
may pass (and suffer little) all the year long, with- 
out either shade in summer, or fire in winter. 

I am now in Valentia, one of the noblest cities 
in all Spain, situate in a large vega or valley, above 
sixty miles compass : here are the strongest silki^ 
the sweetest Ajies,th6 ezcellentest almonds, and 
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tlie best oils. The yeiy brute animals make thein- 
aelTes beds of roeenuuy, and other fragrant flow- 
era, hereabouts ; and when one is at sea, if the 
wind blow from the shore, he may smell this soil 
beifi>re he oome in sight of it, many leagues off, by 
the strong odoriferous scent it casts. As it is the 
most pleasant, so it is also the most temperate dimjB 
of aU Spain ; and they commonly call it the se« 
cond Italy, which made the Moors, whereof many 
tiioasands were disterred and banished henee to 
Barbary, to tflink that paradise was in that part 
of the nea¥ens which hung over this city. Some 
twelve miles off is old Segunto, called now Mor- 
iriedre, through which I passed, and saw many 
monuments cS* Roman antiquities there; amongst 
others, there is the temple dedicated to Venus. No 
mote now, but that I heartily wish you were with 
me, and I believe you would not desire to be a 
good while in £2ngland. So I am yours. 



From ike Same in Alieant to a Friend in Eng- 

land, 

March S7th, 16^. 

I am now (thanks be to God) come to Alieant, 
tke chief rendezvous I aimed at in Spain ; for I am 
to send hence a commodity called barilla to Sir 
Robert Mansel, for making of crystal glass ; and 
I have treated with Sigmor Andriotti, a Genoa 
merchant, for a good roimd parcel of it, to the va- 
lue of 2,000Z. by letters of credit from master Ri- 
chant; and upon his credit I might have taken 
many thousand pounds more, he is so well known 
in the kingdotn of Valehtia. This barifla in a 
strange kind of vegetable, and it grdws nowhere 
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die Mirfto0 of the earth in that peifeetion, ■■ 
here. The Vemtiaiia half» it hence, and ft ia a 
eommodity whereby this maritime town doth part* 
ly anbaiat ; for it ia an insrredient that goes to tlie 
making ef the beat Caatile aoap. It growa thna : 
Itia a roond thick earthly ahrub that bean bemeB 
like barberriea, betwixt bine and green; it lies 
domyto the groond, and when it ia ripe they di^ 
it up by the roots, and put it together in ooeka, 
where they leave it to dry many days like hay ; 
then they make a pit of a fathom deq^in the eartii, 
and with an inatrument like one of our proog^ 
they take the tuffii and put fire to tii^n, and when 
the flame cornea to the berries, they melt and dis. 
scrfve into an azure liquor, and ftll down into Uie 
pit till it be fhll ;*when they dam it up, and aome 
days after they open it, anJrand this barilla juiee 
tamed to a blue stone, so hard that it is scarcely 
malleable ; it in sold at one hundred crowns a toB, 
but I had it for less. There is also a sporious 
flower called gasull, that grows here, but the glaas 
that b made of that is not so resplendent and dear. 
I have been here now these three momtha, and moat - 
of my food hath been grapes and bread, with other 
roots, which have made me so flit that I think if 
jFou saw me yon would hardly know me, such no- 
triture this deep sanguine Ahcant grape gives. I 
have not reoeiyed a syllable fi'om you sinoe I was 
in Antwerp, which transforms me to wonder and 
engenders odd thoughts of jealousy in me, Jhat as 
my body grows flitter, your love grows lanker to- 
wards me. I pray take oflT these seruplea, and let 
me hear from you, else it will make a schism in 
fitendship, which I hold to be a veryhcAj leagpe^ 
and no less than a piacle to infringe it ; m which 
opinion I rest your constant fiiend. 
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MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 



jFVom a Journeyman TVadefman to his Intended 

Wife. 

March 6th; 18 — 

Dear Mary — Ever since I have been out of my 
time, I have been in love with you, and I have no 
doubt you must have perceived my passion was 
sincere. Indeed, Mary* I am continually thinking^ 
about you, and I find it impossible to express how 
dearly I love you. I have often designed to do so, 
but was always afraid to open my mind when an 
opportunity presented itself. However, I have 
now done so, and I hbpe you will not be cruel to 
me, as I am sure I could never live to see you in 
the arms of another. 

You know that I am sober, and that I can earn 
nine dollars a week, which, added to what I have 
saved, will enable us to live with comfort I hope 
jaa. will duly consider this, and consent to be mine, 
or I must be miserable for life. 

On Sunday I shall have the happiness of passing 
the day with you : oh ! that you may resolve to 
grant me that happiness for life. 

Blzpecting your answer, I am, dear Mary, 
^ Your truly affectionate lover. 

The Young Woiman''$ Answer* 

March 8th, 18—. 
Bear James — Your affectionate letter demands 
a serious answer. I have, as you imagine, long 
th^mght that you lo^ e4 mc^ nor have I any objec- 
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IMD to the marria^ state, wliich, if entered into 
with a proper view of its importance, must be pro- 
ductive of happiness. I^ therefore, you feel as- 
rared that your passion for me is grounded cm dn- 
oerity, I can only say that in that case I shall not 
object, to your wishes. But, dear James, should 
you ever lose sight of your present sober habiti^ 
and become a £nnkard; or should you, as many 
wicked husbands' have done» treat me ill after yon 
hare got me; then, dear James, I should soon 
break my poor heart So do coosider, I beseech 
you, before you finally decide upon our union ; fer 
mdeed I could never live to be ill treated by. you, 
or to see the poor babes we may bring into exist- 
ence, consigned to ruin by their father. Observe, 
I by no means desire to attribute such conduct to 
you; on the contrary, I believe you love me too 
dearly to act in such a manner. I^ therefore, 
your^nind is fully made up, I shall not object On 
Sunday I shall expect to see yoo, when eyery thing 
can be settled between us. 

I am. 

Your sincere well-wisher. 



From a Young Man eommenein^ Business in New 
Yorkt to hu intended ¥^fe vn the Country, 

May90tli,18-^ 

My dear Anne — I am now settled in bnsinesB in 
this city, where, if I may judge from appearances, 
I shall do well, my worthy undo having preuirted 
me with a considerable stock, and fhrmshla my 
house in a genteel manner. 

Thus circumstanced, I soon found how neces- 
sary it would be for me to provide a mistress for my 
house, and consequently yentured to inform my 
dear uncle of my love for you. ^ Judge of my hspi- 
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(MiMss, when this dear mvi approved of my wishM, 
by desiring that I would write and request your 
immediate consent ^ Say then, my channing girl, 
will you accept my hand ? Remember, t£it by 
so doing, you will make me the most happy of 
men ; but, by refusing, you wilT render me raiseri 
able. I have sent you herewith a few articles, of 
which I entreat your acceptance, though they are 
by no means equal tq^your merit. 

My j&iends unite in best respects to you; and, 
hoping for a favorable answer, 

I am, my love, 

. Yours affectionately. 

The Aruwer. 

June 3d, IS—. 

Sir — You are too v^H acquainted with the state 
of n^ heart to doubt that I love you, and you know 
thatUie only objection I ever made originated in 
. he conviction of my own humble circumstance. 
The concurrence of yout kind friends to our mar- 
riage, obviates the whole strength of this argu- 
ment, but I still am too sensible of the. diflbrence 
between our relative situations, to wish you to 
throw yourself away upon me. Indeed, sir, I love 
you too well to desire it Remember, you are a 
gentleman by birt^, and, by the goodness of your 
uncle, placed in a most respectable situation, in 
which wealth and hoaour latcy crown your exer- 
tions. On tiie contrary, I am the only daughter 
of poor parents, who^ notwithstanding Uieirpover- 
ty, contrived to ^ve me a decent emication; but 
•this was aU, and more than' they could well do. — 
Reflect then, sir, hotw extreme^ disproportionate 
our union would be, and endei^our to bimish my 
image from your mind. 
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I iImII leaTe the result Uy you, and abide by your 
decision. Permit me to assure you how sensible I 
«m of the honour you have shown me, in thinkiiig 
me worthy to be your wife, and that I shall bo 
ever duly grateful for it Hoping for your own 
adTAatage, you will attend to what I have said, 

I am, dear sir. 

Your faithful friend. 



Tke Ynmg Man propotes Marriage. 

June 6tta, 17-s 

My sweet Girl — My love for you has ever been 
unbounded, but your last letter has greatly in- 
creased it, nor can I consent to resign so much 
worth and loveliness. 

If, therQfi>ie, you love me, make no more objec- 
iiasis ; tut, by becoming the wife of your lover, 
insure his happiness. To what superior purpose 
can wealth ana connexions be applied, tkan thai of 
making those participate in their enjoyments who 
merit every thing by their uncommon virtnes? 
No, my AtmS;" you 'would add additional lustre to 
the most splendid station ; and happy indeed do I 
consider myself in the possession of your love. 

My uncle perused yoqr letter, and, like his'ne- 
phew, is more fascinated with you than ever. He 
truly says, that in possessing tfuch a Wife, I shall 
be happier than I deserve. 

Every thing being therefore determined, I shall 
come for yon on the third day iirom hence, and on 
the iburth shall seal our' eternal union. Yes, my 
an^el, then will our inutual ha|l|>ines8 be decided. 
Adieu, my love ! 

» * I ant, 

^ Yours sincerely. 



I 
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Tke Young WmnaiCa Answer. 

Jane 7th, 1»~. 

Dear Sir — ^Your affectionate letter demands an 
immediate answer; I can only say, that Jour 
wishes shall be mine, and I trust no part of my 
conduct will cause you to regret the distinction 
TOQ have cqnfcrred upon me, and which I ceilain- 
ly had no reason to expect. However, it shall he 
my constant study ftithfully to discharge the du- 
ties of that station to which you, with uflezampled 
love, are about to elevate me. 

I have - shown your aifectionate letter to ooy 
kind parents, who have only their prayers and 
blessings to present us with. They are Relighted 
witii the warmth of your Aqgre ; yet, like myself^ 
they are fearfiil, lest you overlook the disparity 
between us. However, the whole I can <^io is to 
redouble my exertions in liie promotion of your 
inteFesti «iid in that way endeavour to make up to 
you Sot my want of fortune. 

I have oitl|r to ad^, my dear sir, that I shall be 
•glad to receive you ai the time you have thought 
proper to mention. 

With grateful respects to your excellent uncle, 
Believe me ever to be 

Your faithful and too happy. 
» »■ 

JFVom a Yfning Man about commencing Business, 
to a Female, ihe-^Qiject i^ his Aeq^inkance, 

Oetaker ISth, Id—. 
My dearest Emily — It is with sincere pleasure 
I inform you, tjiat my wilthy fatlier has taken a 
house and fihc|> for me, and tfaiat, through his kind- 
ness, r shall in a few weeks, commence business 
for myself^ My earnest cfibrts shall be exerted to 



* 
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nuke the tn Wf praeperous, and I doubt not but I 
■haQ be racoessfbl: with rach prospects befiiro 
me, ooe would think that I ooght to be contented. 
Shall I my, I covet more? Yes, dear Bmily-^ 
there is sttU a something must be added before I 
can think myself the happy being others consider 
me^— That something 18-^ good wife. With that 
to make him comfortable, £e man b little to be 
enyied who seeks pleasure abroad — itis her smiles, 
her love, that make home indeed a home. I hope, 
then, dearest Emily, you will stikt no objectioa 
to my plan ; but consent to moke me happy. I 
sHall await your answer impatiently, bat in good 
hope. 

Belier^ me, dear girl, 

Your ever afifectioiiats. 



H^ Answer, 

Oetoter, 19th 18-. 
Dear Thomas — ^I sincerely congratulate you on. 
your good prospects, and add my earnest .prayers 
for your success. As to mysd^ it would be in- 
deed ungrateful were I to make jmy objections to 
an ofier which shows the greatest kindness on ^our 
part, and which studies mv happiness and feelings 
at the same time ; I have therefere nb more to say, 
than that I leave all arraitgements in your hand, 
and in return will endeavoufvto do my best to 
please. 

I am,4Qar Thomas, 

Yours aflbctionately. 
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Fi^nn a Countrywoman toith a large Family ^ to 
a Respeetdbh Lady in the NeigJmurhood, eoli- 
citing a Situationfir one of her Daughters* 

July ttb, 18—. 

Respeeted Madam — ^I trust yon will excuse the 
liberty I take in intruding op. your notice ; but 
your known kindness, and the pressure of a large 
^uanify, together with my natural anxiety to pro- 
mote their w^ire, have induced me to trouble 
YOU. I have, madam, four daughters, the eldest 
18 seventeen, and the next fifteen ; they are good, 
hancfy girls, brought up to habits of industry, and 
anxious to assist, by their own exertions, towards 
their own maintenance. Could you kindly recom* 
mend them, or either of them, to any lady of your 
acquaintance, they would make, I doubt not, 
good servants. I should feel the obligation to 
the latest moment of my life ; and I am sure 
m.y girls, from a grateful sense of your kind- 
ness, would do their^ best to prove their grati- 
tude. 

I remain, madam, 

. Your homUe servant 



TheAnnoer 

July 8tb, 18—. 

Madam— I received your letter, and am truly 
happy it is in m power to assist so wortiiy a &- 
mily. A lady of my acquaintance in New York, 
is in want of a nursery maid ; a&d I have recom- 
mended yomr eldest daughter to her. I shaU give 
yon a call in a day or two, when I will leave a 
card of the lady^s address, and should wish to see 
that prc^wr arrangements are made for your 
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davgliter*s departure ; for I should like her. mp- 
paanmce in her new situation to be such 9» would 
best eoiiduce to her future welfare. If she should 
nquire a little assistance, I should have no ob- 
jectioii to help her. 

I am. 

Your sincere weU-wSsfaer. 



fVon a Servant in iVeio York^ to her Par^O* in 

the Country, 

Auf uflV dth, 18—. 
Dear Mother and Father*-! take the fir^ op- 
portunity of writing to inform you that I arrived 
safe ; and I have me pleasure also to add, thai I 
am happily settled in the family Mrs. Woodfidl 
was so Kind as to recommend me to. My mis- 
tress and master are rery kind to me ; they have 
three children, two boys and one girl; Charles 
William is six years old ; Amelia is four ; and lit- 
tie Alfred but twenty months. I have them dur- 
ing the greater part of the day ; and I have been 
BO fortunate yet as to give satisfaction ; I hope I 
may continue to do so ; for I assure you I cdiaU 
try my best to please. Do not forget to give mr 
humble respects to Mrs. WoodfaS, and thank 
her for her Idnd^ss ; my dear fiither and mother 
will accept m^ love, and give the same to my 
brothers and sisters ; tell them I shall send some 
useful little presents when I receive my quarter's 
money; and you may depend, my dear mother 
and ftther, I shall not .forget you. I remain in the 
best health, which I hope all of you enjoy. 

I am, dear parents. 

Your afiectionate daughter 
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7%e Parents* Reply. - 

August 13tb, 1&~. 

Dear Daughter — ^We received your affectionate 
letter, and we blessed God for giving us so good a 
ohild. It gives us grettt pleasure to hear you are 
so comfortable, and we pray to heaven every night 
to enable you to continue your good resolutions. 
Hehave kindly to the children under your care, 
pay the greatest attentions to their little wants, 
•&nd, above all, always keep them dean ; you will 
then make their parents your best friends, and 
secure a good character ; and that, my dear giri, 
is indeed a. fortune; Be civil and obliging to your 
fellow-servants, but never so familiar as to indulge 
in idle gossip; and, whatever you hear or se^, 
nerver repeat to any one, either in or out of the 
house, any thing that passes, either with or about 
jour mistresa or any one pise. In your behaviour 
to the other sex, be modest and circumspect ; a 
very little more than mere civility towards them 
will lead on to familiarities, which, if not timely 
checked, may end in your ruin her& and hereafter. 
But your good conduct at home gives little room 
for much fear on this account ; still, as New York 
is a large place, and the dangers to which young 
thoughtless women are exposed, so many and so 
various, you cannot be too cautious. Your sis- 
ters and brothers return their love to you, and we 
all hope to hear from you soon. 

With our earnest prayers for your happiness and 
•access, we remain. 

Dear daughter. 

Your affectionate pareats. 
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F)rom a CotMby Labouring BSm to a Genilemam 
til the meigkSourhood, MoUdHng a sitoofton far 

Alt iSML 

• '^peptember 9U1, 18—. 

Honoored Sir — ^I have flBtth^ liberty to write 
to yon, which I hope j<m wm excose ; I have foar 
childien : my eldest boy is now twelve years of 
age ; he is a sharp, ajetive lad, anxious^ to go into 
the world, and earn his own liviDg. Should yon, 
air, or any gentleman of your acquaintance, be in 
want of such a lad, it would be rendering us all a 
■ervioe, which I hope ^e should ever remember 
with gratitude. He can make himself useful either 
in waiting at table, in cleaning knives and shoes, 
running m errandj, or attending in the stable ; in- 
deed he is handy at most thin^ either in or put 
of the house. I have brought him up to fear God, 
and be honest ; and I hope he wiU never disgrace 
either rae or himself. 

Waiting your kind answer, I remain. 

Honoured sir. 

Your humble servant 



The OenUeman^e Anetoer, 

September 10th, 18—. 

Friend Rodger-^Tou may bring your son here 
next Monday morning, between eight and nine 
o'clock ; and if he really answers your recommend- 
ation, we can, Ldare say, find something for him 
to do ; and if he should turn out a good lad, he 
shall not want a friend. 

I am, 

■ Yours truly. 
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JFVom a Parent in the Country^ to her Daughter' a 
Servant in New York, 
^ « March 9th, 1&—. 

Dear Daughter — ^We liave not heard from yon 
so lonpr, that we lire aftaid^jou are ill, for we would 
not willingly think you had forgotten us ; your ^ 
ther and myself feel anxious at all times to know 
how you go on, and particularly so at present, for 
you have arrived at an a^e when youth- generally 
think themselves perfecuy capahle of conduc^g 
themselves with the greatest propriety, when in 
fact there is perhaps no time of life at which they 
are less ci^ble of doing so. The world is full of 
temptations, and in New York, above all parts, 
those dangers abound, perhaps unde^ more deceit- 
ful, more attractive appearances; but with equal, 
if not more dangerous consequences. Pleasure 
there puts on her most enticing forms, and old and 
young, rich and poor, follow eager in her train. It 
18 then that youth, particularly females, are in real 
danger, and it is then they thmk thciy are in least 
Bat the experience of maturer years will convince 
them of this truth ; and if they be wise in time, 
and be prudent in youth, they may expect to enjoy 
an honourable and happy old age. We shall wish 
to hear from you as soon as you can find an op- 
portunity ; meantime I remain, with sincere wishes 
for your happiness and welfare. 

Your affectionate mother. 



The Daugkter*9 Answer* 

March Utfa, !»-. 
Dear Parents— Ifiour letter makes me feel how 
ungratefully I have acted, but, believe me, my detfr 
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pttcnto, it wu more for the want of thought than 
from any intention to slight either of you, to whom 
I am wider so many obBgations ; your kind cau- 
tiooa, my dear mother, are, I knoy, intended for 
my gooi, and I hope I ahaH never forget them so 
ma<£ or lose sight of my duty in such a manner 
as to give you any real cause of uneasiness. My 
mistress still behaves very kind to me, and has 
promised me a week*s holiday ; vrhich I mean to 
devote to seeing you ; I shall write you word when 
and how I shall come home. 

I have inclosed a little keepsake for mother, and 
•end a kiss and my kind love to my dear ^ther^ 
I remain, my dear parents. 

Your affectionate daughter. 



JFVinii a Younff Female in Service to her Parents^ 
Morming them of her having received an qjfer 
of Marriage, 

October 13ih, 18—. 

Dear Parents — I have before informed you that 
Mr. John Walker has behaved very kind to me, 
and been very particular in his attentions to me ; 
1 have now to triform you that, last Wednesdays 
he made proposals of marriage to me ; he told me 
that all was ready, and that he had a home to take 
me to. I would not give him a decisive answer 
until I had consulted you. His circumstances are, 
as you know, as comfortable as I have any right 
to expect to share; and he appears industrious, 
sober, and pru(fent, and bears a good 
amon? all his acquaintance. 

Waiting your early answer, I remain. 
Dear parents, « 

Your a^ctionate daughter- 



loustrious. 
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The Parent's Answer. > 

October 17tb, 18—. 

Dear Pnii^htrr iftrmr letter reached us last 
night, but so anxious are we to do every thinf in 
our power to promote your welfare, that neither 
your mother nor myself would go to rest till we 
bad written our answer. — ^We can have no objec- 
tion to your proposed union with Mr. Walker ; on 
the contrary, we r^oice in your good prospects, as 
we believe him to be every way deserving your 
love and esteem. We feel pleased at your mark 
of duty to us, and shall not forget it ; we have the 
power to do but little to assist you, but that little 
shall not be withheld. Your mother joins with 
me in love to yourself, and to Mr. Walker. We 
shall anxiously await your next letter, in which 
you can then state all the particulars. 
I remain, dear daughter. 

Your affectionaie fether. 



From a Working Man to a Respectable Trades- 
man in want of an Apprentice. 

October 29tb, IS—. 

Sir — I have taken the liber^ to apply to you, 
hearing that you are in want of an apprentice. I 
have two boys, the one twelve, and the other just 
turned fourteen years of age ; the latter has often 

expressed a wish to be a , and I wish him to 

fouow that business to which he feels most incli- 
nation, feeling convinced that it is the best way to 
make him a clever workman. (Should you, sir, 
have no objectian to receive my son under your 
care, I feel convinced you will nave no cause to 
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regret jour ehoioe, and wiU wait an yoa with my 
Mtt wX ukj time jroa may appoint. 

I am, sir. 

Your humUe lervaxit. 



The An$»er, 

Noyember Uh^ IS^. 

Sir— As I am in want of an apprentice, I can 
have no objection to aee yon and your aon : yon 
maT be with me on Monday morning next, at 
eight o'dook: and if I am eatisfied with his ap- 
pearanoe and manners, we ahaU have but little di£> 
nculty about terms. I shall expect a small pre- 
miumt the amount I can determine when I see 
you. 

I am, sir, 

Tours. 



Frtm a Young Man to a Female^ MolieUing jmt 
mtstton to pay his Addreooeo, 

November 82d, 18— w 
Detfr Maria — ^The pleasure I have experienced 
in your company, the few times I have been so 
happy, makes me anxious to solicit another, or ra- 
ther, many more such opportunities. I am so 
per&ctly pleased with what I have seen of you, 
that I entreat permission to cultivate a more mti- 
mate acquaintance. My oircumstaikoes are so ftr 
ocnnfifftable, as to warrant me- in any step of tiie 
kind I may feel inclined to pursue; and In the 
earnest hope that you will fkvour me with a khid 
answer, I subscribe myself 
Dear Maria, 

Your tru^yniflbctioiule. 
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The Amtoer. 

November 33d, 18—. 
Sir^-From the good opinion I liave of 7012, 1 can 
offer no reasonable objection to your propoeed ac- 
qoamtance; but at the same time, he6ae I give 
any further answer, I must request that yoif will 
''^iicit the permission of my parents : that obtain- 
ed, you will find no further objection, firom, 

-Sir, 

Your sincere well-wisher. 



From the Young Man fo her Parenti* 

November 85tb, 18—. 
Respected Friends — ^The few opportunities I 
htiYe had of observing the cpnduct of your amiable 
daughter Maria, ha& so completely answered the 
ezipectations I had formed of what the female 
ought to be who could make a man happy in the 
marriage-state, that I entreat your kind permission 
to pay my addresses to her ; t am in moderately 
^ood circumstances, and trust industry and atten- 
tion will keep me so ; my character will bear the 
strictest investigation, but, as I am almost a stran- 
ger to you, I wfll with pleasure give you any refer- 
ence you may require. Entreating your fiivour- 
able answer, 

I remaint dear friends, 

Your« very retpeetfiilfy. 



The Parent''9 Annoer, 

November STtli, 18— ^ 
My yoimg Friend^— You are not, perhaps, quite 
such a stranger as you think yourself; but what 
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. we do know of you, is to your credit : we have 
therefore not the least objection to whatyoa pur- 
poee, and shall be happy to see yon at our house 
on Sunday neit, to dinner ; whesn we will talk over 
the aflair. 

I remain, sir, 

Yours truly. 

Frmn a Poor Man teith a large FamUyt to a Ship- 
owner. 

November Slflt, 18—. 
Sir — ^I trust you will excuse the liberty I take 
in entreating ytmr kind notice for my eldest aon^ 
Charles, now fifteen years of age ; a stotit, hearty 
lad, and anjcious to become a sailor. Should you, 
sir, htve room in Mlher of your ships, I should foA 
grateful if you would allow me tagive you a call 
with my boy. 

I am, sir, 

Your htunble servant 



The Answer, 

•KFovenber S8tb, 18—. 
Sir—As I understand that there is room in 
several of my ships for a. lad or two, I have no 
objection to your calling with your son at my 
office. I shall be in the way at ten o'clock to- 
morrow inorning. 

I am, sir, 

Your humble servant 



JFVom a Person in t^e Country to his Friend in 
Philadelphia^ soliciting a Situation for his Son, 

-November aOtb, 18—. 
My dear Friend — My boyWiUiam is now fif 
teen and vcrf anxious to launcl> out into the world 
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I am also willing that be should now do some- 
thing fot himself, and therefore wish to second his 
endeavours. If you can hmr of «omething, do let 
me know, and .1 shall consider it as another act of 
firiendflhip conferred on 

Your sincere friend, 

And well-wisher. 
t :' 

7%« Answer, 

November Slat, 18—. 
Dear Friend — I received yours of yesterday, and 
in answer assure you I will use -toy best endeav- 
ours in your son*s behalK With kind remem- 
brances to all branches of your family, 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely. 

■ ' 
From an English Nobleman to his Son, 

• November Ist, 17—. 

Dear Boy — ^Let us return to oratoiy, or the art 
of speaking well ; which should never be entirely 
out of your thoughts, since it is so us^l in every 
part of life, and so absolutely necessary in most. 
A man can make no figure without it in parlia- 
ment, in the church, or^in the law ; and even in 
conunon conversation, a man that has acquired an 
easy and habitual eloquence, who speaks properly 
and accurately, will have a great advantage over 
those who speak incorrectly and inelegantly. 

The business of oratory, ifa I have told you be- 
fore, is to persuade people ; and you easily feel, 
that to please people is a great step towards per- 
suading them. You must then, consequently, be 
sensible how advantageous it is for a man who 
speaks in public, whether it be in parliament, in 



i 
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* the polpit, or at the l>ar, (that Ib, in the coorfB of 
lawO to pleaae his hearers so much as to gain tiieiir 
attention ; which he can ne?er do wkhont the hdp 
of oratory. It ia not enough to speak the language 
he speaks in, in its utmost purity, and according 
to the rules of-mmmar; but he must speak it 
elegantly;' that is, he must choose the best and 
most expcoasive words, and put them in the best 
.order. He should likewise adorn what he says by 
proper metaphors, similes, and other figures of 
rhetoric ; and he should entisren it, if he can, by 
quick and sfNTiAtly turns of wit For example, 
Bu^Boseyeu had a mind to ^rsuade Mr. Maittaire 
to give you a holiday* would you bluntly Fay to 
him * Give me a holiday ?' That would certainly 
not be the way to persuade him to it But you 
should endeavour int to please him, and gain his 
attention, by telling him, that your experience of 
his goodness and indulgence, encouraged you to 
ask a favour of him ; that if he should not think 
proper to grant it, at least you hoped he would not 
take it ill that you asked it Then you should tell 
him, what it was that you wanted ; that it was f 
holiday ; for which you should give your reasons, 
as, that you had such or such a ^mg to do, or such 
a place to go to. Then you might urge some argu- 
ments why he should not refuse you ; as, that yen 
have seldom asked that favour, and that you seldom 
WiH ; and that the mind may sometimes require a 
little rest from labour, as well as the body. This 
you may iUustrate by a similt; and say, that as 
the bow is the stronger for beins sometimes un- 
strung and unbent; so the mind will be capable 
of more attention, for being now and then easy 
and relaxed. 



MiscKi^LAmpDi urrmtB. S73 

This is a little omtioxiy fit for m6k a littfe oralAr 
ajr^ou ; bat^^however, It wiH majcd yoa un^ntand 
what is meant by oratory 'and eloquence; wliich 
btr to persuade. I hope yoa will InTe ttaX talent 
hezeaner in great matteni, 



From the Same to the Samw. 

April Mth, 17—. . 

Dear Boy— ^If you feel half the pleasure ftum 
the oonscioasnesB of doing weD, that I do firon^ the 
inlbrmation I have lately received in your ftvour, 
firom Mr. Haarte, I shall hare little occasion to ex- 
faoort er admonish you any more to do what yonr 
own satisfiietien and ^f-Iove will snfficiently 
pcompt you tOw Mr. HdRI tells me ,that you at- 
tend, that yoa apply to your studies ; and tnati be- 
«nninff to understand, you be^in to taste them. 
This peasure will increase and keep pace with 
ymir attention ; so that the balance will be greatly 
to your a^vantaipe. You may remember, th&t I 
hste eaniieatly reoomxhended to you, to -do what 
yoa are about, be tiiat what it wul ; aad to do no- 
thing else at tiie same time. Do not imagine that 
I nleian 1^ this that you should attend to and plod* 
at your book aU day long; far from it: I mdan 
that you should have your pleasures too ; and that 
ywt should attend to them, fyr the time, as much 
as yoHT stndies ; and if you do not attend equally 
to both, you will neithOT have improvement nor 
■atisiaction Stem, ettber. A man is fit for neither 
Im si ne BS nor pleasure, who either cannot or does 
net oommand and direct his ^tttentian to tiie pfe- 
sent object, and in some degree banish, finr that 
time, all o^er objects ftom fis thonghts. If at a 

la 
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COMFUlilENTAllT 

CARDS AND NOTES 



Mn. Vernoii pfeientB her oomptimeiifii tp Min Ald^ 
ridge, and requests the honour of her company to • 
tea and t»rd party, on Wednesday aftenioon. 

16, Arch Street, 
Tuesday twon, 

MiBB Aldridge ^resente her respects to Mm. Vemon, 
and accepts her kind invitation vnih pleasure. 
16, Ch^snwt Street, 
Tuesday noon. 

Miss Aldndge inesenis her respects to Mrs. Vernon, 
and regrets that a pre-engage|||ent prevents her accept- 
ance of her polite invitation. 

Winiun Beniley presents his respectful compiEmenta 
to Bfiss wMmr, and trusts she hu eiperienced no in 



■oonsequences from her last evening's fiitigue at the 
assembtv. 



Miss Weolgar finds herself greatly obliged by Mr 
Bentftey'a kiiu inquiries, and is happy to infimn him 
Hiat she la perfectly welL 

Afiss Wixdgar is greatly obliged to Mr. BeaHefa 
kind inquiiy, and is sorry to a^y uiat she suflers under 
a severe coldy m oqpequonce of the last evening'a 
amusement ■ • 

»— — ^— ~i^ ■ I III! I 

AM«— Complimentary Cards must always have Qi0 ad* 
dress, isc at bottom, similar to the two first. 
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Bfr^ W« pnwnli hip ooinpfaneiili to MDr. &, snd 
Ib|w% if afr. & » diMmmedT^ be ivffl dine with 
him OQ Moodaiy nejx, at oelf-past three o*docL 

Bfr. & preemti hit raqieoli to Mr. W., and wiQ 
«Tetl hiwiiiilf of his kind inviiatiaa with plaeaiive. 



Blr.8. NgretoAat in djeporiti o n win prareoA him 
the honour of diniiv with Mr. W oo Monday next. 



Mim Dudley's oompHmenti to Blrs. 'Windsor, and wiU 
be obliged by ber company to dinner on Thunday 
next, at three o'clock. 

Mbb. Wmdsor's compliments to filia Dudley, and is 
Sony that a pro-engagement ibr Tliunday nei^ com- 
pels bar to decline her very polito invitatioa. 



Mrs. Windsor presents ber respeotfbl complimenls 
to Mm Dudley, and shall do herself the honour of 
waiting upon ber at the appointed day. 



Mn.I^«soott issohy to hear of Mink Williams's ss 
▼ere induposition, and hopes that Mrs. W*€nds heisali 
bettor this moraixu;. If apeeahle, Mrs. P. will do her 
seU* the honour ol making a personal mquiiy. 

Mn. WilliaraB is higMy obliged br Mis. Presoolfi 
kind inquiries, and is mppy to say, she feds coosidflv* 
ably better. Mn. PrescoU's company will be at ail 
times agreeable.' 

Mrs. Williams is much obliged by the fiiendhr at> 
tantjon of Mrs. Prescott, but is forry to say, she meb 
faenfW so unwell as to preclude her fiom the leoepk 
tion of company. 



t 
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'Miii Jehnmi' mttatm her bwt icifipects to Mr. Wil« 
and M gready indebted to hfan for hia obliging 
pwiwt. 

Mr. and Mn. Bristow present flieir compiimflniB to 
Mr. and Mn. Trueman, and hope ibr the pleasure of 
their company on Thuiaday evening nez^ to tea and 
cards. 



Mr. and Mrs. Traeman are ^pready oUiced by Mr. 
and Mra. Bristow's kind inTitation, and wUl do them- 
selves the honoar of waiting upon diem. 

Mr. and Mfb. Trueman are exceedingly sorry that 
a pre-engagement will prevent them mim accepting 
Mr. and Mrs. Bristow^s polite invitation. 



Mr. and Mis. C. present their best respects to Mr. 
and Mtb. D. and shall expect the pleasure of their com> 

Sny to meet a dinner party, at five o'clock, on Wednea- 
y afternoon next 

Mr. and Mrs. D. are truly obliged by the polite invi- 
iation siven them by Mr. and Mn. C, and wfll do 
themselves the honour of attending upon Ibem at the 
appointed time. 

Mr. and Sirs. D. ireseni their fisspectful compli- 
ments to Mr. and Mrs. C. and are exceedingly sorry 
that- the severe indisposition of Mr. D. will deprive 
them of the pleasure of accepting their fiiendly invi- 
tation. 



Mr. a wiU be greatly obUged, if Mr. H. will ftvoor 
him with a call thii evenmg, at eight o'clock, havin|| 
soma business of particular impoitonce to oommmih 
cato. The fiivour of an answer is requested. 



ifr.H. hM to aekaowladge ihrlunBiirof Ife. R'a 
aoleb and friU do luMelf dM pbtmMof WMfiqK4ipaB 
Ilia at tfao'^ypoiated boar. 

it ^"^"^"^ 

Bfc H. » truly loty that he»ttMiToid«lity j p wiv<Mlp 
ad film waiting^ on Mr. B. at the hour of eight dua 
•vamng, bat will do himaelflfaat haoonr ttHDonow 
momiiig, at elaren o^dock. 

Mr. WiUiaiBi preaenti hiB bait fMBocts to BIr. JohiF 
aan, and b^ his aoceptance of the baaket of firii aent 
kerewidi. 



Afr. JohnaoQ feels himself highly ohiiged by Mr. 
WiUiaiiis*s polite atteation, and retiuns him maay 
IhaflikB fcr his handsome present 



iPormn lUKti f n llaAo. 
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A SauneaCt WUl and Power, 

Know all men by these prasents, that I, 

, manner on board the United States ship ^■ 
Wairen, by these presents do make and appoint rajr •- 
trusty fiiend . , prize sigent, 136, 

High Street, Fhuadelphia, my Irae and lamul attor> 
ney, to receive whatever suras of money may become 
due to me for pay, prize-money, wages, or ctKVsy 
other account whatsoever, whilst serving on board 
any o€ flie United States ships or vessels of war. Giv- 
ing, and thereby granting unto my said attorney, fiill 
gwer to take, pursue, and follow such legal ooums 
r the recovery, receiving, and obtaining, and di» 
cfaaiging of the said aums of money, or aiqr of thens, 
as I myself mwht or could do, were I perBonalhr 
present: and I hereby ratify', allow, aad eoDfiim, afi 
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and whatsfver my. said attomejr ihaU kwfolly do, or 
^me to be done, by virtue of these presenti. -In wit- 
nesi ¥^reof| I have hereunto let my hand and seal 
tidi V day of , one thoaa^ ei^t 

Iwmdredand 

T. T. 
6i^;ned, sealed, and delivered, 
m the presence of us, 

A.B. 

CD. 



To all whom it may concern, I 
do send greeting— Know ye that I, the said 

, ot the city of , in the coonty of 

, gentleman, in consequence of the love, food 
will, and wection, which I have and do bear towuds 
my brother of the aforesaid city and 

county, do by .these presenls freely give and grant 
mito my said dear brother, his heirs, executors, or i^ 
ministratirs, all and singular my goods and chattels, 
now beiiu^ in my present house, nunfber 10, Walnut 
street: or which by these presents I have delivered 
bim, Ae said , an inventory, tugned 

by my own hand before proper witnesses, ana beuing 
date the day of ^one thousand eight 

hundred and , to have apd to hold all the said 

goods and chattels in the said premises, to him the said 
, his hiirs, executonCor administrators, 
fitim henceforth, as his and their proper goods and 
chattels absolutely, without any manner of condition. 
In witness whereof) I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this day of , in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

A.B. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered « 
■i the presence of us, 
CD. 
E. F 



A BamL 

Bt it kaown unto all men by die^e pvmmti, &at U 

, of the town of » in die 

taaaatf^i » gentleman, am held and firmly 

koona to , of the aJbreaaid county, 

Snire, in die penal aom of doUais,* of ^^ood 

[ lawful money of the United States, to be paad to 
the aaid eaquiie, his hein, execaton, 

a^n^^nillt^^^w% itt n^'^g"!* ; for the trae payment where- 
of I fainl myaelC my hein, exeoaton, and adminis- 
tratoiB, firmly by these m|pDts, sealed with my seal 
J)ated this day of in tho year of 

our Lord om thounnd eight huniKd and 

The oaantkni of this obligation is such, diat if the 
above bounden , his hein, executoiB or 

administratorB, do well and truly pay, or cause to be 
paid, to the above-named his heiis, execotor^ 

•dmuiistratorB, or assigns, the full sum of 
dollars, of good and Lawful money of the United States, 
on the day of next ensuing the dato 

hereof, with lawiiil interest, dien this obligalioii to be 
void, but in fiulure thereof to remain in du^ fixioe. 

J.M. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, 
m the presence of us, 
A.& 
CD. 



The Form of a WUL 

In the name of God, Amen. ' The day of 

, in the year of our liord one fliousand 
eiffht hundred and 

I, Henry Morris, of the city of Boston, gentleman, 
being, ifarouffh the blessing of God, in a sound state 
of nund and memory, but calling to mind the frail 
tenure of this life, and that it is appointed to all men 

* Double the value received is always meationed io the 
body of all bonds; and the real sum secured is tpeeiflsd 
in the condition. 
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one^ to die, do make and oidain du« my last wiQ and 
ttatament; that is to say, I give, bequeath, and dispose 
of it in tha manner and (Mroportioa nere fbQowing : 

Fiist, I sive and bequeath to my beknred wife, 
£li9Bbeth, toe sum of eignt hundred doUais to be paid 
to her within one month of my deotase, to^pether with 
all my biHises, household fumituie, plate, jewels, and 
such money as may be in the house at the time of my 
death* I sJiso further give to my said wife, the siun m 
one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, annually, during the period of her natural life. 
Id be secured on my estate in 

Also, I give to my dear daughter Julia, flie sum of 
^e thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, to be paid to her on the day she attains her 
twentjr-feflBt year. In addition to which sum of five 
thousand doilara, I hereby direct my executor to pay 
her on the first day of eveiy year, the full sum of one 
hundred doilara, free from any deductions, during die 
oourse of her natural life. * 

Finally, I ffive and bequeath unto my much beloved 
son Henry Morris, whom I make my sole executor of 
this my last will and testament, all and singular mv 
kmds, messuages, tenements and funded property, with 
tiie excejMions above made in fevour of my dearly be- 
loved wife and daughter, both of whom I reomimend 
unto his most especial notice. And I do hereby utterly 
disallow, revoke, and disannul all and every other 
former testamente, wills, legacies, bequests, and ex- 
ecutns by me in any way before named, willed, and 
bequeathed; ratifying and confirming this, and no 
other, to be my Icuit will and testament In witness 
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the 
day and die year first above written. 

BffMd, mJed, jpoblblMd. |Mt>- 
nouliced, and ' declared, b/ 
the nid Henry Morrii, as hw 
kat will and teatareent, io 
tlwt piwsnos of'oa the rab- 
■eiibeis. A. B. 

CD. 

E.F 
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Nm W lww a Wai M ilwady Mgnri, my 

IKM diMwl to be WMle in it, BHAr be Iflgdly doiw ^ 
the additian of a oodidl, pro per ly witoMed, in 4» 
wum nwiner •■ m will. Am auaqr of then eodioli 
aey be edded fiom time to time^ ee diangeof < * 



Two witnetoi aie mffieieBA, enepiing when fiaa- 
hekb are beqneetfaed. 

FomcfaCodidL 

Be it known unto aU men by theie pnmiiB^ I» die 
and Hennr Mofiii, of the aty of Bocioa, gpntiwnan, 
baTe made and declared mv leit will and twrtanmnt, 
beario^ date tbe day or , one tivNi- 

eand eigbt hundred end , I the seid Hemy A^Jinai 
-by thie praient codicil, do nti^ and oonfinn my eeid 
ImC will end testament, end do give end bequeath 
onto my deer brother Edwerd Morris, die sum of two 
hundred doUars, of good end lawful money of tfaa 
United States, to be naid to the said Edward Monw 
by my Eliecutor out or my estate, within three months 
ma the, time of my deceese. Witness my hand, this 
day of , one thousand eight hundred 

and 

H.M 
SKcned, sealed, luid declerod, 

by the said Hemy Moms, 

as a codicil to his lest will 

and testament; in the pre- 

senoeofos, H. W. 

4 M. £• 



A Lettir of Attorney. 

Know en men by these presents, that !» 
, of in me county of 

shipbuilder, for diren - considerations, haTe mede, 
ordained, constituted, and appointed, and by dieee 
pro s ouis do make, constitute, ordain and appoint my 
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^Bmrthy ftwnd, , of , iiMfae county 

sftfen^ gendemnn, my true and lawfiil attomey, fin 
me, in my name, and to ray uad, to aalg demand, re- 
oomr, or receive, of and from , of ', in 

tiie aaid county, the sum (rf* , lawfiil money ; 

giving, and by theae preaenti gnnttig to my aaid at- 
torney, my aole and rail power and auniority, to take, 
punme, and follow such leffal couraaa lor the reoovenr, 
leceiviiog, and obtaining me same, as I myself mimt 
or could do, were I personally present; and upon me 
receipt of ^e same, ac(}uaintances and other sufficient 
disdiaivet ibr me, and m my name, to.make, sign, seal, 
and deuver; as also one more attorney, <>r attomejrs 
under him, to substitute or appoint, and again atius 
* pleasure revoke; and further to do, peiform, and finish 
tat roe, and in my name, all and aipgnlar thing and 
tilings, w^ch shall or may be necessary, and entire^ 
as I the aaid , in my own person, ought or 

ooold do in and about ^ same; rfttifying, allowing, 
mad cxmfirBung whatsoever my said attomev shall 
lawfully do or cause to be done, in and about the exe- 
cution of die premises, by virtue of these presents. 
In witness wfaereoC I have hereunto set my hand and 
■eal, this day m , in the year of our 

liotd one tftoosand eight hundred and 

T.J 
Si^paedt sealed and delivered, 
m the presence of ua, 

A.R 

CD. 



MS TBM rAMUOQft LBTm*WaiTIJl. 



MntffO, fmiSt Sx, 



BoftoB, M«y 14111, 

Reoetved from Abraham Moodey, the ramof ■eTcn 
hmdrad doUan, the value of throe hondrod doBea of 
port wine, lold to hiv this day. 

ITOOi JoHUbC&oss. 



New York, October 19th, 18—. 

from Mr. Eaton, die sum of ti'f^ doUam 
the aoDont of bill deliveied. 
$S Chakles Fox. 



Philadelphia, May «th, 18-. 

Reeeived of Mr. William Jackaoo* the tmn of one 
hundzea doUan, for a gold muff-bn:, on aooountof 
Meom.. Warwick and Co. goldamiths. 
•100 EowABD Hartley, 
Clexk 



A Jiwa^ inMl ^ oS Demands, 

BoetoQ, June Mill, 15^ 

Reoeiyed of 'Hem Blackmail, Esq. die onm 0f one 
tiMNiBBDd doUaiv, bemff in full Of aH demandi 
ed by UB on die nid Heniy Rhclnman, Esq. 

flOOO. Cbaeueb MoftOAN & Ca 



A Piti/^ or BiU oj^ Easchange 

Bostoil Ji«y 5th, 18— , 

Sixty days after date» pay to Mir. 

$500. Samuel Osbdikie, or oraer, the 

' ' sun^of five hundred doUara, for 

value received. 

Andrew P0014. 
Mfi99r9» A. ^ B. Merchants, 
SttUe Street, 



Another. 

New York, JulyGtb, 18—. 

^g^ Two months after date, pay to 

^^' our order, fifty dollars for valUe 

received. ' 

Allbn & GiBBB. 



To Mr, Kayt 
Market Square, 



AnoAer 
Philadelphia, June ls|, 18—. 

At ten days* d^t, pay the bearer the sum of fifty 
dolkn, and book it to me, for value received. 
•i$Sb '^ I am, sur, 

Your obedient servant^ 

Thomas Crew 

X MorriSt Etq. 
Market Street 

. Natfi.'—To render the above bills current, they must 
be accepted W the persons on whem drawn, and in- 
dioned ^r the drawer, as wettas by all persons through 
wtMMe hands they -may pass. This may b^ of any date, 
as agreed on between the parties. 



188 im rASUiR ixrHoi-wuTEB. 

■ m 

* A Promutory Note. 

Miiladeliiliia, March lil, 

OkM BBBlli after date, I promiM to my to Mx.V^ 
LoQgi OTOfder, Iha nm of thirty dollan ibr Talua 



laa Hen&t i^oBKis. 

4lbte.— >Thii bill muat, to render it negotkble, be in- 
doned by the penocui whose band* it may pass dtroogh 
in Iha auiia mauer as directed for bilk of achange. 



^ 



mtttivtB i9t vmklnn Xnft. 



TomakeBladilnk. 

Qtoa qimt «f foft water, fbm ouneee of gjdli bniieed 
■nail, ona oanoe of oc^iperaa, and half an oonoe of 
gum. Let Ihme stand in a stone bottle,- near the fire, 
wWi a nanow mouth, to keep it^firee from dust ; sihake, 
or stir it waQ, ottee every day, and you will have et- 
eaUent ink in about a monm's time, and die older it 
fiowi, the bett^ it^viH be for use. . > ^ 



"Th make Red lak. 

Taka tiirea pinti of stale be6r (rather th«n vinegar) 
and firar ounces If ground Brazil wood; simmer them 
together ftr an hour, diasolYa half an ounce of gum 
anvbio in i^ thenaiisBi it through a flannel, and bottla 
it up (well sumped) ix use. 

To ptevant uk fiom freezing, put a glasrof brandy 
into it. AndtopteTentif fiumtunuDgmoaldy^piita 
todeaaltintoit ■ 

THE BND. 



^ 
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